THE 


ANARCHY 


OF THE 


RANTERS, 


And other Lnsariuns; 
THE 


HIERARCHY 


OF THE 


ROMANISTS, 


AND OTHER 


Pretended Cavgcurs, equally refuſed and re- 
futed, in a two-fold Apology for the Church 
and Ter of God, called in Die Vaters. | 


WHEREIN 


They: are vindicated from thoſe that accuſe them of Ded | 

and Confuſion on the one Hand, and from ſuch as calumniate 
them with Tyranny and Impoſition on the other ; ſhewing, that 
as the true and pure Principles of the Goſpel are reſtored by 
their Teſtimony ; ſo is alſo the anlient Apoſtolick ORDER of 
the Church of Chriſt re-eſtabliſhed among them, and ſettled 
vac its = 2 __ Foundation. Os 
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Lowwlineſs of Mind let each efteem other better than them wes. | 
eb. 13. 7. Remember them that have the Rule over you, wha 

_ bave Holen unto you the Word of God, whoſe Faith 3 . 
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DD E R 


\UCH 15 the ai of Man's Nature in 

bis fallen State, and jo averſe is he from walk- 
ing in the ſtraight and even Path of TxuTa, that 
at every Turn be is inclinable to lean tither to the 
Right-hand or to the Left; yea, ſuch as by the” 
Work of God's Grace in their Hearts, and powerful 


Operation of bis Spirit, have obtained an Entrance in 5 q 


this Way, are daily molefted, and ſet upon on al! 
Hands; ſome Kivi to draw them the one Way, 
ſome the other: And 1 i through the Power of God © 
they be kept faithful and ſtable, then are they cas 
Juminated' on both Sides; each likening or compar- 
ing them to the Worſt of their Enemies. 
Tho Ja that are acquainted with the Holy Scrip- 
tures, obſerve this to be the Lot of the Saints 
in all Apes ; but eſpecially thoſe, whoſe Place it bath _ 
** to reform and reſtore the Ruins of the Houſe 
God, when decayed, or any conſiderable Time 
ave been liable to ſuch Cenſures: Hence theſe that 
hed about repairing of the Walls of Jeruſalem, were 
* to work with the one *. and ns 
| 2 
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Chriſt is accuſed of the Jews as 4 Samaritan ; 
end by the Samaritans quarrelled for being a Jew. 
The Apoſtle Paul is whipped and impriſoned by the 
98 ay and upbraided with being a Jew, and 
teaching their Cuſtoms; the ſame Paul is hawled, and 
ready to be killed by the Jews, for breaking the Law, 
and defiling the Temple with the Gentiles, The 
like hath 2% befallen theſe faithful Witneſſes and 
Meſſengers, whom God has raiſed up in this Day to 
witneſs for his Truth, whigh bath long been in a 
great Meaſure hid; but now is gain revealed, and 
many brought to be Witneſſes of it, who thereby are 
come to walk in the Light of the Lord. 
This People thus gathered, have not wanted thoſe 
. Trials, that uſually accompany the Church of Chriſt, 
both on the Ri ght-hand, and on the Left, each cha- 
Lallerizing them in ſuch Terms, as ihey bave judged I 5. 
would prove met to their Diſadvantage. From C 
whence (as the Teſtimony of the falſe Witneſſes of 
gainſt our Lord did not agree, neither do theſe | ;} 
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S r Me ec ac act 


aq 1 us) ſome ill have us to be foohſh, mad by 

f Oreatures; ; others to be deep, ſubtil Politicians; 
I: eme to be illiterate, ignorant I 7 
| * Job o, Fellows; others to be learned, U 
charges us with _ 


ſo much Igno- cunning Jeg under a mer il 


; ance, that tho Vigard: Divers Profeſſors will 
ne writes againſt 


as in Latin, he bade us to be only Penlioners of 
(cars we willnot the Pope, undoubtedly Papilts ; 
ADS Thames but the Papiſts abbor us as He- 


a 5 about the reticks: Scmetimes we are à diſ- 
am Ime „ | ; 
. of being orderly, confuſed Rabble, leav- 


Z ſuits, ſent from ing every one to do as tbey liſt, 
abroad under 


to 
ibis Vizard. againſt all good Order þ G- be 
- vernment; at other Times ur an 

"E art 


* 


nd upon ſober- minded Peopl-, as to ſee what MALICE 


W, words againſt us; and bow theſe Men, by their 


p 
he contradictory Aſſertions concerning us, ſave us the 
nd Pains, while they refute ane another. 


10 True it is, we have laboured to walł amidſt theſe | 


1 4 Extremities; and upon our appearing for the T. ruth, 


ard iN we have found Things good in themſelves abuſed 


are en both Hands: For ſuch hath always been the 


Work of an Apoſtacy, to keep up the Shadow of 


boſe | certain Truths; that there-through they might ſhel- 
iſt, ier other Evils. Thus the Jews made uſe of the 


a- Law and the Prophets to vindicate their Abuſes; 1 5 
Chriſt : And how much many 


iged NN yea, and to cruciſy 


row Chriſtians abuſe the Scriptures and the Traditions 


efſes WW of the Apoſtles, to upbold Things quite contrary to 


theſe i them, will in the G eneral be readily eroded 
mad by moſt. 1 
ans; But to deſcend more particularly ; There be tuo 


rant Things eſpecially, both of which in their primitive 
Uſe were appointed; and did very much contribute 
towards the Edification of the Church: The one is, 

The Power and Authority, which the 
Apoſtles had given them of Chriſt, for 1. 
the gathering, building up, and govern- 


Authority they alſo wrote the Hol, Scriptures. 
The other is, That Privilege given 

to every Chriſtian under the Goſpel, to II. 

be led and guided by the Spirit of Chriſt, 

and to be taught thereof! in all Things. 


* 4 3 


The PREFACE v0 the Reader, » 
re ſo much for Order, as we admit not Men to eu- 
erciſe the Liberty of their own Judgments, Thus 


are our Reputations toſſed by the Envy of our Ad- 
verſaries ; which yet cannot but have this Effect 


ing of his Church; by Virtue of which Power and 
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re PREFACE wi © ae, 


ho both theſe in the. Primitive-Church wrought 
eff:Fually towards the ſame End of Edification ; k 


and did (as in their Nature ibey may, and in their 


Uſe they ought 10 do) in a good Harmony very «el! 


conſiſt together : But by the Workings of Satan, and 
| Perverſeneſs of Men, they are made to fight againſt 


and deſtroy one another, For on the one Hand the. 


: Authority and Power, that refided in the Apoſtles, 
while it is annexed and entailed to an outward Or- 
dination and Succeſſion of Teachers, is made Uſe of 
to cloak and cover all Manner of Abuſes, even the 
- Height of Idolatry and Superſtition. For by Vir- 
 Pue of this Succrſſion theſe Men claiming the like 


Infallibility, that was in the Apoſtles (though they 
be. Strangers to any inward Work or Manifeſtation 


of the Spirit in their Hearts) will needs oblige all 
_ Others to atquieſee and agree to their Concluſions, 
however different from, or contrary to, the Truths | 


of the Goſpel ; and yt for any to call ſuch Conclu- 


ions in Dueſtion, or examine them, is no leſs than 


4 heinous Hereſy, deſerving Death, &c. Or 


_ wwhile the Revelation of God's Mind is wholly bound 


up to theſe Things already delivered in the Scrip- 
tres (« as if God had ſpoke bis laſt Words there 
to his People * ) wwe are put with 


* So faith Jane, oyr own natural Underſtandings 


Durham, a noted 


' Man among the to debate about the Meanings of 
Profojterians, in them, and forced to interpret them,, 


hisExpoſition up- 


on the Revela- e As they Plainly ſpeak, but gc- 
LY cording to the Analogy of à cer- 

tain Faith made by Men, not jo 
much contrived to anſwer the Scriptures, as the 


Scriptures are ſtrained to vindicate it; which 10 


&0ubt of, ts alſo counted Hereſ! Ys deſerving no leſs 


than 


The PREFACE 15 the Ra. wi 


than Ejeftion out of our native Country, and to be 
robbed "t the common Aid our Nativity entitles us 


to. And on this Hand, we may boldly ſay, both 


Papilts and Proteſtants have greatly gone afide. 


On the other Hand, fome are fo great Provendns | 
_ {0 inward Motions and Revelations of the Spirit, 
. that there are no Extravagancies ſo wild, which 
they will not cloak with them; and ſo much are they 
for every One's. following their own Mind, as can 
admit of no Chriſtian Fello DR; and Community, 
cipline, which the 
Church of Chriſt never was, nor can be without, 


nor of that good Order and Di 


This gives an open Door to all Libertiniſm, and 


brings great Reproach to the Chriſtian Faith. And 


on this Hand have foully fallen the German Ana- 
baptiſts, ſo called, John of Leyden, Knipperdolling, 


Sc. (in Caſe theſe monſtrous Things committed 
by them be ſuch as they are related) and ſome more 


moderate of that Kind have been found ameng the 
People in England, called Ranters: As it is true, 
the People called Quakers have been branded with 


both of theſe Extreams ; it is as true, it bath been 


and is their Work to avoid them; and to be found 
in that even and good Path of the Primitive Chu rch, 


where all were (no doubt) led and afted by the 
Holy Spirit; and might all have propheſicd one 


by one; and yet there was a Subjection of the 
Prophets to the Spirits of the Prophets. There 
was an Authority ſame had in the Church, and yet 


it was for Edification, and not for Deſtruction: 
There was an Obedience in the Lord 1 ſuch as 


were ſet over; and a being taught by ſuch, and 
Jet a knowing of the inward Anointing, by which 
each Individual was to be led into all Truth, The 
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The PREFACE to the Reader. 


Work and Teſtimony the Lord hath given us is, 
to reſtore this again, and to ſet both theſe in their 
right Place, without cauſing them to deſtroy one 
another. To manifeſt how this is accompliſhed, and 
accompliſhing among us, is the Buſineſs of this Trea- 
liſe; which, I hope, will give ſome Satisfaction ts 
Men of ſober Fudgments, and impartial and unpre- 
Judicate Spirits; and may be made uſeful in the 
good Hand of the Lord, to confirm and eſtabliſh 
Friends againſt their preſent Oppoſers ; which is 
mainly intended, and earneſtly prayed for, by 


— 7 7 


Robert Barclay. 


The 1th of the 8th 
Month, 1674. 
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ANARCHY 


OF THE 


RANTERS, Kc. 


S reIox I. 
The I ntroduftion and Method of this T reatiſe. 


' FTER that the Lord God SG EEE 
in his own appointed Time The End of 
had ſeen meet to put an 2 2 _ 
Fad. to the Diſpenſation of the N "ho 
Law, which was delivered to the Diſpenſation 
Children of Iſrael, by the Mini- recited. 
ſtry of Moſes; through and by whom he did 
communicate unto them in the Wilderneſs from 
Mount Sinai, divers Commandments, Ordinances, 
Appointments and Obſervations, according as 
* are teſtified in the Writings of the Law; 
pleaſed him to ſend his own Son the Lord 
Jeb Chriſt in the Fulneſs of Time; who ha- 
ving perfectly fulfilled the Law, and the Righ- 
teouſneſs thereof, gave Witneſs to the Diſpen- 
E ſation of the Goſpel. And having approved 
himſelf, and the Excellency of his Doctrine. by 
many 


2 The Anarchy of the Ranters, &c. Sec. I. 
many great and wonderful Signs and Miracles, 


he ſealed it with his Blood; and triumphing over 


Death (of which it was impoſſible for him to be 
held) he cheriſhed and encouraged his deſpiſed 


Witneſſes, who had believed in him, in that he 


appeared to them, after he was raiſed from the 


Dead; comforting them with the Hope and 
Affurance of the pouring forth of his Spirit, by 


Which they were to be led and ordered in all 


Things; in and by which, he was to be with 


them to the End of the World, not ſuffering 
the Gates of Hell to prevail againſt them. By 


which Spirit come upon them, they being filled, 
were emboldned to preach the Goſpel without 


Fear; and, in a ſhort Time, Thouſands were add- 


ed to the Church; and the Multitude of them 


that believed, were of one Heart, and of one 
Soul, and great Love and Zeal prevailed, and 
there was nothing lacking for a Seaſon. _ 


But all that were caught in the Net, did * 


prove good and wholefome Fiſh; 
The divers | ome were again to be caſt into 


Sorts of them 


th tat Ocean, from whence they were 
| ar tag hank drawn: Of thoſe many that were 
Apoſtles called, all proved not choſen Veſ- 


Days. ſels, fit for the Maſter's Uſe ; and 


of all that were brought into the great Supper 
and Marriage of the King's Son, there were that 


were found without the Wedding- Garment. 


Some made a ſhew for a Seaſon, and afterwards 
fell away; there were that drew back; there 


were that made Shipwreck of Faith, and of a 


good Conſcience : There were not only fuch as 
did backſlide themſelves, but ſought to draw 


others 


S "Ft MO A 1 | — rr, wo. 52 r 
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others into the ſame Perdition with themſelves, 
ſeeking to overturn their Faith alſo; yea, there 
were that brought in damnable Hereſies, even 
denying the Lord that bought them. And alſo 
of thoſe Members that became not wholly cor- 
rupt (for ſome were never again reſtored by Re- 
pentance) there were that were weak, and ſickly, 
and young ; ſome were to be fed ith Milk, 
and not with ſtrong Meat; ſome were to be 
| purged, when the old Leaven received any 
Place and ſome to be cut off for a Seaſon, to be 
ſhut out (as it were) of the Camp for a Time, 
until their Leproſy. was healed, and then to be 
received in again. 
Moreover, as to Gebt, there was the Care 
of the Poor, of the Widow, of the F atherleſs, 
of the Strangers, Sc. Therefore 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is the T te Order 
Head of the Body, the Church (for 8 
the Church is the Body of Chriſt, Oucwad. 
and the Saints are the ſeveral Mem- 
bers of that Body) knowing in his infinite Wiſ- 
dom, what was needful for the good ordering 
and diſpoſing all Things in their proper Place, 
and for preſerving and keeping all Things in their 
right Station, did, in the Diſpenſation and Com- 
munication of his Holy Spirit, minifter unto 
every Member, a Meaſure of the ſame Spirit, yet 
diverſe xceproing to Operation, for the Edification 
of the Body ; ſome Apoſtles, ſome Teachers, ſome 
| Paſtors, A Elders : There are old Men, there 
are young Men, there are Babes. For all are 
not Apoſtles, neither are all Elders, neither are 
all Babes; Jet are all Members: And as 
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4 The Andrey of the Nes Ec. Sect. I. 


all have a Senſe and Feeling of the Life of the 
Body, which, from the Head, flows unto all the 
Body, as the Ointment of Aaron's Beard, unto the 
Skirts of his Garment : And every Member has 
its Place and Station in the Body, ſo long as it 
keeps-in the Life of the Body; and all have need 
one of another; yet is no Member to aſſume 
another Place in the Body, than God has given 
it; nor yet to grudge or repine its fellow Mem- 
ber's Place; but to be content with its own: 


For the uncomely Parts are no leſs needful 


than the comely; and the leſs honourable than 


the more honourable; which the Apoſtle Paul 
holds forth in 1 Cor, 12. from Verſe 13 to 


: 39. | * | 
How the Ground of all Schiſms, 1 


| The Ground, "Diviſions or Rents in the Body is, 


of Rents 25 when as any Member aſſumes ano- 
ther Place than is allotted it; or 


Diviſions. 
being gone from the Life and Unity of the Body, 


and loſing the Senſe of it, lets in the Murmur- 
er, the Eye that watches for Evil, and not in 


holy Care over its Fellow Members : And then, 


inſtead of coming down to Judgment in itſelf, 


will ſtand up and judge its Fellow Members, yea, 


the whole Body; or thoſe whom God has ſet in 


a more honourable and eminent Place in the Body 
than itſelf, Such ſuffer not the Word of Ex- 


hortation; and term the Reproofs of Inſtruc- 


tion (which is the Way of Life) Impoſition and 
Oppreſſ ton, and are not aware how far they 


are in the Things they condemn others for; 


while they ſpare not to reprove and revile all 


Wer Fellow Members: Let if they be but ad- 


moniſned 


a D424 _—_——___ 6. 
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moniſhed themſelves, they cry out, as if their 
great Charter of Goſpel Liberty were broken. 
Now though ſuch, and the Spirit = 

by which they are acted, be ſufficient- The Subtilty 

| ly ſeen and felt by Thouſands, whoſe 9 at Sri. 

Hearts God has lo eſtabliſhed, as they 

are out of Danger of being intangled 
in that Snare, and who have Power and Strength 
in themſelves to judge that Spirit, even in its 
moſt ſubtil Appearances; yet there are, who can- 
not ſo well withſtand the Subtilty, and ſeeming 
Sincerity ſome ſuch pretend to, though in Mea- 
= _ ſure they have a Sight of them; and others, that 
cannot fo rightly diſtinguiſh between the Prect- 
ous and the Vile; and ſome there are that through 


& Weakneſs, and want of true Diſcerning, may 
: be deceived, and the Simplicity in them betrayed 
for a Seaſon; as it is written, With fair Speeches 
"Y and ſmooth Words, they deceive the Hearts of the 
W —_—_— „ 15 
Therefore having, according to my Meaſure, 


received an Opening in my Underſtanding as to 
theſe Things, from the Light of the Lord, and 
having been for ſome Time under the weighty 
Senſe of them, I find at this Inſtant a Freedom 
to commit them to Writing, for the more uni- 
verſal Benefit and Edification of the Church of 
Chriſt. 0 3% no 
Now, for the more plain and clear rn 
Opening and Underſtanding of theſe The Heads 
Things, it is fit to ſum up this Trea- weated of, 
tiſe in theſe following general Heads, . 
to be conſidered of: 9 


| 6 The Anarchy of. the Ranters, dc. Set. II. 


J. Firſt, From whence the Ground and 
* Cauſe of this Controverſy 15, be Riſe 
8 and Root of it? 
20G: Secondly, Whether there be now 
7 any Order and Government in the 
J | 
ow Thirdly, What is the Order and 
Government which we plead for? In 
1 what Caſes, and how far it may extend? In whom 
be Power decifive is, and how it differeth? And is 
wholly another, than the oppreſſing and per ſecuting 
Principality of the Church of Rome, and other 
Antichriſtian 5 EA 


"ES et ME. p —— 


szerion II. 


Concerning the Ground and Cauſe of this. C ON. 
TROVERSY. 


The ff VAT HEN as the Lord God by 
the heavenly his mighty Power began to 
Day of the vilit the Nations with the Dawn- 


Lorddefer ribed. 


ing of his heavenly Day (for thus 
DR write unto thoſe that have received and believed 
the Truth) and that he ſent forth his Inſtruments, 
whom he had fitted and prepared for his Work, 
having faſhioned them not according to the 
Wiſdom and Will of Man, but to his own 
heavenly Wiſdom and Counſel, they” went forth 
and preached the Goſpel in the Evi- 
And break- dence and Demonſtration of the 
ing forth. Spirit: Not in the enticing Words 
of Man's Wiſdom ; but in Appear- 


ance 


c 


a 


. ance as Fools and Mad, to thoſe that judged ac- 
cording to Man. But their Words nd Teſti- 


ſeience; whereby as many as were ſimple-hearted, 
and waited for the Redemption of their Souls, 


God ; and their Words were unto them, not 
the Words of Men, but as the Words of God; 
for in the receiving and embracing the Teſtimo- 
ny of Truth through them, they felt their Souls 
caſed, and the acceptable Day began to dawn in 
and upon them, 
Now what Evidence brought thefe Men to make 

their Teſtimony to be received ? Did they entice? 
Did they flatter ? Did they daub up? Did they 


is Ss. eo nn 


Nay verily, they uſed no ſuch Method : Their 
all that ſtood in their Way,and pouring down the 
greflor every where. Did they ſpare the zealous 
ly, they condemned equally the Hypocriſy of the 


Plant of God in either. Did they give way? Did 


Truth for themſelves, ſaying, I muſt ftay, until I 
be convinced of this, and that, and the other Thing; 

T ſee not yet this to be wrong, or tbòbtber Thing to 
be my Duty ? How did they knock down this Man- 
ner of n by the Spirit of God, which 


wrought 
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Te Controverſy dan wad * 


mony pierced through into the inner Man in the | 
Hearc, and reached to that of God in the Con- 


received them as the Meſſengers of the moſt 1 


preach Liberty to the Fleſh or Will of Man? 
Words were as Thunder-Bolts, knocking down 
Judgment of God upon the Head of the Tranſ- 
Profeſſor more than the open Profane? Nay veri- 


one, as well as the Profanity of the other; yet 
wanted they not Regard to the tender Seed and 


they yield to the Wiſdom of Man ?. To the De- 
eeitfulneſs of the Serpent, that would reaſon 
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wrought mightily in them, ſhewing and-holding 


forth, that this is the Day of the Lord that is 


dawned ; that all are invited to come; that none 
ought to tarry behind; that that which ſo pleadeth 
is the ſame Spirit which of old Time ſaid in 


' thoſe that were invited, I cannot come yet, I muſt 


firſt marry a Wife ; I muſt go prove my Yoke of 
Oxen; 1 muſt go viſit my Poſſeſſions; let me firſt 
bury my dead Father. Did not the Lord through 
them teſtify and declare againſt theſe Things? And 
1s there not a Cloud of Witneſſes, who felt the 


Enemy thus reaſoning to keep us in the Forms, 
Fellowſhips, falſe Worſhips, and fooliſh Faſhions: 


of this World ? But we felt, as we were obedi- 


ent, all theſe Things to be for Condemnation ; and 


that, as we obeyed the pure Manifeſtation of the 


Light of Jeſus in our Hearts, there was no He- 
ſitation. We might and ſhould have parted with 
all thoſe Things at the Firſt ; and what occaſion- 
ed ſuch Scruples, was but that which drew back, 


through being unwilling to give pure Obedience 
to the Croſs of Chriſt : For as many as gave Obe- 
dience and believed in the Light, found no Oc- 
caſion of ſtumbling ; but ſuch as believed not 


were condemned already, becauſe they believed 


not in him that appeared. Now the 
TheCourage Boldneſs, and Courage, and Effica- 
OE: Meſ- cy of theſe Meſſengers Teſtimony, 
ns wrought ſuch Aſtoniſhment, Fear 
aäanꝗnd Amazement in the Hearts of 
ſuch as were ingenuous, that many began to be 
inwardly priced, as in the Days of old, and 
the Foundations of many began to be ſhaken ; and 
ſome that were aſleep were awakened, and many 
that were dead and buried in the Graves of 55 

. _ 
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ad Formility, and Superſtition, and Idolatry of 
all Sorts, were alarmed ; and many were brought | 
in from the Hedges, and the High-Ways, and 
the Truth was received by Thouſands with great 
Cheerfulneſs, and a Readineſs of Mind : And the 
Feet of .thoſe were beheld to be beautiful upon 
the Mountains, that brought the glad Tidings of 
theſe good Things. And great Lowlineſs and 
Simplicity of Heart was upon ſuch that were 
newly convinced of the Truth, and deep Humi- 
lation of Spirit, and Subjection to the Power, 
both in themſelves, and in thoſe who were over them 
inthe Lord, and had gathered them into the Truth, 
But as it was in the Gatherings of old, ſo it 
| alſo fell out in this Day; all kept not their firſt 
Love: As among thoſe Thouſands, which Moſes 
led out of Egypt, and carried through the Red 
Sea, who had ſung Praiſes to God upon the Banks 
of Salvation, many Carcaſes fell in the Wilder- 
nels ; - ſome who murmured and longed to return 
again to the Fleſh-Pots of Egypt; and 
ſome for oppoſing and contradicting Oppoſition 
the Servant, and Servants of the Lord, and 
whom the Lord had made Uſe of to 
ad them out of Bondage, in ſaying, 27 take too 
uch upon yon; Hath the Lord indeed only ſpoken 


among theſe Multitudes, which were gathered by 
tne Apoſtles, there were many who continued 
not faithful to the End; ſome returned back a- 
pain with the Sow to the Puddle, after they were 
walhed ; ſome embraced the preſent 

orld; ſome again ſeparated them- Separation 
elves, being ſenſual, and without entring. 


de Spirit, deſpiſing Dominion, and 
B Dpeak- 


by Moſes ? Hath he not ſpoken alſo by us? And as 
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 Jpeaking Evil of Dignities ; their Mouths ſpeak- 
ing great ſwelling Words, being puffed up, and 
not abiding in theſe Things, which they were 
taught of the Apoftles : So it is to be lamented, 
that among theſe many Thouſands, whom the 
Apoſtles and Evangeliſts whom God raiſed up in 
This Day (for the gathering of his Seed and Peo- 
ple out of ſpiritual Egypt and Babylon into his 
pure Light and Lite) did bring forth and gather, 
there are that have fallen upon the Right-hand 
and the Left. Some are turned back again into 
Egypt, running into the ſame Exceſs of Luſt and 
Riot, from whence they were once purified and 
redeemed : Some could not bear the Reproach of 
the Croſs of Chriſt; and were by and anon 

_ offended in him: Some could not bear the Tri- 
bulations, Sufferings and Perſecutions, which came 
for the Truth's Sake; and the Seed in them was 
ſoon ſcorched with the Heat of the Day. And 
ſome not abiding in Subjection to the Truth in 

_ themſelves, were not contented with that Place 
and Station in the Body, which God had placed 
them in; but. became vainly puffed up in their 
fleſhly Minds, intruding into thoſe Things which 
they have not ſeen : And would needs be Innova- 
tors, given toChange, and introducing 
Innovators new Doctrines and Practices, not only 
cauſing Di- differing, but contrary to what was 
Viſions. already delivered in the Beginning; 

: 5 making Parties, cauſing Diviſions and 
Rents, ſtumbling the Weak, and denying, de- 
ſpiſing and reviling the Apoſtles and Meſſengers 
of Chriſt, the Elders of the Church, who loved 
not their Lives unto Death, but through much 

5 Care, 


are then Fathers and Children, In- 
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Cate, and Travel, and Watchings; and Whippings, 


and Bonds, and Beatings, in daily Jeopardy,gathered 
us by the mighty Power of God into the moſt 
precious Truth. Yet in all this there hath no- 
thing befallen us, but that which hath been the 
antient Lot of the Church of Chriſt in the pri- 
OA . ( ons 
Now He, that was careful for 
his Church and People in old Times, 
hath not been wanting to us in our 
Day; but as he has again reſtored 
the Truth unto its primitive Inte- People. 
gry and Simplicity, and as he has delivered our 

nderſtandings from theſe falſe Doctrines and 


The good ; 
Shepherd of 


Over his 


Principles, which prevailed in the Apoſtacy ; ſo 
| he hath not gathered us to be As Sheep ſcattered - 


without a Shepherd, that every one may run hig 
own Way, and every one follow his own Will, 


and fo to be as a confuſed Maſs or Chaos, with- 


out any Order ; but He, even the LORD hath 


Order; Diſcipline, and Government of his own Son, 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : Therefore he hath laid Care 
upon ſome beyond others, who watch for the Souls 
of their Brethren, as they that muſt give Account. 
There arethenFathers that havebe- 
gotten us unto Chriſt Jeſus through 


X Stations in 
the Goſpel, of whom we ought to the Church. 
be Followers, and to remember their 1 Cor. FRY 
Ways, which be in Chriſt. There 16, 17. 


ſtructors and Inſtructed, Elders and young Men, 
yea, and Babes; there are that cannot ceaſe, but 
muſt exhort, inſtruct, reprove, candemn, judge; 

| „ 35 


Vrael's Care 
Church and 


alſo gathered, and is gathering us into the good 


The ſeyeral | 
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or elſe, for what End gave Chriſt the Gifts men- 
tioned, Epbeſ. 4. 11, 12? And how are the Saints 
perfected, 5 the Body of Chriſt edified of 


thoſe, who came under the Cognizance, and, as 


it were, the Teſt of this Order and Government ? 
I may chiefly ſum them up in three Sorts (though 
there be divers other little ſubdivided Specie 
of them. 

8 | The Firſt i is, 7. hoſe that turn openly 
1. Prophane Back to the World again, through find- 
e ee ing the Way of Truth too narrow. 
Pokates. Theſe have not been capable to do 
us any conſiderable Hurt; for being as Salt, that 
has loſt its Savour, they moſtly prove a Stink a- 
mong thoſe to whom they go: And I never knew 
any of them, that proved any ways ſteadable to 
thoſe to whom they go. I find other Profeſſors 
make but ſmall Boaſt of any Proſelytes they got 
out from among us; I hear little of their pro- 
ving Champions for the Principles of others 
againſt us. And, indeed, for the moſt Part they 
loſe all Religion with the Truth : For I have 
heard ſome of them ſay; That if ever they took 
en them to be religious, they would come back again 

to the Quakers, Sc. 
„ Secondly, Thoſe, who r Un- 
2. Unwary watchfulneſs, the ſecret Corruption of 
Sinners their own Hearts, andthe myſterious 

inners 

have fallen into his Snares; and ſo have come 
under the Power of ſome Temptation or other, 
either of fleſhly Luſts, or of ſpiritual Wicked- 
neſs: Who being ſeaſonably warned by thoſe 
— keep their Habitation, and faithful ne 
eers 


or hidden Temptations of the Enemy, 


— 
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ſeers in the Church have been again reſtored 
by unfeigned Repentance: Not kicking againſt 


As. the Pricks ; but have rejoiced, that others watch- 

it ? ed over them for their Good, and are become 

gh Monuments of God's Mercy unto this Day. 

cies WR Thirdly, Such, who being depart- 3. Self-Sepa- 

| ed from their firſt Love and antient rating, trou- WE 
enly | Zeal for the Truth, become cold bleſome Op- _ 
nd- and lukewarm; and yet are aſhamed Poſers. dB 
ow. to make open Apoſtacy, and to turn back again, 

) do ſo as to deny all the Principles of Truth, they 

that having had already ſuch Evidence of Clearneſs 

k a- upon their Underſtanding : Yet not keeping low 

new in their own Habitations, but being puffed up, 

e to and giving Way to the reſtleſs Imaginations of 

ſſors their exalted and wandering Minds, fall out with 

got their Brethren; cauſe Diviſions; begin to find 

pro- fault with every thing, and to look at others more 

thers than at themſelves; with ſwelling Words to talk 

they ok, and preach up, a higher Diſpenſation, while 

have WE they are far from living up to the Life and Per- 

y took fection of this preſent ; like unto ſuch who ſaid, 


again Ve will not have this Man to rule over us: Cry 
out of Formality and Apoſtacy, becauſe they 
n Un- are not followed in all Things; and if they be 
jon ol Wl reproved for their Unrulineſs, according to the 
erious WF good Order of the Church of Chriſt, then they 
nemy, cry out, Breach of Liberty, Oppreſſion, Perſecu- 


come Wl bn! wwe will have none of your Order and Govern- 

other, Wl nent; wwe are taught to follow the Light in our 

icked- Wl Conſciences, and not the Orders of Men. Well, of 
thol: WF this hereafter ; but this gave the Riſe of this Con- 

Over- WW ftoverſy : Which leads me to that which I pro- 
ſeers „ 


poſed in the Second 


B 3 Skorion 


—— 5s 


SE TION III. 


Whether there be now to be any Order or Go⸗ 


vernment in the Church of Chriſt. 


this time with thoſe that deny any ſuch 


. Anſwer to this Propoſition, I meddle not at 


thing as a Church of Chriſt; I have reſerved 
their Plea to another Place. Neither need I to 


be at much Pains to prove the Affir- 
Church Or- mative, to wit, That there ought to 
ku _ LO” be Government and Order in the 
granted. Church of Chriſt, unto the Genera- 
 lity of our Oppoſers, both Papiſts 
and Proteſtants ; who readily confeſs and acknow- 


ledge it, and have heretofore blamed us for want 


of it. Tho' now ſome of them, and that of the 


higheſt Pretenders, are become ſo unreaſonable, 


as to accuſe us for the Uſe of it; improving it, 
ſo far as they can, to our Diſadvantage : For ſuch 


is the Blindneſs of partial Envy, that whereas 


the ſuppoſed Want of it was once reckoned 


heretical, now the preſent Performance of it is 
counted criminal. EO 


Theſe, then, to whom 1 come to prove this 
Thing, are ſuch, who having caſt off the Yoke of 
the Croſs of Chriſt in themſelves, refuſe all Sub- 


 Jeftion or Government: Denying that any ſuch 


thing ought to be, as diſagreeing with the Teſti- 
mony of Truth: Or thoſe, who not being ſo wil- 
ful and obſtinate in their Minds, yet are fearful 
or ſcrupulous in the Matter, in reſpect of the 


dangerous Conſequences, they may apprehend, 


ſuch a Thing may draw after it. 


For 
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= God, did praftiſe and commend it. 
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For the clearing then as well the Miſtakes of 
the one, as anſwering the Cavils of the other, 1 
judge the Truth of theſe following Aſſertions 


will ſufficiently prove the Matter; which 1 mall 


make no great Difficulty to evidence. 

Firſt, That Jeſus Chriſt, the King and Reaſon I. 
Head of the Church, did appoint and or- 
dain,that there ſhould be Order and Government in it. 

Secondly, That the Apoſtles and primitive IL. 
Chriſtians, when they were filled with the © © 
Holy Ghoſt, and immediately led by the Spirit of 


Thirdly, That the ſame Occaſion and Ne- 


ceſſity now occurring, which gave them Op- III. 


portunity to exerciſe that Authority, the Church 
of Chrift hath the ſame Power now as ever, and are 


led by the ſame Spirit into the ſame Practices. 


As to the Firft, I know there are ſome, that 
the very Name of a Church, and the very Words, 5 


Order and Government, they are 

afraid of. Now this I ſuppoſe hath The Abuſe 
proceeded, becauſe of the great Hy- makes not 
pocriſy, Deceit and Oppreſſion, that void the true 
hath been cloaked with the Pretence Uſe. 


I of theſe Things; but why ſhould the 
Truth be neglected, becauſe Hypocrites have pre- 
| tended to it? The right Inſtitution of theſe Things, 


which have been appointed and ordained of God. 


muſt not, nor ought not to be deſpiſed, becauſe cor- 


rupt Men have abuſed and perverted them. I 
know not any thing that hath been more abu- 
ſed and perverted in the whole World, than the 
Name of a Chriſtian ; ſhall we then renounce 


that honourable Title, becauſe ſo many Thou- 
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ſands of wicked Men, yea, Antichriſts have falſly 
aſſumed it to themſelves? The Man of Sin hath 
taken upon him to fit in the Temple of God, as 
God; yet we muſt not therefore deny, that Ged 
is in this T, emple. If the Synagogue of Satan 
aſſumed the Name of the Church of Chriſt, and 
hath termed her Oppreſſion and Violence, the 
Power and Authority thereof; therefore muſt 
not the Church of Chriſt, and its Authority, be 
' exerciſed, where it truly is according to his Mind ? 
This I prefix to warn all to beware of ſtumblin 
at Things which are innocent in themſelves ; and 
that we may labour to hold the ſteady even Path 
of Truth, without running into either of the Ex- 
treams. For that Jeſus Chriſt did appoint Or- 
der and Government to be in the Church, 1s very 
clear from his plain Words, Matt, 
8 18. 15, 16, 17, 18. Ver. 15, More- 
erappoint- 
ed byChriſt, ober, if thy Brother ſhall treſpaſs a- 
& the Form gainſt thee, go tell him his Fault be- 
thereof, 7ween thee and bim alone; if be ſhall 
bear thee, thou haſt gained thy Brother, Ver. 16. 
But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee 
one or two more, that in the Mouth of two or 
three Witneſſes, every Word may be eſtabliſhed, 
Ver. 17. And if he ſhall negle to hear them, 
tell it unto the Church: But 7 he neglect to hear 
the Church, let him be unto thee as an Heathen-Man, 
and a Publican. Ver. 18. Verily, I ſay unto you, 
whatſoever ye ſhall bind on an ' ſoall be bound it 
Heaven; and whatſoever ye fall looſe on Earth, 
Hall be looſed in Heaven. From which Scrip- 
I. ture it doth manifeſtly and evidently fol- 
low, . rſt, That Jeſus Chriſt intended they 
ou 


 Church-Order and Government 1 Aſerted. :2Y 
ſhould beacertain Order and Method inhis Church, 


in the Procedure towards ſuch as tranſ- 


greſs. Secondly, That he that refuſeth to II. 


hear two, is become more guilty (as hard- 

ned) than in refuſing to hear him that firſt 
reproved alone. Thirdly, That refuſingto III. 
hear the Judgment of the Church, or whole Aſ- 


| ſembly, he doth thereby exclude himſelf, and ſhut 
out himſelf from being a Member ; and is juſtly 


judged, by his Brethren, as an EHcathen and a 
Publican. 


And laſtly, that the Church, Gathering IV. 


or Aſſembly of God's People, has Power to 


examine and call to Account ſuch, as appearing 


to be among them, or owning the ſame Faith with 
them, do tranſgreſs ; 
ſing to hear, or repent, to exclude them from 
their Fellowſhip : And that God hath a ſpecial 
W Regard to the Judgment and Senſe of his People 
& thus orderly proceeding, ſo as to hold ſuch bound 
in Heaven, whom they bind on Earth, and ſuch 
looſed in Heaven, whom they looſe on Earth. I 
am partly confident, that no rational Man will 
deny, but that theſe naturally follow from the a- 
bove-mentioned Scripture ; and if there ſhould 
be any found ſo unreaſonable as to deny it, I 
could prove it by neceſſary and unevitable Con- 
ſequences; which at preſent, as taking it for 
granted, I forbear to do. 
& great a Crime to offend one of the little Ones, that 
it were better for him, that ſo do, that a Milſtone 
were banged about his Neck, and he were drowned 
in the Depth of the Sea; without Queſtion, to 
3 | offend and gon the whole Flock, muſt be 


and in caſe of their refu- 


If it be reckoned ſo 
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more criminal, and muſt draw after it a far 


deeper Judgment. 


Now if there were no Order nor 6 


in the Church, what ſhould become 
The End. of thoſe that tranſgreſs? How 
of Church- 4 FS 
Order. ſhould they be again reſtored ? 
Would not this make all Reproving, 
all Inſtructing, all Caring for, and Watching 
over one another, void and null? Why ſhould 
Chriſt have deſired them to proceed after this 
Method? Why doth he place ſo much Weight 


upon the Judgment of the Church, as to make 


the refuſing of hearing it, to draw ſo deep a 
Cenſure after it; which he will not have to fol- 
low the refuſing to hear one or two a-part, 
though the Matter be one and the ſame? And 
ſo, as to the ſubſtantial and intrinſick Truth of 
the Thing, there lies the ſame Obligation upon 
the Tranſgreſſor to hear that one, as well as all; 

for that one adviſeth him to that which is right 
and good, as well as the whole; and they do but 
homologate or confirm that which that one 
hath already aſſerted : Yet Jeſus Chriſt, who is 
the Author of Order, and not of Confuſion, will 
not have a Brother cut off, or reputed a Publican, 
for refuſing to hear one or two, but for refuſing 
to hear the Church. And if it be 
Odjection. objected, That the Church of Rome, 
and all other falſe Churches, make uſe 
of this Scripture, and cover their Perſecution, and 
Cruelty, and Oppreſſion by it; and thou ſayeſt 1. 
more than they ſay. I Anſwer. I ſuppole no 
Man will be ſo unreaſonable as to affirm, that 
the Church of Rome abuſing this Scripture, will 


make ö 
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make it falſe in itſelf ; but how we differ in our 
Application of this Scripture, ſhall be ſpoken 
of hereafter, I am not now claiming Right to 
this Power, as due to us (that is reſerved for 
another Place ;) but this, I ſay, is that which I 
now aver to be manifeſt from the Scripture- 
Teſtimony, and to be in itſelf an unqueſtionable 
Truth, That Jeſus Chriſt intended there h be 


Order and Government in his Church,; which is 


the Thing at preſent in Hand to be proved: 


Which if it be ſo really true (as it cannot be de- 
nied) then I hope it will alſo neceſſarily follow, 
that ſuch, who really and truly are the Church 
of Chriſt, have Right to exerciſe this Order and 
Government. VVV 


Secondly, That the Apoſtles and Pri- Reaſon IT. 


3 ö 2 » . - . ! — 
mitive-Chriſtians, did practiſe Or- Church, Or 
der and Government, we need but 


der practi- 


* f 1 ſed by the 
8 read the Hiſtory of the Ads, of apoſties & 
which I ſhall mention a few preg- primitive 
= nant and undeniable Teſtimonies, 1 


as we may obſerve in the very firſt ns 

= Chapter of the As, from Verſe 13. 

to the End, where at the very firſt Meeting the 
E Apoſtles and Brethren held together after the 
& Aſcenſion of Chriſt, they began orderly to ap- 
Point one to ſupply the Place of Judas; it may be 
thought, this was a needleſs Ceremony; yet 
we ſee how the Lord countenanced it. I hope 
none will ſay, that the Apoſtles appointing of 
& theſe two Men, or of him, upon whom the Lot 
did not fall, contradicted their inward Freedom, 
or impoſed upon it; but both agreed very well 
together; the one in the Will and Movings of 


God 


7 
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God in appointing, and the other in the ſame, 
in ſubmitting to their Appointment, 
| Moreover, after they had received the Holy 
Ghoſt, you may read, Acts 6. ſo ſoon as there 
E55 Opportunity, how they wiſely 
—in Diſtti- gave Order, concerning the Diſtri- 
utions for 
the Poor. bution for the Poor, and appointed 
ſome Men for that Purpoſe. So 
here was Order and Government, according to 
the prefent Neceſſity of the Caſe: And the Lord 
God was well pleaſed with ir, and the Word of 
God encreaſed, and the Number of the Diſciples 
multiplied in "Feruſalem greatly. Might they 
not have ſaid then, as ſome ſay now; We will 
give aur Charity to whom we ſee Cauſe ; and Wwe 
ill take no Notice of your Appointments and Or- 
ders: Whether would God have approved of 
ſuch, yea, or nay? 
71 birdly, When that the Buſineſs of Circum- 
ciſion fell in, whether it was fit or not to cir- 
cumciſe the Gentiles ? We ſee, the Apoſtles ſaw 
not meet, To ſuffer every one to follow 
. M. in their own Minds and Wills: They did 
his Queries. not judge, as one confuſedly ſuppo- 
ſeth, That this Difference in an out- 
Ward Exerciſe, would commend the Unity of the 
true Faith: Nay, they took another Method. 
It is faid expreſly, Acts 15. 16. And the Apoſtles 
and Elders came together, to conſider 
ons bin. " of this Matter; and after there had 
ing been much diſputing about it (no doubt 
| then there were here Diverſities of 
Opinions and Judgments) the Apoſtles and El- 
Zers told their Judgments, and came allo to 3 
a 
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II. poſitive Concluſion. Sure ſome behoved to ſub- 
ne, mit, elſe they ſhould never have agreed. So thoſe 
that were the Elders, gave a poſitive Judgment; 
oly and they were bold to lay, That it pleaſed not 
1ere only them, but the Holy Ghoſt, By all which it 
ſely doth undeniably appear, that the Apoſtles, and 
ſtri- primitive Saints, practiſed a Holy Order and 
ted Government among themſelves: And J hope 
So none will be ſo bold as to ſay, they did theſe 
& to Things without the Leadings of the Spirit of 
.ord WW God, and his Power and Authority concurring, 
d of and going along with them. | 
iples WR And that theſe Things were not The Apo- 
they only fingular Practices, but that ſtles Doctrine 
will they held it doctrinally ; that is to pan ans pag, 
1 we WR fay, it was Doctrine which they Church. 
Or- pireached; that there ought to be 
d of Order and Government in the Church, is mani- 
feſt from theſe following Teſtimonies, 
cum- 1 Cor. 4. 15, 16, 17. (1g. ) For though |, Cor. . 
> cir-¶ Deu have Ten Thouſand Inſtructors in 16, 17. 
ſaw WW Crit; yet have ye not many Fathers : 
Follow For in Cbriſt Jeſus, I have begotten you through th 
y did Goſpel. (16.) Wherefore ] beſeech you, be ye Follows- 


ppo- ef me. (17.) For this Cauſe bave 1 ſent unto 
1 out- Dou Timotheus, who is my beloved Son, and faith- 
of the ful in the Lord; who ſhall bring you into Remem- 
-thod. MR France of my Ways, which be in Chriſt, as I teach 


RCNVV 


poſtles very where in every Church. Here the Apoſtle 
onfider Paul is very abſolute : Firſt, In that he deſires 
e had chem to be Followers of him. Secondly, In that 
doubt he ſends a Teacher, yea, a Miniſter, and eminent 
ties of {Wt Biſhop, or Overſeer of the Church, for to put 
ad El- them in Mind of his Jays, which be in Chriſt, 


o to 4 
oſitive 


as 
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as be taught in every Church. No doubt there 
were Apoſtates, and diſſenting Spirits in the 
Church of Corinth, that gave Paul occaſion thus 
to write, as he teſtifies in the Beginning of the 
Chapter, how he was judged by ſome of them; 


he ſhews, how they were grown high; Verſe 8. 


Now ye are full, now ye are rich, ye have reigned 
as Kings without us, &c. Might not 


Diſſenting theſe Diſſenters of the Church of | 
| Reaſonings Cyrintb, have reaſoned thus againſ 


e Paul ? Did not this Paul teach us, 
_ vernment, at firſt, 10 mind the Meaſure of Grace 

in ourſelves, and follow that ? (for 
no donde that was Paul's Doctrine) But now he 
begins to Lord it over us, and tells us, we muſt 
be Followers of him. Might not they have judg- 
ed the Beloved Timothy to be far out of his 
Place? Might they not have ſaid, It ſeems it 
is not God 1 that moved thee, and ſent thee here 
by his Spirit; but lordly Paul, that ſeeks Do- 


minion over our Faith: It ſeems thou comeſt 


not here to preach Chriſt, and wiſh us to be 
Followers of him, .and of his Grace in our 
Hearts; but to mind us to follow Paul's Ways, 
and take notice, how he feaches in every Church: 
We are not concerned with him, nor with his 
Meſſenger, nor with any of your Orders, and 
ſo forth. Doth not this run very plauſible! 
I queſtion not but there was ſuch a Reaſoning 
among the Apoſtate Corinthians; let ſuch as 
are of the ſame Kind among us examine ſeri: 
ouſly, and meaſure their Spirits truly hereby. 


Yea, he goes yet further in the following Chap: 
| | te, 


* 
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er, Verſes 3, 4. Verſe 3. As abſent 
in Body, but preſent in Spirit, have 1 Cor. 5. 
judged already, as though I were pre- The Power 
ſent, concerning him that hath ſo done of giving 
this Deed. Verſe 4. In the Name of Judgment in 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, when ye are the Church. - 
gathered together, and my Spirit 
with the Power of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, &c. 
Would not one think this to have been a very 
ſreſumptuous Word? And yet who dare offer to 
condemn it? From all which, I ſhall ſhortly ob- 
ſerve, that it ſeems it was judged no Inconſiſt- 
ency nor Contradiction, to be Followers of the 
Grace in themſelves, to be per ſcwaded in their own 
| Hearts, and alſo to be Followers of the Apoſtle Paul, 
| and of his Ways ; becauſe his Ways and Exam- 
ple was no other than the Spirit of God in 
themſelves would have led them to, if they had 
been obedient. Therefore he found it needful 
to charge them poſitively to fallow bim, without 
adding this Reaſon. 
on, the great Argument the Apoſtle uſes 
o perſwade them hereunto, upon which he 
_ inſiſts, becauſe he had begot- 
| ten them into the Truth; Ye have As of Fa- 
not many Fathers; for in Crift „ 0, 
ſus, I have begotten you through the 
Goſpel: Wherefore I beſeech you, be ye Followers 
of me. So he makes that as the Cauſe ; which 
| the ſame Apoſtle alſo in his Expoſtulation with 
the Galatians, putting them in mind how he 
preached the Goſpel to them at firſt, and Chap. 
4. Ver. 15. Where is then the Bleſſedneſs ye ſpake 
ef For I bear you Record, if po ble, ye hae 
ave 


—— — — 
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„Certain e in the Power over them to bring 


Spirit: But we know (as they did of old) that 
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have- plucked out your own Eyes, and given then... 1 
uno me. We ſee then, that the Lord hath, and Will 
_..__ doth give ſuch, whom he hath fur- Men: 

ns Over- niſhed, and ſent forth to gather 2 egy 
ſeers, People unto himſelf, Care and Over- Ml... 
ſight over that People; yea, and a 155 


keep 
land t 
in thi 
Mur. 
leads 
with 
head 
that 

And 
mak 
muc 
fink! 
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them back to their Duty, when they 
ro be o- ſtray at any time; and to appoint, 
e yea, and command fuch Things as are 
8 needful for Peace, and Order, and 
* Unity's Sake: And that there lies an Obligation 
upon ſuch, as are ſo gathered, to reverence, bo. 
nour, yea, and obey ſuch as are ſet over them in 
the Lord. For, faith the ſame Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 2. 
9. For to this End alſo did I write, that 1 might 
know the Proof of you, whether you be obedient in 
all Things : And Chap. 7. Ver. 13. 15. Yea, and 
exceedingly the more ad we for the Foy of Titus, 
becauſe bis Spirit was refreſhed by you all. Ver. 15. 
And his inward Affection is more a- 
Betrayings of bundant towards you, whilſt he re. 
the Enemy. embreth the Obedience of you al, 
_ bow with Fear and Trembling tt 


cei ved him. 


Now this will not at all infer, as if they had 
been implicitly led of old: Or that ſuch, as 
having the fame Authority to exerciſe it now, 
fought Dominion over their Brethren's FAITH, 
or to force them to do any thing beyond, far lels 
contrary. to, what the Lord leads us to by his 


the Enemy. lies near to BETRAY under ſuch 
Pretenees, And ſeeing, in caſe of * 
the 
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em the Lord- hath, and doth, and will reveal his 
nd Wil to his People, and hath, and doth raiſe up 
ur Members of his Body, to whom he gives a Diſ- 
ö cerning, and Power, and Authority to inſtruct, 
reprave, yea, and command in ſome Caſes, 
thoſe that are faithful and low in their Minds, 
ugs keeping their own Places, and minding the Lord, 

and the Intereſt and Good of his Truth 

in the general over all, ſhut out the The Mar- 
Murmurer ; and the Spirit of God murer ſhut 
leads them to have Unity, and concur Out. 

with their Brethren. But ſuch as are 

heady and high-minded, are inwardly vexed, 

that any ſhould lead or rule, but themſelves: 
And fo it is the high Thing in themſelves, that 
makes them quarrel with others for taking ſo 
nuch upon them; pretending a Liberty, not 


ans ſinking down in the Seed to be willing to be of 
7 ho Reputation for its Sake. Such, rather than 


give up their own Wills, will ſtudy to make 
Rents and Diviſions, not ſparing 
The Flock; but proſtrating the Re- The Honazr 


all, putation and Honour of the Truth of Truth pro- 
7 Wn | I . ſtrated by 
Even to the World, miniſter to them Pivifions. 

d Oecaſion of Scorn and Laughter, . 

1 0 the hardening them in their Wickedneſs and 
5 Atheiſm. 
1 Beſides theſe Scrigtures 8 I ſhall ſet 
es Nen a few of many more that might be in⸗ 
1 anced to the ſame Purpoſe. \ 
hat Epheſ. 5. 03; Submitting Our - Scriptures for 
| [elves one MN nar in the, Hear of Submiſſion & 
uch od. | Lowlineſs of 
ce, | Mind ; and 
= Phil, 2. 3. Les nothing. * done Eſteem of the 


Ibrough Strife or vain Glory, but e 
O in 
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in Lowlineſs of Mind, let each eſteem other vette ti 
than themſelves, "6 
| Verſe 29. Receive bin therefore in the Tot tl 


'  wwith all Gladneſs, and hold ſuch in Reputation. ſt 
| And 3. 17. Brethren, be Followers together if Wl m 


me; and mark them, which walk ſo, as ye have uw 
for an l 8 | al 

And 4. 9. Thoſe Things, which ” have bull G 

learned, 5 recti ved, and heard, and ſeen in me, do, 

and the God of Peace ſhall be with you. L 

Col. 2. 5. For though I be ln in the Fi, t» 
yet am I with you in the Spirit, joying and bebt 

5 ing your Order, and the rays of your Fail N 

in Chriſt. 0 

1 Theſſ. 5. 12. Aud we beſeech you, Brethren, I 4: 
know them which labour among you, and are on ©: 
you in the Lord, and admoniſh you. 

Verſe 13. And to efteem them very highly ii n 
Love, for their Work's dale; and be at Pay an 
among your ſelves. 2 Ve 
Verſe 14. Now we exhort you, 3 wan u 

them that are unruly, comfort the feeble mind * 
ſupport the weak, be patient toward all Men. 

2 Theſſ. 2. 15. Therefore, Brethren, ſtand fall '5t 
and hold the Traditions which you have been * 1 
whether by Word, or our Epiſtle. Ez 

2 Cor. 10. 8. For though I ſrould boat ja a. 
what more of our Authority (which the Lord bali Von 
given us for Edification, and not for your Deſtrul Le 
tion) 1 ſhould not be aſhamed. ma, 

Now though the Papiſts greatly abuſe ti EE 
| Place, as if hereby they could juſtify that Mail » . 
of Superſtition, which they have heaped tog e 
ther; yet cm we will deny the plain Scrp Dig 


ture, 


III. 
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ture, we muſt needs believe, there lay an Obliga- 


tion upon the Theſſalonians to obſerve and hold 


theſe Appointments, and, no Doubt, needful In- 
ſtitutions, which by the Apoſtles . were recom- 
mended unto them: And yet who will ſay, that 
they ought, or were thereby commanded to do 
any Thing contrary to that which the Grace of 
God in their. Hearts moved them to? 
2 Theſſ. 3. 4. And we have Confidence in the 
Lord touching you, that ye both do, and 111 do 
the Things u ich we command you. | 
Verſe 6. Now we command you, Brethren, in # the 
Name of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, that ye withdraw 
yourſekves from every Brother that walketh diſor- 


derly, and not after the Tradition which Be: re- 


W „„ 
at more poſitive than this?. The 1 
and yet the Apoſtle was not here rity of the 
an Impoſer. And yet further, Church, no 
Verſe 14. And if any Man obey not Impoſition. 
our Word by this Epiſtle, note ther Man, and bave 
no Company with bim, that he may be aſhamed. 
Thus, Heb. 13. 7. — them which have 
the Rule over you, who have ſpoken unto you the 


Mord of God, whoſe Faith follow; conſi ering the 


End of their Converſation. 
| Verſe 17, Obey them that have the Rule over 
Jou, and ſubmit your ſelves ; for they watch for your 
Souls, as they that muſt give Account: That they 
may do it with Joy, and not with Grief ;, for that 
16 unprofitable for you. 
Jude 8. Likewil e alſo theſe filthy Nane de. 
fil the Fleſb, 477% Dun and * Evil Ee 
Dignities. 75 
| c 2 


F F , His: * 
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I might at length enlarge, if needful, upon 
4 "rliefſe Paſſages, any of which is ſufficient to prove 
the Matter in Hand; but that what is ſaid may 
ſatisfy, ſuch as are not wilfully blind and obſti- 
- nate. For there can be nothing more plain from 
than that the 


The primi- 1 theſe Teſtimonies, 
tive Chriſti- antient Apoſtles and primitive Chri- 
ans Order 


e e prattiſed Order and Govern- 
ment in the Church; that ſome did 
appoint and ordain certain Things; 
condemn 450 approve certain Practices, as well 
as Doctrines, by the Spirit of God: That there 
lay an Obligation in Point of Duty upon others 
to obey and ſubmit: That this was no En. 
croachment nor Impoſition upon their Chriſtian 
Liberty; nor any ways contradictory to their 
being inwardly and immediately led by the Spirit 
of God in their Hearts: And laſtly, That ſuch, 
as are in the true Feeling and Senſe; will find it 
their Places to obey, and be one with the Church 
of Chriſt in ſuch like Caſes : And that it is ſuch 
as have loſt their Senſe and Feeling of the Life 
of the Body, that diſſent, and are diſobedient, 
under the falſe Pretence of Liberty. So that thus 
it is ſufficiently n what I undertook. in 
this Place. . 
Wah, 1 judge there will need no 
Reaſon I. great Arguments to prove the People 
© of God may, and do well to exerciſe the 


pPractiſed in 
yz the Church. 


like Government upon the very like Occaſion, 


For even Reaſon may teach us, that what prov- 
ed good and | wholeſome Cures to the Diſtemper 
of the Church in former Ages, will not now (the 


very like Diſtempers falling in) prove _— 
an 


R 


and poiſonable; eſpecially, if we have the Tefti- 


ve non) of the ſame Spirit in our Hearts, not only 
ay allowing us, but commanding us ſo to do. It is 
t- manifeſt (though we are 1 for it) that the 


ſame Occaſions now fall in; we ä 

find that there are that have eaten Diftempers 5 
and drunken with us at the Table Y VETO 
of the Lord, and have been Sharers 0 a5 of © 
of the ſame ſpiritual Joy and Con- 

folation, that afterwards fall away. We find 
(to our great Grief) that ſome walk diſorderly ; 
and fome are puffed up, and ſtrive to fow Di- 
viſion, labouring to ſtumble the Weak, and to 
cauſe "Offences in the Church of Chriſt : What 
then is more ſuitable, and more Chriſtian, than 
to follow the Foot-ſteps of the Flock, and to 
labour and travel for the Good of the Church, 


ch, {Wand for the removing all that is hurtful; even 
dit Nas the Holy Apoſtles, who walked with enn 
ch Neid before us? If there be ſuch that walk diſor- 
uch aerly now, muſt not they be admoniſhed, re- 
Life buked and withdrawn from, as well as of did ? 
ent, Or is ſuch to be the Condition of the Church in 
chus {theſe katter Times, that all Aniquity muſt go 
r in 


nreproved? Muſt it be Hereſy, or Oppreſſion, 
to watch over one another in Love? To take 


d no Care for the Poor? To fee that there be no 
ople Corrupt, no defiled Members of the Body, and 
the farefully and chriſtianly deal with them, for re- 
ſion. ſtoring them, if poſſible; and for withdrawing 


from them, if incurable? I am perſwaded, that there 
re none that look upon the Commands of Chrift 
nd his Apoſtles, the Practice and Experience of 
de Primitive Church and Saints, as a ſufficient 
| 1 5 5 5 | Ss rece- 
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Precedent to authorize a Practice now, that will 
deny the Lawfulneſs or Uſefulneſs hereof, but 
muſt needs acknowledge the Neceſſity of it. But 

N if it be objected (as ſome have done) 
ohh , do not you deny, that the Scripture 

| is the adequate Rule of Faith and 
Manners ; and that the Commands or Practices 
of the Scripture are not a ſufficient Warrant for 
you now to do any Thing, without you be again 
authorized, and led unto it by the ſame Spirit? 
And upon that Score, do you not forbear ſome 
Things both praiſed and commanded by the pri- 
mitive Church and Saint? 

Well, J hope I have not any Thing weakened 
this Objection, but preſented it in its full Vigour 
and Strength: To which I ſhall clearly and di- 

ſtinctly anſwer thus. 

Times alter Firſt, Seaſons and Times do not 
the Uſeſul- alter the Nature and Subſtance of 
neſsof Thin * Things in themſelves; though it 
| commanded, | may cauſe Things to alter, as to the 
Une or not Uſefulneſs of them. 

Secondly, Things commanded and practiſed at 
certain Times and Seaſons fall of themſelves, 
when as the Cauſe and Ground, for which they 
were commanded, is removed, as there is no need 
now for the Decifion about Circumciſion, ſeeing 
there are none contend for it: Neither as to the 
Orders concerning Things offered to Idols, fee- 
ing there is now no ſuch Occaſion: Vet who vil 
ſay, that the Command enjoined in the ſame 
Place, As, 15. 20. To abſtain from Fornicatim, 
is now made void; ſeeing there is daily Need 
for its n in Force, becauſe it yet remain 

as 
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as a Temptation Man is incident to? We confeſs, 
indeed, we are againſt ſuch as from the bare Let- 
ter of the Scripture (though if it were ſcaſon- 
able now to debate it, we find but few to deal 
with, whoſe Practices are ſo exactly ſquared) ſeek 
to uphold Cuſtoms,” Forms or Shadows, when the 
Uſe, for which they were appointed, is _ 
or the Subſtance itſelf known and witneſſed ; 
| we have ſufficiently elſewhere anſwered our Op- 
poſers in the Caſe of Water-baptiſm, and Bread 
and Wine, &c. So that the Objection, as to that, 
doth not hold; and the Difference is very wide, | 
in reſpect of ſuch Things: The very Nature and 
Subſtance of which can never be diſpenſed with 
by the People of God, ſo long as they are in this 

World ; yea, without which they could not be 
1 People. For the Doctrines, and fundamental 
Principles of the Chriſtian Faith, we own and be- 
lere originally and principally, becauſe they are 
the Truths of God; whereunto the Spirit of 
God in our Hearts hath conſtrained our Under- 
ſtandings to obey and ſubmit. In the ſecond 
Place, we are greatly confirmed, ſtrengthened 
and comforted in the joint Teſtimony 
of our Brethren, the Apoſtles and Diſ- The joint 
les of Chriſt, who by the Revela- Tn 

of the Apo- 

tion of the ſame Spirit in the Days ſſles, e. to 
of old believed, and have left upon the Truths 
Record the ſame Truths; ſo we hav- of God in 
ing the Jame Spirit of Paith, accord- Our Hearts, 
[Ing as it is written, J believed, and 
therefore have I ſpoken; we alſo believe, and there- 
fore we ſpeak. And we deny not but ſome, 
that from the Letter have had the Notion of theſe 

C4 Things, 


. The AED of the Renters, Ac. Sect. III. 
þ Things, have thereby in the Mercy of God re. 
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ceived. Occaſion to have them revealed in the f 
Life: For we freely acknowledge (though oſten Wi 
calumniated to the contrary) that what ſoever 0 
Things were written aforetime, were written for Op 
our Learning; that we through Patience and Com- do 
fort of tte Scriptures may have Hope, So then! tha 
hope, if the Spirit of God lead me now unto that Ml mo 
which is good, profitable, yea, and abſolutely need. ple 
ful, in order to the keeping my Conſcience clear ¶ to 
and void of Offence towards God and Man, none ¶ and 
will be ſo unreaſonable as to ſay, I ought not to ¶ can 
do it, becauſe it is according to the Scriptures. He 
Nor do I think it will Yavour ill among any ſcri- is e 
ous, ſolid Chriſtians, for me to be the more con- and 
firmed and perſwaded that I am led to this Thing, tot 
by the Spirit, that I find it in myſelf good and le. 
uſeful; and that upon the like Occaſions Chriſt BM is u 
commanded it, and the "Apoſtles and primitive of t 
Chriſtians practiſed and recommended it. cou 
Now, ſeeing it is fo that we can boldly ſay, N ver. 
with a good Conſcience in the Sight of God, Bi wel 
that the ſame Spirit, which leads us to believe e 
the Doctrines and Principles of the Truth, and . 
to hold and maintain them again, after the Apo- Hear 
ſtacy, in their primitive and antient Purity, as 
they were delivered by the Apoſtles of Chriſt in 
the Holy Scriptures; I ſay, that the ſame Spi- 
rit doth now lead us into the like Holy Order Ml, 
and Government to be exerciſed among us, as it N Po 
was among them, being now the like Occation W 1 


and Opportunity miniſtred to us; therefore, what 
can any chriſtianly or rationally object againk 
it? F or that there is a real Cauſe for it, the 
Thing 
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© Thing itſelf ſpeaketh; and that it 


ve WY Kea Cauſe was the Practice of the Saints and 
for the ſame : ; 

n Bl order. | Church of old, is undeniable : What 

er kind of Ground then can any ſuch. 


or Oppoſers have (being ſuch, as ſcrupling at this, 


n- do notwithſtanding acknowledge our Principle) 
1 1 Wl that this were done by Impoſition or Imitation, 
ut more than the Belief of the Doctrines and Princi- 
d- ples ? Seeing as it is needful to ule all Diligence 


to convince and perſwade People of the Truth, 
and bring them to the Belief of it (which yet we 
cannot do, but as Truth moves and draws in their 
Hearts) it is alſo no leſs needful, when a People 
is gathered, to keep and preſerve them in Unity 
and Love, as becomes the Church of Chriſt; and 
to be careful, as ſaith the Apoſtle, 7 hat a / 7 bings 
be done decently, and in order; and that all that 
is wrong be removed, according to the Method 
of the Goſpel; and the Good cheriſhed and en- 
couraged. So that we conclude, and that upon 
very good Grounds, That there ought now, as 
well as beretofore, to be Order and Government * 
the Church of Cbriſt. 
That which now cometh to bs 


rift 
tive 


ſay, 
od, 
leve 
and 


po- lead ul, examined in the third Place is, 

, as Firſt, What is the Order and Go- 
tn = vernment we plead for? == 
Spi- Secondly, In what Caſes, and bow 
rdet , far it may extend ? And in whom the 


a8 lt Prover deciſive is? 


ion Thirdly, How 7 differeth, and is wholly ano- 
what ler than the oppreſſive and perſecuting Principality 
ainlt Wof the Church of Rome, and other Anti. chriſtian 
the Ajemblies : Pe 


hing rer 


d before) ſeem to be offended, or at leaſt afraid 


the Church, and ſuch like Pretences, have been 
the great Weapons wherewith Antichriſt and the 
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"OECT.ION IV, 


Of the Order and Government which we plead for. 


T will be needful then, before I proceed to 
deſcribe the Order and Government of the 
_ Church, to conſider what is, or may be properly 
underſtood by the Church: For ſome (as I touch- 


of the very Word ; becauſe, The Power of the 
Church, the Order of the Church, the Judgment of 


apoſtate Chriſtians have been theſe many Genera- 
trons perſecuting the Woman, and warring againſt 
the Man-child. And, indeed, great Diſputes 
have been among the learned Rabbies in the 
Apoſtacy concerning this Church what it is, 
or what may be ſo accounted; which I find not 
my Place at preſent to dive much in, but ſhall 
anly give the true Senſe of it, according to Truth, 
and the Scriptures plain Teſtimony.  * 
What the The Word CHURCH in itſelf, 
Word and as uſed in the Scriptures, is no 
CHURCH other but a Gathering, Company, or 
 fignifies pro- Aſſembly of certain People, called or 
MO... gathered together : For ſo the Greet 
Word figmfies (which is that the Tranſlators 
render Church) which Word is derived from 
the Verb Evoco, I call out of, from the Root 
Voco, I call. Now though the Engliſh Word 
Church be only taken in ſuch a Senſe, as People 
are gathered together upon a religious Account; 
1 8 yet 
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yet the Greek Word, that is ſo rendered, is taken 
in general for every Gathering, or Meeting together 
of People : And therefore where it is ſaid, The 
r. 7own Clerk of the Epheſians diſmiſſed ' 
the Tumult, that was gathered there (dimiſit Con- 
together, the ſame Greek Word is n 


ie uſed, As 19. 41. be diſmiſſed the 

ly WAſembly (or the Church.) fa. | 
A Church then, in the Scripture- what a reli 
id Phraſe, is no other than a meeting gious Church 
or gathering of certain People, which s. 
cc it be taken in a religious Senſe, 


as. moſt commonly it is) are gathered together 


nc in the Belief of the ſame Principles, Doctrines 
n and Points of Faith, whereby as a Body they 


become diſtinguiſhed from others, and have a 


es certain Relation among themſelves ; and a con- 
he WW Ont Intereft to the maintaining and propagating 
is, theſe Principles they judge to be right: And 
OL 


therefore have a certain Care and Overſight over 
one another, to prevent and remove all Occaſions 
that may tend to break this their conjunct In- 
tereſt, hinder the Propagation of it, or bring In- 


1, my, Contempt, or Contumely upon it; or give 

10 ſuch as on the other Hand are, or may be banded 

or if together to undo them, juſt Occalion againſt 

% chem, to decry and defame them. e 

ek Now the Way to diſtinguiſh that How to di- 

rs Wi Church, Gathering, or Aſſembly of n my 

"Mm People, whereof Chriſt truly is the 1 * 5 
- Head, from ſuch as falſly pretend falſe. 

Ir 


© fiereto, is by conſidering the Principles and 
Grounds upon which they are gathered together, 
the Nature of that Hierarchy and Order they 
aye among themſelves, the Way and Method 
the | | 0 they 
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they take to u hold it, and the Bottom upon 
which it ſtandeth; which wilt greatly contribute 
to clear all Miſtakes. BAN | 
Foraſmuch as San#ification and Holineſs is the 
great and chief End among true Chriſtians, which 


moves them to gather together; therefore the 


Apoſtle Paul defines the Church in his Salutation 
to the Corinthians, 1 Cor. 1. 2. Unto the Church 
of God which is at Corinth, them that are ſantti. 
' fied in Ghriſt Jeſus, called 1 be Saints. So the 
Church is ſuch as are ſanftified i in Chriſt Jeſus, 
called to be Saints. 
The Church's 5 The Power and Authority, Or- 
Cate over der and Government we ſpeak of, 
its Members, is ſuch, as a Church Meeting, Ge 
Wes  thering or Aſſembly claims towards 
thoſe that have, or do declare themſelves Mem- 
bers, who own, believe and profeſs the ſame Doc! 
trines and Principles of Faith with us, and go 
under the ſame Diſtinction and Denomination ; 
whoſe Eſcapes, Faults and Errors, may by our Ad- 
verſaries juſtly be imputed to us, if not ſeaſon- 
ably and chriſtianly reproved, reclaimed or con- 
demned. For we are not fo fooliſh, as to con. 
cern ourſelves with thoſe who are not of us; 
far leſs, who ſtand im Oppoſition to us, ſo as to 
reprove, inſtruct, or reclaim them, as Fellow- Mem- 
bers or Brethren: Vet, with a Reſpect to remove 
the general Reproach from the Chriſtian Name, 
with a tender Regard to the Good of their im- 
mortal Souls, for the Zeal we owe to God's Glo- 
ry, and for the Exaltation and Propagation of 
his everlaſting Truth and Goſpel in the Earth, 


we have not been wanting, with the Hazard of 
our 
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n our Lives, to ſeek the ſcattered Ones, holding 
te forth the living and ſure Foundation, and invit- 
ing and perſwading all to obey the Goſpel of 
Chrift, and to take Notice of his Reproofs, as 
he makes himſelf manifeſt in and by his Light 
in their Hearts. So our Care and Travel is, and 
hath been towards thoſe that are without, that 


on a 
ve may bring them into the Fellowſhip of the 
;;_ Saints in Light; and towards thoſe that are 
he brought in, that they may not be led out again, | 


or drawn aſide, either to the Left-hand, or the 


5, | 
Right, by the Workings and Temptations of the 

* rg 2 ook an 

of, Theſe Things being thus cleared and opened, 


ve do poſitively affirm, That we being a People 
gathered together by the Power of God (which moft, 
if not all of thoſe, that ariſing among ourſelves 
do oppoſe us herein, have acknowledged) into 
the Belief of certain Principles and Doctrines, 
and alſo certain Practices and Performances, by 
which we are come to be ſeparated and diſtin- 
guiſned from others, ſo as to meet apart, and 
alſo to ſuffer deeply for our joint Teſtimony ; 
there are, and muſt of Neceſſity be, as in the ga- 
thering of us, fo in the preſerving —— 
of us while gathered, Diverſities of 8 
Gifts and Operations for the edi- Church. 
lying of the whole Body. Hence. 
ith the Apoſtle, 1 Tim. 5. 17. Let the Elders, 


ne, 
m- ba rule well, be counted worthy of double Honour, 
lo- {Mt f/Pecially they who labour in the Word and Doc- 
of ne: And this we ſuppoſe neither to be Popiſp, 
th, or Anti-chriſtian, let our Oppoſers ſay it, as 
of Nett as they can, without reckoning the Apoſtles 


ſſuch. 8 LN | | Secondly, 


them from their inward Guide; yea, on the 
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_ Secondly, Foraſmuch as all are not called n 1ari 
the ſame Station, ſome rich, ſome pvor ; ſome i we 
Servants, ſome Maſters, frame . married, ſome aq 
unmarried ; ſome Widows, and ſome Orphan . 

and ſo forth; it is not only convenient, but ab. 


in t 

. ſolutely needful, that there. be cer. pra 
55 Meetings a- tain Meetings at certain Places and Ap 
uy boutBulineſs. | We 2: imes, as may beſt ſuit the Conve. vit 
; niencies of ſuch, who may be mot 7b 
particularly concerned in them; where botk lea 
thoſe that are to take Care may aſſemble, and are 


thoſe who may need this Care, may come and 
make known their Neceſſities, and receive Help, 
whether by Counſel or Supply, according ti 
their reſpective Needs. This doth not at al 
| contradict the Principle of being let 
0 or ct _ . inwardly and immediately by th: 
2 ſtle. 15 k Spirit 3 elſe how came the Apoſtle 
in that Day of the powerful pour 
ing forth of the Spirit of God, to ſet apart Men 


for this Purpoſe ? Sure, this was not to lead 


Ka it isgexpreſly. ſaid, Look ye out amo} 
von ſeven 27 boneſt Report, full of the Hah 
C. and Wiſdom, whom we may appoint over 1 
Bußſineſs. Sure, they were not to undertake i 
Buſineſs, being full of the Holy Ghoſt, whid 
might import a Contradiction to their being led 
by it: So we fee, it is both fit and ſuitable 9 
the Apoſtles Doctrine, to have Meetings abou 
Buhnel.. Now. if any ſhould be ſo whimſical « 
conceited, as to ſcruple their being at ſer Place 
and Times, though theſe be nothing relative © 
the RU Parts, but only e. re- 
lating 
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1 i lating to the Conveniency of our Perſons (which 


oneW we muſt Have regard to, ſo long as we are cloth- 
ome ed with Fleſh and Blood: And ſuch Notioniſts, 


as are againſt this godly Care, work far more 
in their vain Imaginations, than they reduce to 
Practice; being like unto ſuch, of whom the 
Apoſtle James teſtified, who content themſelves, 
with ſaying to the Naked, be cloathed; and to 


not Wl the Hungry, be fed; while they offer not, in the 
both leaſt, to miniſter to them thoſe Things which 
. are needful for cloathing and feeding of them.) 
an 


Yet ſhall we not ſcruple to make it appear, 


le chat it is not without very good Ground that 
3 to we both appoint Places and Times. 
t al And firſt, as to the Place, I ſay as eee 
* . , . VN OH laces to 
before, it is with our Bodies we meet in 
the muſt meet, as well as with out. 
ole Spirits; and ſo, of Neceſſity, we muſt convey 
* our Bodies unto one Place, that we may ſpeak 
en 


and act in thoſe Things we meet for: And that 
muſt be in ſome certain Place, where all muſt 
know, where to find it; having herein a Regard 


on to the Conveniencies and Occaſions of ſuch as 
Hoy meet. Were it fit, that thoſe of the Church 
in of Corinth ſhould go do their Buſineſs at Au- 
ea 


tioch, or the Church of Jeruſalem at Rome 2 
Nay ſurely, God hath not given us our Reaſon 
to no Purpoſe ; but that we ſhould make uſe 


e ok it for his Glory, and the Good of our Bre- 
601 thren ; yet always in Subjection to his Power 
al of Bi and Spirit. And therefore we have Reſpect to 
lacs theſe Things in the appointing of our Meetings, 
e (08 and do it not without a Regard to the Lord, but 
„eigne Senſe of his Fear. And fo the like as to 


imes, 
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Vue, which, is no contradicting of the inward 
Leading of the Spirit. Elſe how 
— con came the Apoſtle to appoint a Time 
5 —_ to the Corinthians in their Contri- 
_ pointed. P” + butions, deſiring them, 1 Cor. 16, 2, 
Ta lay by them in Store upon the 
firſt Day of tbe Meek; yea, - ſaith he not, that 1 
gave the ſame Oraer to the Church of Galatia. 
know not how any in Reaſon can quarrel Go 
Jet Times for outward Buſineſs, it being done in 
a Subjection to God's Will, as all Things ought 
to be; or elſe how can ſuch as ſo do, but quar- 
rel with the Apoſtle for this Impoſition (at that 
rate) upon the Churches of Corinth. and Galatia ? 
We appoint no fet Times for the Performance 
of the Worſhip of God, ſo as to appoint Men 
to preach and pray at ſuch and ſuch {et Times; 
though we appoint Times to meet together: in 
| the Name of the: Lord, that we may feel his Pre- 
ſence, and he may move in and through whom, 
. he pleaſats without Limitation... Which Prac- 
- tice of Meeting together, we ate, 
| Reaſons for | greatly encouraged to by the Pro- 


the Continu- miſe of Chriſt, and our own blefſed 
ance of our 


| faidPraftices. 3 and alſo we are ſevere- 
| ly prohibited to lay it aſide by the 
Holy Ae and alſo, on the other Hand, 
by the ſad Experience of ſuch as by Negligence 
or Prejudice forſake the Aſſemblies of God's 
People; upon many of which is already ful filled, 
and upon others daily fulfilling the aer 
threatened upon ſuch Tranſgreſſors: Read Heb. 
10. from Verſe 23, to the End, where that Duty 


is fo ſeriouſly exhorted to, and the Contempt of 
| 1 


7 


Icrell 
oura 
omi 
12 
quit 
bat 
Place. 


. * "RT 4 = a 
4 1 It , 5 * 
W 3 ＋ eo ab WY th "ou 
wi * 
* * 
hy 9 


Church Order and Government Eſtabliſbed. 44 1 


t reckoned a wilful Sin, almoſt (if not altoge- 
her) unpardonable; yea, a treading under Foot © 
he Son of God, and a doing Deſpight to the Spirit 
F. Grace ; which is fulfilled in our Day, and 
roves the lamentable Fruits of ſuch as have ſo 
ack-ſlidden among us. And therefore having fo 
uch good and real Ground, for what we do 
crein, together with the Approbation and En- 
ouragement of Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, both by _ 
ommand and Practice, we can (as that both the 
oba and Omega, the Foundation and Cap- ſtone 

quired) faithfully affirm in good Conſcience, 
Ja God hath led us by his Spirit, both to appoint 
laces and Times, where we may ſee the Faces one 

F another ; and to take Care one for another, pro- 
ling one another to Love and good Works. And 
Ir Faith and Confidence herein cannot be ſtag- 
fred by a meer Denial in our Oppoſers, which 
Þ Man of Conſcience and Reaſon will ſay it 
ght; ſeeing the Thing itſelf . hath ſuch a "4 
and real Cauſe and F oundation, ſo good and 
table a Pattern and Example, and that it is 
nſtantly confirmed to us, both by the Teſtimony 
God's Spirit in our Hearts, and by the good 
uits and Effects which we daily reap thereby, 


a Seal. and Confirmation that God is well hey 


eaſed therewith, and approveth us in it. n 
Having thus far proceeded to ſhew that there 
ght to be Order and Government among the 
ople of God, and that that which we plead 


is, That Thirs may be certain Meetings fer. — * 
art for that End; it is next go be conſidered, '., 


what Caſes, and how far it may extend. 
D 
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of thoſe © 


bout Buſi- 
neſs. 


the like among us, and that is, The Care of th 

Poor; of Widows and Orphans. Love and Cim- 
_ paſſion are the great, yea, and the chiefeſt Mark 
_ of, Chriſtianity : Hereby Hall it be known, fait 
Chriſt, that ye are my Diſciples, if ye love on 
another. And James the A ſtle places Religin 


g Cue for the 
eo ren. the Fatherleſs and Widows in thi 


Theld of Faith that need, that they may be ſu 


Them that need? i bat needs Vrin en. il, i 
fuch FO woes: en 
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f - extends. 33 FRA to Ovary: and Tem the! 


Th ES. ww Shall ROT af] that, which God 

I gave the firſt Riſe for this Or- 
Meetings a- der among the Apoſtles; and I 0 
_ verily believe, might have been x 
mong the firſt Occaſions that gar 


. | herein in the irſt Place; Pure R 
. To ate Axion (faith he) and undefiled h 
r fore Cod and the Father is, to vj 


" Aﬀittions, &c. For this then, 1 
one main End; do we meet together, that Enqui 
may be made, if there be any Poor of the Ho 


plied; that the Widows may be taken Care 0 
that the C Orphans and Fatherleſs may be bred u 
and educated. Who will be ſo Unchriſtian, 

to reprove this good Order and Government, i 
to ſay it is needleſs? But if any will thus objel 
May not the Spirit lead every one of you' to giie 
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1 3 The Sprit of God ada us ſo to do; 
hat can they ſay to the contrary ? Nor is this 
I Practice any ways inconſiſtent with being in- 
wardly and immediately led by the Spirit; for 
the Spirit of God doth now, as well as in the Days 
of old, lead his People into thoſe Things which 
Ware orderly, and of a good Report; for he is the 
God of Order, and not of Confuſion: And there- 
fore the holy Apoſtles reno 
Inconſiſtency with their being led The Exams 
by the Spirit, to appoint Men full Apoſtles * 
F the Holy Ghoſt, and of Wiſdom, 
wer the Buſineſs of the Poor. Now, if to be full 
F the Holy Ghoſt. be a Qualification needful for 
this Employment; ſurely the Nature of their 
Employment was not to render this ſo needful a 
Qualification uſeleſs and ineffectual, as if they 
dere not to be led by it. 
Moreover we ſee, though they were at that 
Lime all filled with the Spirit, yet there was 
omething wanting before this good Order was 
Mabliſhed.. There was a Murmuring, that ſome 
Vidows were nepleted in the daily Miniſtration ; 
Ind we muſt not ſuppoſe the Apoſtles went about 
p remedy” this Evil, that was creeping into the 
hurch,” without the Counſel of God by his Spi- 
it, or that this Remedy they were led to, was 
lepping into Apoſtacy; neither can it be ſo ſaid | 
us, we proceeding upon the like Occaſion. 
If then it be thus needful and 
uitable to the Goſpel, to relieve = 
e Neceſſities: of the Poor, that as Poor. 3 
dere was no Beggar to be among 4 
| del of ads ſo far leſs now; muſt there not 
PE 43 D 3 be : 
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be Meetings to appoint. Contribution, in order 
to the performing theſe Things? Which is no 
other, but the giving of a general Intimation 
what the Needs are, that every one, as God 
moves their Hearts, and hath proſpered them 
(without Impoſition, Force or Limitation) may 


give towards theſe needful Uſes. In which Cab "of 
theſe Murmurers at our good Order in ſuch {Wicco 
Matters, may well think ſtrange at the Apoſtle: aki 
How preſſingly! how earneſtly doth he reiterate {ence 
his Deſires and Provocations, ſo to ſpeak, in this may 
Reſpect to the Corinthians, 1 Cor. 16. 2. and rie 
the eighth and ninth 3 of the ſeebnd out 
Epiſtle throughout! 8 6x whe 
Now, though he beſtißtes to 40 8 leren and 
That they are the 7. emples of the Hely Ghoſt, aud Wig! 
| that the Spirit of God dwells in them; yet ceaſeth Wand” 
he not to intreat and exhort, yea, 0 to re be! 
ths them certain Orders in this Matter. gend 
Beſides all theſe Reaſons, which are ſuffcien amor 
to convince any unprejudicate Man, the ſecret ron 
Approbation of God's Spirit accompanying us in ay 

_ this Thing, together with the Fruits and Effect Hnto 
of it; which Hundreds can witneſs to, whoſe {ther 
Needs have been ſupplied, and themſelves helped ve b: 
1 1 divers Difficulties; and the Teſtimonies {Move 
0 of ſome already, and of many mot N te 
5 Patberles Orphans, and Fatherleſs Children, Nef h: 
Children pat who Have found no Want, neither on, t 
e Father nor Mother, or other Rela- Nan bl 
tions, through the tender Love ande F. 
Care a God's People, in putting them to Trades iyntere 
and Employments, and giving them all needfu Truth 
Education: : Which will e it ö e' hat 


this an 
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od Nef Men; but the Work of bim who is appearing 


-m is Ten T. bouſands of his Saints, to eftabli iſh not only 
ay Truth, but Mercy and Righteouſneſs in 120 Earth. 


ae And for that End therefore in the 


\ch MWiccond Place this Order reacheth the 2, To. com- 


le: taking up and compoſing of Differ. boſe Differ- 


ences as to outward Things, which Church in 


Friend; for ſuch Things may fall Matters. 


ght be inſtanced. Or if thro the Workings 


ſeth Wand Temptations: of him, whoſe: Work is to beſgt 
give he Faithful, and People of the Lord, and to en- 
Neader (fo far as he can) Strife and Diviſion. 5 
dem mong them, any ſhould ſtep aſide, as to offer to 
cret erong or prejudice his Neighbour ; we do bold - 
as n aver, as a People gathered together by the Lord 


nto the ſame Faith, and diſtinguiſhed from all 


elf hath ſo much Reaſon, that I cannot tell if 
zer any, that are not wholly prejudieate or obſtinate, 
Rela· an blame it. For if we be of one Mind concern- 
e andes Faith anq Religion, and that it be our Joint- 


radestereſt to bring all others unto the ſame 


edu ruch with us, as ſuppoſing them to be wrong, 
„en bat Confidence can we have to think of re- 
_ this Hae Wein, if the. Truth we profeſs have 


N not 
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« * 


Cburcl e in Tepe ; 45 
0 0 # * paſs away, to thoſe that have an Eye to 
on fee; that theſe are not the meer Doings and Orders 
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ences in the | 


may fall out betwixt Friend and outward; - | 
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out through the Intricacies of divers Affairs, i 
where neither hath any poſitive Intention to injure 
and defraud his Neighbour, as in many Caſes | 


others by our Joint - Teſtimony and Sufferings, that 
ve haye Power and Authority to decide and re- 
nove theſe Things among ourſelves, without go- 
g to others to ſeek Redreſs. And this in it- 
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Truth, are neceſſarily ſuppoſed to be wanting? 
Should we affirm otherwiſe, it were to deſtroy 
the Truth and Faith we have been, and are, in 


hath no leſs Tendenſp. 


| fick Reaſon of this Thing, we haye the Concur 
rence, Approbation and Comfort. of the Apoſtles 


10 See. having a Matter againſt another, go 1 


| Saints! 7 If it be objected, Do you reckon all un- 
juſt that are not of you? 7 An * ag For: Pat 
lk void of Fulice? 


1 5 
1 
= 
1 
5 

1 


to go toLa ] ] uſeth this Expreſſion, I am Pe: 
; before the 4 "A 
Unjuſt, Ge. 


and juſt Men among the Heathen; and therefore 
the ſame Paul commends the Nobility of Feſtus 
He reckons them there Unjufin reſpect of the 


are not come to the juſt Principle of- God in then 
' ſelves, to obey it, and follow it: And therefore 


7 1 Ty" FP ot + F A F 2 
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"EF 6s. The reds if py Roma, &c. Set V. 
5 not Efficacy, as to reconcile us among ourſelves 
in the Matters of this World: If we be forced 
to go out to others for Equity and Juſtice, be. 
cauſe we cannot find it among ourſelves, how 
can we expect to invite them to come among us, 


when ſuch Virtues,” as which ſtill accompany the 


the Lord's Hand, building up: And indeed the 
Spirit and Practice of ſuch as | er us N 


1 | intrin 


Moreover, beſides the FP In. Ky 


Teſtimony, x Cor. 6. Dare any of you, 
Law before the Uni, and not before tht 


Belierere nat 1 anſwer, Though 15 Apoſtl 


ſwaded he did not reckon all other: 
unjuſt, that had not received then 
the Chriſtian-Faith. There were, no doubt, morl 


Saints, or comparatively with them, as ſuch 2 


thdugh he accounts them, who are leaſt eſteemed 
in Ares + Church, e to decide ſuch Matters 


vel 


1 , J ei 

e * N * ** TW, 
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v. + © Church-Governnent in Temporals. 4 
res BY yet he ſuppoſeth it ſafer to ſubmit to their Judg- 
ment in ſuch Caſes, though it were by ' zaking 
Wrong, or ſuffering Wrong, than to go before o- 
thers, to the greater Reproach of the Truth. We 
hope, though many Occaſions of this kind have 
fallen. in among us, fince we have been a People, 


OW 
us, 
the 
g 
roy 
1 in 
the 
ein, 


none have had juſt Occaſion to decline our Judg- 
ment. And though ſome ſhould ſuppoſe them- 


Ver. 7. This were thereby a Fault in them,and would 
trin· 
cur- 
tle's 
ou, 
70 10 
ethi 
uu. 


Peo- 


oſtle 
5 per- 


would rather ſuffer what, to their Apprehen- 
ſions, may ſeem wrong. For in Matters wherein 
two Parties are oppoſite in the Cafe 
of Meum and Tuum, it is fomewhat The Caſe 
hard to pleaſe both; except where of Meum and 
the Power of Truth, and the righte- T. 

ous Judgment thereof reaching to 


then Wi ken,” or in the Wrong; which hath frequently 
moral fallen out among us, to the often refreſhing and 
refore Wl confirming our Souls in the certain Belief, that 
. Chriſt was fulfilling. his Promiſes among us, In 
of the reſtoring Judges, as at the firſt, and Counſellors, 
a TEST Some. INGLY 

thew- Now, ſuppoſe any ſhould Going before Unbeliev- 


refor:i be fo pettiſh, or humorous, ers from che Judgment. 


f the Brethren, is a Diſ- 
-emed as not to agree mn ſuch Mat- 3 to the Truth. 5 


ters i ters to the Judgment of : 
all 4 "bs 


ſelves to be wronged ; yet if they ſhould bring 
their Matter before others, we might ſay, as 
the Apoſtle faith in the fore-mentioned Chapter, 


evidence a greater Care of ſome outward Concern, 
than of the Honour and Intereſt of Truth; and 
therefore ſuch as have a tender Regard that way, 


that of God in the Conſcience, hath brought to a 
ther true Acknowledgment him that hath been miſta- 
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48 The Anarchy of the Ranters, &c. Sect. y. 


x Brethren, and to go before the * 


x (for though I reckon them not ſuch, Unbelievers 
as the Heathen of old, becauſe they profeſs a 


Faith in God and Chriſt ; yet I may ſafely ſay, 


they are Unbelievers as to theſe Principles and 


A | 5 Doctrines, which we know are the Truth of God; 


and in that Senſe muſt be Unbelievers as to him, 
that ſo appealeth to them from his Brethren.) 
I fay, ſuch as fo do, firſt commit a certain Hurt, 
and Evil, in ſtaining the Honour and Reputation, 
of the T ruth they profeſs, which ought to be 
dearer to us than our Lives. 


1 even in that 


outward Matter, for which tlley thus do, they 


run a. Hazard, not knowing whether Things 


_ ſhall carry, as they expect: If they loſe, they 


have a double Prejudice; if they gain, it is a 


too dear Rate; even with the Hurt of Truib's 


Reputation, which their out ward Advantage can- 
not make up. If then, it be unlawful 20 do Evil, 


that Good may come of it, even a Spiritual Good; 


far leſs is it Eds to do a Poſitive Evil, of ſo 


deep a Dye as to bring an evil Report upon 
the good Land, and give the Uncircumciſed an 


Occaſion to rejoice : - Out of the uncertain Hope 
of an outward. Gain, it is far better to ſuffer 
Loſs, as the Apoſtle N well argues in the 


Place above-mentioned. 
Indeed, if there be 5 ſuch, have been, or 


appear to 'be of us, as ſuppoſe, 7. here is not a Wiſe 
Man among us all, nor an honeſt Man, that is abl: 
10 judge betwixt bis Brethren ; we ſhall not co- 
vet to meddle in their Matter, being perſwaded, 


that either they, or their Cauſe, is nought.--- 


Though (Praiſes to God) among all thoſe that 


have 


this unanimous Teſtimony concern- 


„ WW . * n 
2 2 } 
. - 
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hive 1 gone from us, either upon one Account or 
other, I never heard that any were ſo minded 
towards us; but the moſt Part of 

them having let in the Offence of Apeſtates 


ſome Things, or Perſons, have had } <fimony 
concerning | 


ing us, that generally we are an honeſt = 


and upright-heartea People. 
But whatever Senſe our Enemies, or Apoltate 
have of us, who look aſquint on the Face of Truth, 
and can ſee nothing a- right in thoſe they love 
not, or are prejudicate againſt : This we can ſay, 
in the laſt Place (beſides the Reaſons and Scrip- 
ture above declared) that the good Fruits, and 
Effects, which daily abound to the Houſhold of 


Faith, in this, as well as the other Parts of the 


Government the Lord is eſtabliſhing among us, 
doth more and more commend it unto us; and 
confirmeth our Hearts in the certain Belief of 
that, which we can confidently teſtify in good 
Conltience That God hath led us bereunto by bis 
Spirit ; and we ſee the Hand of the Lord herein, 
which in due Time will yet more appear; that as 
5 our faithful Teſtimony, in the Hand 
of the Lord, that antichriſtian and pi cy 
apoſtatized 8 the NA- eee 
TIONAL MINISTRY, hath re- and Tythes, 
ceived a deadly Blow by our diſ- have teceiv'd 
covering and witneſſing againſt their Fw, 

forced nac and Tythes, by 


againſt which we have teſtified by many cruel 


dulferings of all Kinds (as our Chronicles ſhall 


make Bun to Generations to come) ſo that their 


Kingdom, in the Hearts of Thouſands, begins ta 
__ taſter 


50 25 h of the Ranters, Ne. Sedt. v. 


totter and loſe its Strength, and mall aſſuredly 
fall to the Ground, through Trutb's prevailing 
in the Earth; ſo on the other Hand do we, by 
coming to Righteouſneſs and Innocency, weaken 
the Strength of their Kingdom, who judge for 
Rewards (as well as ſuch as preach for Hire) and 
by not miniſtring Occaſion to thoſe, who have 
| heaped up Riches, and lived in Exceſs, Luſt and 
Riot, by feeding and preying upon the Iniquities 
and Contentions of the People. For as Truth 
and Righteouſneſs prevails in the Earth, by our 
faithful witneſſing and keeping to it, the Nations 
| thall come to be eaſed and diſburdened of that 
deceitful Tribe of Lawyers (as well 

: Lawyers as Prieſts) who by their many Tricks 
40 Totrica. and endleſs Intricacies, have rendred 
cies foment Juſtice, in their Method, burden- 
Controver- ſome to honeft Men, and ſeek not 
on. ſo much to put an End, as to foment 
Controverſies and Cantus that 
they themſelves may be ſtill fed and upheld, and 
their Trade kept up. Whereas by Truth's Pro- 
agation, as many of theſe Controverſies will die 
by Mens coming to be leſs contentious ; ſo when 
any Difference ariſeth, the Saints giving Judg: 
ment, without Gift or Reward, or running into 
the Tricks and endleſs Labyrinths of the Law: 
yers, will ſoon compoſe them. And this is that 
we are perſwaded the Lord is bringing about 
in our Day, though many do not, and many will 
not ſee it; becauſe it is indeed in a Way differ- 
ent and contrary to Mens Wiſdom, who are nov 
_ defpiſing Chriſt in his inward Appearance, be. 


cauſe of the Meanneſs of it, as the Fews of 0 
0 


7 « e in ; Temporals. | 51 


y tid him in his outward : Yet notwithſtanding 
9 there were ſome then that did witneſs, and could 
not be ſilent, but muſt teſtify that He was come; 
even ſo now are there Thouſands that can ſet 
to their Seal, that he hath now again the Second 
time. appeared. and is appearing in Ten Thouſands 
of. bis Saints; in and among whom (as a firſt 
Fruits of many more that ſhall be gathered) he 
is reſtoring the Golden Age, and _ 
bringing them into the Holy Order chrig's re- 
and Government of his own Son, who ftoring the | 
is ruling, and to rule in the midſt of Golden * 
them, ſetting forth the Counſellors 
as at the Beginning, and Judges as at Firſt; ; and 
eſtabliſning Truth, Mercy, Righteouſneſs and 
Judgment again in the Earth: Amen, Hallelujah [ 
5 bra, Theſe Meetings take Care as 
in the Caſe of Marriages, that all 3: To take 
things be clear; and that there may ure in a 
| f 5 5 | aſe of Mar- 
be nothing done in that 'Procedure, riages, 

winch afterwards may prove to the * 
Prejudice of Truth, or of the Parties concerned ; 
which being an outward Thing (that is acknow- 
ledged in itſelf to be lawful) of the greateſt Im- 
portance a Man or Woman can perform in this 


orderly Procedure whereof, very great Snares and. 
Reproaches may be caft both upon. the Parties, 
and the Profeſſion owned by them; therefore it 
doth very fitly, among other Things, when it 
occurs, come to be conſidered of by the People 
of God, when met, to take care to preſerve all 
Things right and ſavoury in the Houſhold of 
ach. We do believe, our Adverſaries, that 


watch 


World; and from the ſudden, unwary, or diſ- 


N 3 Mo ay 


ue 
1. 


1 7 he 2 7 the Renders, Be : ' Sect. v. 


watch for Evil againſt us, would be glad how 
promiſcuouſly or diſorderly we proceeded in this 
_ weighty Matter, that ſo they might the more 
boldly accuſe us, as Overturners of all human 
and Chriſtian Order: But God hath got left us 
without his Counſel and Wiſdom in this Thing; 
nor will he, that any ſhould receive juſt Occaſion 
againſt us his People: And therefore in this 
' weighty Concern, we, who can do nothing againſt 
the Truth, but all for, and with Regard to the 
Truth, have Ae Seer 1h 0 the Lord. 
. Ab. 
Our Te- F iſt; T bat we cannot . N with 
dino Mg thoſe that walk not in, and obey not 
1 60 " bbe Truth, as being of another Jud. 
ying wit | f 8 
the Unbe- . ment, or Fellowſhip ; or pretending to 
- lievers. it, walk not ney; _ 6%, cit 
\ tbereto. | 
2. By the _ Secondly, Nor can doe go to tbe 
Frieſt. Hireling- Prieſts, to uphold their falſe 
and u ſurped Authority, who take upon them to mar- 
ry People without any Command, or indent for 
it from the Ea of CG, 
Laſtly, Nor can we- ſuffer any 
3. In forbid- ¶ ſuch kind of Marriages to paſs- among 
den Degrees. us, which either as to the Degrees i 
Conſanguinity, or otherwiſe, in itſelf 
is unlawful, or from which there oy be wy l 


enge caf upon our Way. Ss 
As to the” firſt _—_ they being 
Tel. 7, Matter of Principles received and 
Againſt Un- believed, it is not my, Work here to 


te them; only ſince they are 


received a and owned as ſuch (for which we on 
| anc 


| re Government i in e Temporal... 33 


>; Ground of dur Faith in all Thin 


ad: hive given our ' ſufficient Reaſons elſewhere, 
w Mas for our other Principles) we ought - to care 
is hom any, by walking otherwiſe, bring Reproach 
re Nupon us; yet not to paſs them wholly by, as 
an Ito the Firſt. Beſides the Teftimony of the Spirit 
us of God in our Hearts (which is the original 
we have the 
on Teſtimony of the Apoſtle Paul, 2 Cor. 6. 14. 
us e ge not unequally yoked together, &c. Now 
iſt if any ſhould think, it were much from this 
he {WScripture to plead it abſolutely unlawful, in any 
d. Caſe, to join in Marriage with any (however 
Jotherwiſe ſober) becauſe of their not being one 
th rich us in all Things, I ſhall ſpeak my Judg- 
vot ment. To me it appears ſo ; and to many more 


— 


- vho have obtained Mercy; and we think we have 


% be Spirit of God, But whether it be lawful or 
ble Woot, I can ſay poſitively, It is not expedient, 435 
neither doth it edify, and (as that which is of 


dangerous Conſequence) doth give juſtly Offence 


tender Heart will prefer his private Love to the 
Good and Intereſt of the whole Body. 
As for the Second, In that we. 


any eny the Prieſts their aſſumed Au- Te. Ko 
ong hority and Power to marry, it is PEN Ufar- 
Flat which in no wiſe we can recede pations. 
ſelf rom, nor can we own any in the 

ju oing of it; it being a Part of our Teſtimony 


gainſt the Uſurpations of that Generation, who 


ing ever yet, that I ever heard of, could produce 
and ay Scripture-proof, or- Example for it. 
: to ind ſeeing none can pretend Conſcience in the 
are 


Matter 28 they themſelves confeſs, that it is 
no 


to the Church of Chriſt: And therefore no true 
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v4. tas ; 2 * 
* nnr 28 . 1 


no Part of the Eſſence of Marriage) if any pre- 
tending to be among us, ſhould, through Fear, 
Intereſt, or Prejudice to the Truth, come under, 
and bow to, that Image, have we not Reaſon to 
deny ſuch laviſh and ignoble . as mind 
not Truth and its Teſtimony | 3 | 

me EY Lafily, Seeing, if any walking 
 Againit for- with us, or going under the ſame 
| bidden De- Name, ſhould haſtily or dijorderh 
grees of Con. go together, either being within the 
8 * Degrees of Conſanguinity, which 
 Pre-engage- 

| ments, Se. the Law of God forbids, or that 
either Party ſhould have been for- 
; merly under any Tie or Obligation to others, 
or any other vaſt Diſproportion, which might 
bring a juſt Reflection upon us from our Oppo- 
ſers.; can any blame us for taking Care to pre- 
vent -theſe Evils, by appointing, that ſuch as 
fo deſign, make known their Intentions to theſt 
Churches or Aſſemblies, where they are moſt known, 
that if any know juſt Cauſe of Hindrance, it 
may be mentioned, and a timous Lett put to the 
Hurt, either by ſtopping it, if they can be brought 
to condeſcend ; or by refuſing to be Witneſſes and 
Concurrers with them in it, if they will not! 
For we take not upon us to hinder any to- marry, 
otherwiſe than by Advice, or diſconcerning out- 
| ſelves; neither do we judge, that ſuch as do mur- 
ry contrary to our Mind, that therefore theit 
Marriage is null and void in itſelf, or may be 
diflolved afterwards; Nay, all our meddling 5 
in a holy Care for the Truth. For if the Thing 
be right, all that we do, is to be Witneſſes and 


if otherwiſe, that \ we may ſay for our Vindicr 
tion 


K in ; Temporals. | PT, 5 5 


tion to ſuch as may upbraid us therewith, that 
we adviſed otherwiſe, and did no ways concur in 
the Matter; that ſo they may bear their own 
„ Burden, and the Truth and People of God be 
1 8 cleared. . 
Now I am confident that our Way 55 

| herein is ſo anſwerable to Reaſon and What kind 
; Chriſtianity, that none will blame us f e an 
therefor z except either ſuch, whoſe od... 
regular and impatient Luſts can- Order of 
not ſuffer a ſerious and Chriſtian-Exa- Truth. 
mination,and an adviſed and moderate 
Procedure; or ſuch, who watching for Evil a- 
gainſt us, are ſorry wee ſhould proceed ſo Or- 
derly, and would rather we ſhould ſuffer all 
manner of Irregularities and Abominations, that 
they might have the more to ſay againſt us. But 
the ſolid and real Reaſons we have for our Way 
herein, will ſufficiently plead for us in the Hearts 


bf of all ſober Men ; and moreover, the Teſtimony 
; . of God's Spirit in our Hearts, doth abundantly 
he confirm us both againſt the Folly of the one, 
ipht and the Envy of the other. 


Fuurthly, There being nothing more 
ied needful, than to preſerve Men and 4-4 
Women in Righteouſneſs, after they are 4. Our Care 


att for reſtorin 
ah. brought into it; and alſo nothing o Waren 
na- more certain, than that the great Offenders. 


Enemy of Man's Soul ſeeks daily . 
thei 
now he may draw back again, and 


be 
5 i catch thoſe, who have in ſome Meaſure 8 
7 bis Snares, and known Deliverance from them; 
nd herefore do we alſo meet together, that we may 


receive an Opportunity to underſtand, if any 
have 
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have fallen under his Temptations, that we may 


reſtore them again, if poſſible ;. or otherwiſe /e. 
parate them from US. | Surely, if we did not 
ſo, we might be juſtly blamed as ſuch, among 


whom it were lawful to' commit any Evil unre- 


proved; indeed, this were to be guilty of that 
Libertiniſm which ſome have falſly accuſed uz 
of, and which hath been our Care all along, as 
became the People of God, to avoid: Therefore 
we have ſought always to Keep the Houſe clean, 
by faithfully reproving and removing, accord- 
ing to the Nature of the Offence, and the Scan- 


dal following thereupon}, private Things private- 
Iy, and public Things publicly. We defire not 


to propagate Hurt, and defile Peoples Minds, 
with telling them ſuch Things as tend not to 
edify; yet do we not ſo cover over, or {mooth 
over any Wickedneſs, as not to deal roundly 


with the Perſons guilty, and cauſing them to 


take away the Scandal in their Acknowledgment 
before all, to whoſe Knowledge it hath come: 


Vet judge we not ourſelves obliged to tell that 
in Gath, or publiſh that in the Streets of Aſkelon, 
which make the Daughters of the Uncircumciſed 


rejoice; or «ſtrengthen Atheiſts and Ranters in 
their Obdurateneſs, who feed more upon the 
Failings of the Saints, than to imitate their true 
Repentance. And therefore where we find an 


unfeigning Returning to the Lord, we deſire not 
to remember that which the Lord hath for- 
gotten; nor yet to throw Offences in the Way 


of the Weak, that they may ſtumble upon them. 
And therefore I conclude, that our Care as to 


theſe Things alſo is moſt needful, and a m_ 
On. that 


22 


1 N Church-Government in Spirituals. 5 57 
dat Order and Goverment, which the Church 
'- Wof Chriſt never was, nor can be without 3.48 
ot doth abundantly appear by divers Scriptures here- 
//; TH Os ens” 


re How far this Government doth extend in Mat- 
5 ters Spiritual, and purely Conſcientious. 


Government of the Church, as it reſpects 
outward Things; and its Authority in condemn- 
ing or removing ſuch Things, which in them- 


to Wſcives are Evil, as being thoſe, which none will 
oth readily juſtify : The Neceſſity of which Things 
dy fuch, that few but will acknowledge the Care 
to 


and Order in theſe Caſes to be commendable and 


ent Werhedient. „% ĩð $M! 

ne: Now I come to conſider the Things of another 
bat Wind, which either verily are, or are ſuppoſed to 
lon, Ie Matters of CONSCIENCE, or at leaft, 
i ſed wherein People may lay claim to Conſcience, in 
5 be acting or forbearing of them. In which the 
the 


eat Queſtion is, How far in ſuch Caſes the 
burch may give poſitive Orders or Rules? How 
ar ber Authority reacheth, or may be ſuppoſed to 


etter clearing and Examination of which, it will 


Wa) e fit / OS 
hem. Firſt, Whether the Church of Chriſt Quell. 1. 

as 1 ath Power in any Caſes, that are 

od X 


atters of Conſcience, to give a poſitive 3 


e binding, and ought to be ſubmitted to? For the 


* "VI. EN e tw 
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„ De which NO be obligatory, upon 


Believers? 5 dl I þ 1 
„ con 5. 0, In w at aſes 
Quel. I. N ana Reſpeits ſhe may ſo do? 
i. 5 Thirdiy. Wherein conſiſts the Free- 
Queſt ; dom and Liberty of Conſcience, 


which may 5 . by the Members of the true 


urch Pw without judging one another ? 
1 Laſtly, In whom the Power 


_ deciſive is in Caſe of Contro- 

.. verly, or Contention in ſuch 
Matters 2---Which will alſo lead us, To obſerve 
the vaſt Difference betwint Us and the P apiſts 


and others in this particular. 
As to the F irſt, Whether the Church 


of Chriſt bath Power in any Caſes, 
ghat are Matters of Conſcience, 1 
give a poſttive Sentence and Decifion, which ma) be 


obbigatory. upon Believers,--- 
5 I Anſwer affirmatively, She hath; 


| Queſt. IV. 


en. 1. 8 


; Anſwer. and ſhall prove it from divers Inſtan- 
ces, both from Scripture and Reaſon. 

Article of . For Firſt, All Principles and Articls 

Faith are... of Faith, which are held doctrinal, 

g Conſcience. are, in Reſpect to thoſe. that believe 


them, Matters of Conſcience. We 
know the Papiſts. do out of Conſcience (ſuch a 
are zealous among them). adore, worſhip and pra 
to Angels, Saints and Images, yea, and to the Eu- 
charift, as judging it to be really Chrift Jeſus; 
and ſo do others place Conſcience in 


1. Proof, Things that are abſolutely wrong: 
| from Right Now I ſay, we being gathered to: 


A 5 er into che Belief of certain Prin- 


cipke 


_ : 
Pope, ew oa 


S 
— 


7, 1  Church-Government i in Sprrituals. . 
* and Doctrines, without any Conſtraint or 


worldly Reſpect, but by the meer Force of Truth 


,upon, our Underſtanding, and its Power and In- 


fluence upon our Hearts; theſe Principles and 


Doctrines, and the Practices neceſſarily depending 


upon them are, as it were, the Terms that have 
drawn us together, and the“ Bond, by which we 


became centred into one Body and Fellowſhip, and 
diſtinguiſhed from others. Now if arty one, or 
more, ſo engaged with us, ſhould ariſe to teach 


any other Doctrine or Doctrines, conttary to theſe 


which were the Ground of our being one; who 
can deny, but the Body hath Power in n ſuch a Caſe 
to declare, This is not according to ibe Truth ue 
| profeſs ; and therefore we pronounce ſuch and ſuch 


Doctrines to be wrong, with which we cannot have 


Unity, nor yet any more Spiritual- Fellowſhip with 
thoſe that hold them? And ſo cut themſelves off 


from being Members, by diſſolving the very Bond 


by which they were linked to the Body. Now 
this cannot be accounted Tyranny and Oppreſſian, 
no more than in a civil Society, if one of the So- 


ciety ſhall contradict one or more of the funda= 
mental Articles, upon which the Society was con- 
tracted, it cannot be reckoned a Breach or Iniqui- 


4.7 in the whole Society to RE, that ſuch Con- 
my E 1 5 wanne 


n * * . . 5 * 2 ) as „ . = ö . ; 6 8 4 5 's 1 1 
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2 * * = this is is not fo the Bond, but that WE have alk a more in- 


ward and invifible, to wit, the Life of Righteouſneſs, whereby 

We alfo have Unity with the 2525 igbt Seed in all, even in thoſe, whoſe 

Underflandi ings are not yet /o 0 enlightened. But to thoſe, who are 

once.entightened, this u aan outward Bond; and if they ſuffer 

ow 2500 to Be darkened 7brough Diſobedience, which as it docs 
Toner Bond, $4 it doth 3 in the inward, j 
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tradictors have done wrong, and forfeited their 


* Right in that Society; in caſe, by the original 
| Conſtitution, the Nature of the Contradiction 


1 ſuch a Forfeiture, as uſually it 18; and 

wuoill no Doubt hold in religious Mat 
The Dibe. ters. As if a Body be gathered 
into one Fellowſhip, by the Belief 


Principles of 


2 Fellowſhip of certain Principles, he that comes 


excludes to believe otherwiſe, naturally ſcat- 


bimſelt tereth himſelf; for that the Cauſe, 


therefrom, 


| and ſeatters. that gathered him, is taken away: 


And ſo thoſe that abide conſtant 


in declaring the Thing to be ſo as it is, and in 


looking upon him, and witneſſing of him to others 


(if need be) to be ſuch, as he has made himſelf, 


do him no Injury. I ſhall make the Suppoſition 
in the General, and let every People make the 


Application to themſelves, abſtractmg from us; 


and then let Conſcience and Reaſon in every im- 
N Partial Reader declare, whether or not it doth 


hot hold? Suppoſe a People really gathered unto 
the Belief of the true and certain Principles of 


the Goſpel, if any of theſe People ſhall ariſe and 
contradict any of thvſe fundamental Truths, 


Whether has not ſuch as ſtand, good Right to 


caſt fuch an one out from among them, and to pro- 


 nounce politively, This is contrary to the Truih 


we profeſs and own; and therefore onght to be re- 


Feed, and not received, nor yet be that afſerts it, 


as one of us? And is not this obligatory upon 


all the Members, feeing all are concerned in the 


hike. Care, as to themſelves, to hold the Right, 


and ſhut out the Wrong? I cannot tell, if any 


lan of Reaſon can well deny this: However F 


- 
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. bc- e ins F „ 
ſhall prove it next from the Teſtimony of the 1 
Seripture. 
Gal. 1. 8. But b we, Of an 2. Proof 
Angel from Heaven, preach am other from N 
2 unto you, than that which we 
have preached unto you,” Tet him be e As 
we ſaid before, ſo ſay I now again, if -any Man 
preach any other Goſpel unto You, than that 7 have | 
received, let him be accurſed. 

1 Tim. 1. 19, 20. Holding Faith, ad a good 
Conſcience, which ſome having put away, Concerning 
Faith, have made Shipwreck. Of whom is Hyme- 
næus "auf Alexander, whom I have delivered unto 
Satan, that they may learn not to blaſpheme. _ 

2 John 10. If there come any unto you, and 
bring not this Doctrine, receive him not into your 


HR 
A s, , 


Houſe, neither bid him Rejoice. (For ſo the KB 


Greek hath it.) 

Theſe Scriptures are fo plain and clear in them- 
ſelves, as to this Purpoſe, that they need no 
| great Expoſition to the unbiaſſed and unpreju- 
dicate Reader. For ſeeing it is ſo, that in the 
true Church there may Men ariſe, and ſpeak 
perverſe Things, contrary to the Doctrine and 
Goſpel already received; what is to be the Place 
of thoſe that hold the pure and antient Truth? 
| Muſt they look ypon theſe perverſe Men ftill 
as their Brethren? Muſt they cheriſh them as 
Fellow-Members, or muſt they judge, condemn 
and deny them? We muſt not An. the Apoſtle 
wanted Charity, who will have them _ * 
accurſed ;. and that gave Hymenæus mage, ; 
| and Alexander over to Satan, after r inſtan-· 


chat Sad had departed from the ced. 
WO £ 3 CL 
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” Lo 


{bt 
4 


= true Faith, that the might learn not to blaſ- 
=_ - ef In ſhort, 7] we muſt (as our Oppoſers | \ 
herein acknowledge) preſerve and keep thoſe, that 7 

are come to own the Truth, by the ſame Means f. 

they were gathered and brought into it; we muſt F 

not ceaſe to be plain with them, and tell them, 1 
when they are wrong; and by ſound Doctrine, tl 
both exhort and convince Gain- ſayers. If the : 

_ Apoſtles. of .Chriſt of old, and the Preachers of " 

the everlaſting Goſpel in this Day, had told al i, 

. t however wrong they found them in 7 

\ their Faith and Principles, Our Cha- 

A wrong . rity and Love is ſuch, we dare bt ge 

b Sie 15 N Judge you, nor ſeparate from you ; but 4 


 gherihin (et us all live in Love together, and 
| Error—is— every one enjoy his qwn Opinion, and 4 

5 aal will be well: How ſhould the 
N ations have been; or what Way can they be 
brought to Truth and Righteouſneſs ? Would not . 0 
the Devil love this Doctrine well, by which Dark- 
_ meſs and Ignorance, Error and Confuſion might WW 
ſtill continue in the Earth unreproved, and un- D. 
condemned? If it was needful then for the Apo- 
ſtles of Chriſt in the Days of old to reprove, 7 
without ſparing to tell the High- Prieſts, and 3 
great Profeſſors among the Jes, - that they were W 
ſtubborn and ſtiff-necked, and always reſiſted the 45 
Holy Gbaſt, without being guilty of Impoſition W 70 
and Oppreſſion, or want of true Love and Cha. ane 
rity; and alſo for thoſe Meſſengers the Lord 
raiſed up in this Day, to reprove and cry out Li 
againſt the Hireling: Prieſts, and to tell the World 775 
openly, . both Profeſſors and Prophane, that they 
Werg in Darkneſs and Ignorance, eut of the Truth, 
Strangers 


8 frangers and Aliens from the Common. Wealth of 
Iſrael; if God has gathered a People, by this 
Means, into the Belief of one. and the ſame 
Truth, muſt not they, if they turn and depart | 
from it, be admoniſhed, reproved and condemn- 
ed (yea, rather than thoſe that are not yet come 
to the Truth) becauſe they crucify afreſh unto 
themſelves the Lord of Glory, and put him to 
open Shame? It ſeems the Apoſtle judged it ve- 

ry. needful they ſhould be fo dealt with, T7. 1. 
10. when he ſays, There are many unruly and vain 
Talker's and Deceivers, eſpecially they of the Cir- 
cumſion, WHOSE. MOUTHS. MUST BE 
STOPPED, Sc. Were ſuch a Principle to be 
received or believed, that in the Church of Chriſt 

no Man ſhould be ſeparated from, no Man con- 
demned or excluded the Fellowſhip and Com- 
munion of the Body, for his Judgment or Opi- 
nion in Matters of eaith, then what Blaſphemies 
ſo horrid, what Forces ſo damnable, what 
Doctrines of Devils, but might harbour itſelf in 
the Church of Chriſt ? What need then of ſound | 
Doctrine, if no Doctrine make unſound ? What 

need of convincing and exhorting Gain- layers, 
if to Gain-fay be no Crime? Where 


ſhould the Unity of the Faith be? The Inlet 


Were not this an Inlet to all Man- e 12 | 
ner of Abomination; and to make minations, 


void the whole Tendency of Chriſt, 
and his Apoſtles Doctrine; and Wy 
render the Goſpel of none Effect; and give a 
Liberty to the unconſtant and giddy Will of Man 
to innovate, alter and overturn it at his Plea- 
ure! > So that from all that is above mentioned, 

© "I Sh we 
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we do ſafely conclude, that where a People are 
gathered together into the Belief of the Princi- 
ples and Doctrines of the Goſpel of Chriſt, if any 
of that People ſhall go from their Principles, and 
aſſert Things falſe and contrary to what they have 
already received; ſuch as ſtand and abide firm in 
the Faith, have Power, by the Spirit of God, af. 
ter they have uſed Chriſtian Endeavours to con- 
vince and reclaim them, upon their Obſtinacy to 
ſeparate from ſuch, and to exclude them from 
their ſpiritual F ellowſhip and Communion: For 
otherwiſe, if this be denied, farewel to all Chri- 
ſtianity, or to the maintaining of any found Doc- 
trine in 1 the Church of Chriſt, 
But, Secondly, Taking it - for orant- 

et. +. 6 that the Church of Chriſt, or 
Afembly of Believers, may, in ſome 
Caſes, that are Matter of Conſcience, pronounce 
a poſitive Sentence and Judgment without Hazard 
of Impoſition upon the Members, it comes to be 


enquired; In what Caſes, and bow for this Power 
 reacheth 2 Be: 
eſe I Anſwer, Firſt, As that which is 
fee, moſt clear and undeniable, in the fun- 
damental Principles and Doctrines of Faith, in Caſe 
any ſhould offer to teach otherwile, as is . de- 
clared and proved. But ſome may perhaps ac- 
knowledge, that indeed if any ſhould contradict the 
known and owned Principles of Truth, and teach 
otherwiſe, it were fit to caſt out nd exclude 
ſuch; but what judgeſt thou as to leſſer Matters, 
as in Principles of leis Conſequence, or in outward 
| Ceremonies or Geſtures, whether it be fit to preb 


Uniformity 1 in theſe Things? For Anſwer to this, 
it is fit to contiders 2 N Fri 


* 


5 w"Y OY 


gl 

are Fiſt, The Nature of the T7, kings Conſiders 5 
ci-bemſelves. e l 
ny WM Secondly, The Spirit and Ground 

nd bey proceed from. 

we And Thirdly, The Conſequence and 

1in N Tendency of them. 


But bel ore I proceed upon theſe, I alas; aha 


Aſſembly of God's People may, and hath Power 
to decide by the Spirit of God in Matters fun- 


damental and weighty (without which no De- 
hri- Neiſion nor Decree in whatever Matters is avail- 
oc-- able) ſo the ſame Church and Aſſembly alſo, in 


other Matters of leſs Moment, as to 
themſelves (yet being needful and The been 


of Matters of 
erpedient with a Reſpect to the Cir- e eee 


cunſtance of Time, Place and other in the Church 
nce Things that may fall in) may and obligatory. 5 
ard {Whath Power by the ſame Spirit, and 
> be Not otherwiſe, being acted, moved and aſſiſted, and 


kd by it thereto,. to pronouce a poſitive Judg- 
ment: Which, no Doubt, will be found obliga- 


h 1s {ſtory upon all ſuch, who have a Senſe and Feeling 

fun- Wo! the Mind of the Spirit, though rejected by 
Caſe uch as are not watchful, and ſo are out of the 
de- Feeling and Unity of the Life. And this is that 


ac- lich none that own immediate Revelation, or 
: the Ia being inwardly led by the Spirit, to'be now a 
each Thing expected or diſpenſed to the Saints, can, 
Jude {Wvithout. contradicting their own Principle, deny; 
far leſs ſuch, with whom I have to do in this 
Matter, who claiming this Privilege to Particu- 
lars, ſaying, That they being moved to do ſuch and 
ey T OW RY contrary to the Mind and go 
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ef thair Brethren, are not to be judged for it; add. 
ing, Why may it not be ſo," that God hath movel 
them to it? Now, if this be a ſufficient Reaſon 
for them to ſuppoſe as to one or , I may with. 
out Abſurdity ſuppoſe it as well to the whole 
Body. And therefore as to the Firſt, to wit, 
75e Nature of the Things then. 
Conf. 1. ſelves. If it be ſuch a Thing, the 
TONES doing or not doing whereof, that is 
eeither any Act, or the Forbearance 
Againſt the of any, may bring a real Reproach or 
2 of Ground of Accuſation againſt the 
Truth profeſſed and owned, and in, 
and through, which there may a viſible Schiſm 
and Diſſenſion ariſe ' in the Church, by which 
Truth's Enemies may be gratified, and itſef 
brought into Diſeſteem; then it is fit for ſuch, 
Whoſe Care is to keep all right, to take Inſpec. 
tion in the Matter, to meet together in the Fear dl 
| God, to wait for his Counſel, and to ſpeak fort 
his Mind, according as he ſhall manifeſt himſel 
in and among them. And this was the Practice 
of the primitive Church in the Matter of C 
cumciſion. For here lay the Debate: Some thougit 
it not needful to circumciſe the Gentiles ; other 
thought it a Thing not to be diſpenſed with: And 
no doubt of theſe (for we muſt remember, they 
were not the rebellious Jews, but ſuch as had 
already believed in Chriſt) there were that dil 
it out of Conſcience, as judging Circumciſion 10 
be ſtill obligatory. For they ſaid thus, ex 
Je be circumciſed after the Manner of Moles, ) 
cannot be ſaved. Now what Courſe took tis 
Church of Antioch in theſe Caſes? ' 4s 1 55 


VI. 
add. [hey determined, that Paul and —_—_ 
1007 Apabas, and certain other of them ſhould The 1 
ealon , unto Jeruſalem, unto the Apoſtles at Antioch, 


with. u Elders, about this Deftion. We _ A wn : 
2 al not ſup poſe they wanted the for Advice 
vit, 


then fecided the Matter, neither that ders. 


Sy the ese Apoſtles neglected or went from their in- 
hat i, Ward Guide in undertaking this Journey; yet we 
arance 


ce, they judged it meet in this Matter to have the 
Advice and Concurrence of the Apoſtles and El- 
% ers, that were at Jeruſalem, that they might be 
nd in, WW of one Mind in the Matter. For there is no 
chin greater Property of the Church of Chriſt, than 
which Bi re Unity in the Spirit ; that is, a conſenting 
ſel nd oneneſs in Judgment, and Practices in Mat- 
ſuch Bis of Faith and Worſhip (which yet admits of 
ſpec: lifferent Meaſures, Growths and Motions, but 
ear of ver contrary” and contradictory Ones; and in 
forte Diverſities of Operations, yet ſtill, by the 
meme Spirit, che true Liberty is exerciſed, as 
aCticg ball be declared hereafter :) Therefore prayeth 
G uit, Tat tbey all may be One, as he and the 

ug: ber % One. To which Purpoſe alſo let theſe 


* vllowing Scriptures be examined: 


Rom, 12. 16. Be of the fame Mind one towards 
1 Cor. 1. 10. Now I beſeech you, Brethren, by 
be Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ye all 
Peak the ſame thing, and that there be no Divifions 
ug you; but that ye be perfettly joined together 
2 ; the ſame Mind, and in the ſame Fudgement. 
FF Epheſ. 5. 21. Submitting your ſelves one to ano- 
le Fear of Gd. 1 


ach or 


ſt the 


they 
had 

did 
n (0 
vet 
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| Phil. 2. 2. Fulfil ye 7 Jey, that pe be Ie 
minded, baving the Jawe V. b, being of one A. 
cord, of one Mind. TY 
And yet more remarkable. is that of the Apo- 
Ale Paul to the Philippians, Chap. 3. Verſe 1;, 
Let us therefore, as many as be per felt, be th ly 
minded ; and if in any Thing ye be otherwiſe mind 
— Cod Hall reveal even this unto yu. 00 
verſe 16. Nevertheleſs, whereto we have dl f 
$ ready attained, let us walk by the ſame Rule, ” hi 
us mind the [ame Thing. 

Verſe 17. | Brethren, be Followers together | 
me, and mark them which walk ſo, as ye have f 
for an Example. 


- So here, though the A poſtle orant 
Pretenders = Forbearance in Things, whereto the 
oa 310 © have not yet attained ; yet he car 
by i Power cludes, they muſt walk ſo, as the Th 
of God. have him for an Example, and af 8. 
conſequently not contrary, or other 
wiſe. And therefore we conclude, that where 
any in the Church of God pretending Con/cieut 
or Revelation, ſhall ariſe to teach and practit 
(however inſignificant or ſmall in themſelves 
whether Principles or Practices, yet if they b. 
contrary to ſuch as are already received as true 
and confirmed by God's Spirit in the Hearts d 
the Saints, and that the introducing of theſe Thing 
tend to bring Reproach upon the Truth, as ſuc 
as are not rien in themſelves, and ſo ftumbl 
the Weak ; thoſe who have a true and right Di 
cerning, may, in and by the Power of God autho 
rizing them (and no otherwiſe) condemn and ju 
ſuch * And they ſo "Og it, it will be ob! 
| gato! 
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ſuch a . though pretending Conſcience and 


Diſcerning in by his 8 iirit, may and ought 10 


greſſors. they come from, and have no Unity 


| That ſome pretending Conſcience in Things ſeem 


from the Lord, may and ought to judge the 
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_ Oppreſſors of Conſcience, or Inforcers of Uniformih, 
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| expreſs 
perienc 
pear fri 
1 Tim. 
21, 22 
other 1 
Faithfu 
thoſe E 
to repr 
guard 
of the 
Chriſt, 
Notice 
if there 
conſide 
20, 


- Now 


' Tenderneſs ; then it muſt alſo be ac. 
© \_ .. knowledged, that ſuch, to whom 
The Spirit of God hath given, 4 true Diſcerning 


the Church, 
jud ger Trang 


Judge ſuch Practices, and the Spiri 


with them, which if it be owned i 
the general, proves the Cale, to vit 


ing indifferent, but yet it proceeding in then 
from a Spirit of Singularity; Emulation or Strife, 
thoſe that have received a Diſcerning thereof 


Tranſgreſſors, without being accounted Impeſers, 


contrary. to the Mind of Chriſt ; againſt which 


the. Apoſtle alſo guardeth, the Churches of old. contrar; 


Phil. 2. 35 4. Let nothing be done throu! N to cree} 
Strife, or voin Clary: ;. but in Lowlineſs of Min ſuch as 
let each (eſteem other BETTER. THAY them 3 | 


lmpoſit 


Look nat every Man an, * 01 Things; but A b 
every Max. alla vn the T hings of others. ., Conſequ 
Now, if it be an Evil to do any Thing, out d it is: m 
Strife ; then ſuch Things, that are ſeen, ſo to be vhatſoe 
done, are they not to be avoided and forſaken tion, but 
So that we are: confid nt; our Judgment heren WM tion, an 
cannot be Gy or reputed.errone- Brethrer 
Pretenders OUS ; - EXCEPL.. it be. ſaid, That. none ing to th 
ny tle will, or, can riſe. in #3 Church 11 17 Now 
r wh Chriſt, , ſuch. Things /100 if them x 
againſt. ; ſuch a Spirit 5. W ich I know not an trary to 
+ - + thar will, it being contrary. to Gr avoid th, 
| expt GOP.” 


n in Spirituals. "mY WH rn 
. propheſies of the Scripture, and the Ex- 


perience of the Church in all Ages, as may ap- 
pear from Mat. 24. 24. As 15. 54. 

1 Tim. 4. 5. 2 Tim. 3. 8. Mark 13. ' Diſcerners of 
21, 22. 2 Pet. 2. 19. Or on the 


Warn. 
Faithfül, and have a Diſcerning of 


thoſe Evils, ought. to be ſilent, and never ought 

to reproye and gain-ſtand them, nor yet warn and 
guard others againſt them; and that it is a Part 
of the; commendable Unity of the Church of 


Chriſt, to ſuffer all ſuch Things, without taking 


Notice of them. I know none will lay ſo; but : 
if there be any ſo fooliſh as to affirm it, let them 
conſider theſe Scriptures, Gal. 2. 4. 1 Tim. 1. 


40% Tim. 4. 4, 25. Tit. 1. 9, 10, 11. 


Now if none of theſe hold true; but, on the 
contrary, fuch Evils have been, and may be found 
to creep in among the People of God, and that 
ſuch as ſee them, may and ought to reprove 
them; then neceſſarily the doing ſo, is neither 


Impoſition, Force nor Oppreſſion. 

As to the, Third, concerning the _ 
Conſequence and Tendency of them, Conſ. 3. 
it. 1s: moſtly included in the two former: For 
ee tendeth not to Edifica- 
tion, but, on the contrary, to Deſtruc- 3 of 
tion, and to beget Diſcord among 55 _ | 
Brethren, 1 is to be avoidẽd: Accord- er to be 
ing to that of the Apoſtle, Rom. 16. aroided. | 
[17, Now I beſeech.you, Brethren, mark 
them which cauſe Diviſions and Offences, con- 
trary. to the Do arine which ye have learned, and 
avid them, | 

And 


Evils to re- 
other Hand, that thoſe that abide an _ 
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And ſince there is no greater Mark 
of the People of God, than to be 
at Peace among themſelves ; ; What- 
ſoever tendeth to break that Bond 


0 follow © 
Peace among 
ourſelves-- | 


of Love — Peace, muſt be teſtified apainſt. Let 


it be obſerved, I ſpeak always of the Church of 
_ Chriſt indeed, And deal with ſuch as are of ano- 


ther Mind; not as reckoning only falſe Churches 


not to have this Power, but denying it even to 
the true Church of Chriſt, as judging it not ft 
for her ſo to act, as in Relation to her Members, 
For though Chriſt be the Prince of Peace, and 
doth moſt of all commend Love and Unity to his 
| Diſciples; yet I alſo know, he came not to ſend 
| 1 but a Sword, that is, in dividing Man 
rom the Luſts and Sins he hath been united to. 
| And alſo it is the Work of his Dif 
ciples and Meſſengers, to break the 
Bands and Unity. of the Wicked, 
wherein they are banded againſt God 
and his Truth, and the Confederacy 
of ſuch as ſtand in Unrightcouſneſs, by inviting 
and bringing as many as will obey, unto Righte- 
ouſneſs ; z., whereby. they become diſunited and 
8 e from their Companions, 
or. 20,26. with whom they were centred, and 
.” at Peace, in the contrary and curſed 
Nature. And indeed, bleſſed are they, that are 
ſent forth of the Lord to ſcatter here, that they 
may gather into the Unity of the Life : And 
they are bleſſed that, in this Reſpect, even for 
Righteouſneſs Sake, are ſcattered and ſeparated 
from their Brethren ; that they may come to 
know the Brother-hood and F OT which 1s 


in 


— To the 


breaking of 
the Bands of 
the Wicked. 
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affirm,” 
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ance, ter 


which i 
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. Seen ins 


0 the true Churches. Power in Matters Spiritual, 


If thou plead ſo wth * an 8 
neſs in the ſmalleſt Matters, wherein 


vbich may be exerciſed by the Mendes of the true 
Church diverſiy, without judging one another ? 


In Anſwer to this Propoſition, 1 
affirm,” firſt in general; that what- - (Anſwer. 


which in the 'Tendency of it, layeth not a real 


er, but ſtrengthen one another in them. 


de fit to conſider at Length for the Opening of 
js Matter; this being one of the weightieſt 
Points pertaining to this Subject. Becauſe, as on 


many Devices and falſe Pretences of the Enemy 
ſeeping in here, ought to be guarded nt. 
The fixſt is, 1 Cor. 12. from 


Place 1. 
1 net 92 thus: i -& 


in as Do from which none fought. to ſeat- VB 
ter, nor to de ſcattered, but be more and more 


goed chereunto. And this leads me to what 
opoſed in the third Place, under this Head, 


or purely OE 55 wach mY be thus 5. N 
ed: 


Que. $3: "= 
conſiteth the Freedom and Liberty of the Conſcience, 3 
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lever Things may be ſuppoſed to proceed from f 
the ſame Spirit, though diverſe in its Appear- 
ance, tending to the ſame End of Edification, and 


Ground. for Diviſion, or Diſſenſion of Spirit, 
elow-Members ought not only to bear one ano- 


Now the Reſpects. wherein this may be, I can 
leſcribe no better than the Apoſtle Paul doth 
rincipally in two Places, which therefore will ; 


he one Hand due F 3 ought to be ex- 
Freiſed in its right Place; ſo on the other, the 
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ee 4 tor . Nw Woe, are N Dives 


| Gifes, Admi- | ties of Gifts but the ſame Spirit. 
niſtrations „ Verſe 5. And there are Differen. 


. many 


5 } : : 


Operations es, of , bat the Jant 


from the 


ſame Spirit 


A t 3 And there: are Divers 


Diviſions >To ties of. Operations, but it is Jie ſam 
. God -which tor bet h all in all. 
Vaſt 7. But the Manifeſtation of the Spirit i i 
given to every Man to profit withal. 
Verſe 8. For to. one is given by the Spirit th 
Word of Wi em, to another the Ward « oma 


y the ſame Spirit. 


Vetſe g. To aniber Faith by by 1be Henk Spirit th 


another the'Gifts of Healing by the ſame Spirit. 


Verſe 10. To another the. Workin of Miratle, 
to another Prophety,. to another Diſcerning of Spi 
vits, to another divers Kinds of Tongues, to 1 


the Interpretation of Tongues, \ © 


Verſe 11. But all theſe worketh rhat © one and 


the ſelf-ſaine Spirit, dividing to every Mon ſererch 


as be wth. 3 
Verſe 12. For as the Body i is On, 
Mewbers it in EK hath : Many Members, and all 


one Body | tbe Members of | that ons Body b. 


ooncur to the ing —_ are. ons 5 he ajſo 4 ih 


_vpholding 
. the ſame. Ne Corift.. 


Verſe 1 3. | For by: one Spirit are a 


all baptized into. one Body, whether we be Jews 
Gentiles, whether--we be bond or free ; and bau 


been all made to drink into one Spirit. 
Verſe 14. For the; * is not one o Man 


but many. 


Fer 5, 
58 - © 9 


not the 
not of 1 

Vert 
am not 
Wy 


vet but 4 
Verſe 
and, 7 


Wo the Ee 


Verſe 
8 
Verſe 
ve think. 
e abi 
hade mor. 
Verſe 
1 God: 


| | de 0. 
“ © 


Verſe⸗ 
ly; by 
ar e one 6 


Verſe 2 


ve Membt 
* 


| ” 
Verſe 75. 27 1 the Foot foal ſay, becauſe I am 
wt 1 the Hand, 1 am not of the N 15 it av; 600 
nit of the" Body ? 
Verſe 16. "And of the Ear fall 15 Becauſe I. 
am not the Eye, Fl am not Pf the Both 5" 3 7s. ut not 
therefore of he Body? | 
Verſe x7. "If the: able! Body were. an . 
where were A Hearing? If the whole Were Hear- 
ing, where*were the Smelling gs 
Ds 18. But now hath Ged ut the Afhlbers 
ery one of them'in the Body, as it hath pleaſed Him. 
"Verſe 19. "And iſ "ey" Were we one Member, 
where were the Body ? 2 
Verſe 20. But now: are the nam p Members 8 
ret but one Body. 5 
Verſe 21. And Ls E ye cannot ſoy. unto the 
and, / have no Need of thee ; nor again, the Head bat 
. tbe Feet, T have no Need of y „ | 
\ Verſe 22. Nay, much more thoſe Members of the 
Body, cbt h Seem to be more feeble, are neceſſary. 
Verſe 23. Aud thoſe Members of the Body, which 
be think to bedeſs honourable, upon theſe wwe beſtow 
ure abundant Honour, and our nn Parts Y 
bave more. abundant Comelineſs. © 8 
Verſe 24. Fur our comely Parts r 10 Need, 
pit God bath tempered the Body together, having 
| wu" we more ©, ct Haden to. mat Part which 
beke 
| Verſe. 45 2 bat have ſhould bj 10 Schi n is the 
body ; but that the Members "ſhould have the Jame 
are one of another. 
Verſe 26. And whether one Member F- Fer, all 
be Members ſuffer with it ; or one Member be bo- 
fel, all the Members rejoice with it. 
| | 42 | Verſe + a 


„ 22 * 6 {I * 
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as” The ee the 21 rk Bros Ses. V 


x . 8 oh Verſe 27. Naw ye are the or Chriſt, and 
= Members n particular c  - 
Voerſe 28. And. God huh fer ſome 1 in the Churd, 
nl. Apaſtlas, ſecondarily” Prophets, thirdly Teas 
ers, after that Miracles, then Gifts of Healin, 
Hel „ Governments, Diverfities of Tongues. 
Verſe ag. Are all Apoſtles? Are all Prophets! 
"Are all T eathers ; ? Are all Workers of Miracles! 
Verſe 30. Have all ibe Gifts of Healing? I 


mould 
School. 
Contr at 
ey Or. 
ken, m 

As the 
Contrar 


trary te 


'; I 1 | all ſpeak With, Tongues ? 5 Do all mmterpret < "£7 4 
ww, Which I would not have ſet down at large, ontrary 
4 but that there be ſome ſo careleſs (eſpecially | n 19 85 


to be 
adler 
are in 


Matters they like not) that they will ſcarce be a 
the Pains ſeriouſly. to read over a Citation onh 
named; and that alſo this being preſented befor 
the Reader, in the Current of the Diſcourſe, vil 


uſt be 

fix the N ature of my Application the more n ne 
his Underſtanding, For the Apoſi t al 2. 
The Sum of : _thews here the Variety of the Open e Chriſ 
. Prem”, tions of the divers Members of ti ce, 
3 - Body of Chriſt, working to one and Poirit th 
* "ay Eads as the divers Members of a Mau War 
Body towards the e and upholding f b. Firl 
the Whole. hut not c 
Now theſe are not placed i in 88 5 Work omethir 


ings, for 0 they would deſtroy. one another; an 
Jo rhe Apoſtle in the ordering of them in ch 
ſeveral Kinds proves this. Firſt, Diverſ/ities d 
Gifts... Secondly, Differences o Admin ſtratim 
Thirdly, Diverſities of Operations: And til 
which is the Bond that keeps the Oneneſs, her 
he alſo mentions, | to wit, Je fame Spirit, il 
ſame Lord, the ſame God: The Apoſtle names 10 


6 of n or Oppoſition. But 4 al) 
ould 


entione 
his Gift 
$ Contr: 
one ma 
Ul have, 
i; tl 
bſolute 
ion of 
Tontrarie 


e e "In Spk. 77 a 


told be ſo critical, as to bring in here the 
School- Diſtinction of Contrarium Oppef tum, and 
Contradiorium, I ſhall not deny, but Contrari- 
ey or Oppoſition, in the Senſe it is ſometimes ta- 
ken, may be found in the Body without Schiſm: 
As the comely Parts may be ſaid to be Oppoſite or 
Contrary to the Uncomely,” or the Left. baud con- 
trary to the Right, or the Foot o ppoſite to the 
Head, as the uppermoſt Part to the 
undermolt; or the Doing a Thing is | No Contra- 
to the Forbearing of it; but ert * * ö 

n fi that Which is acknowledged "Chritt. 

to be Propoſitions, or Termini Con- 
ſradictorũ, that is, con!radiffory Propoſitions, which 
ure in themſelves irreconcileable, whereof one 
uſt be ſtill wrong, and that ſtill deſtroy one 
mother, and work contrary Effects, they are not 
* all admitted, nor ſuppoſed to be in the Body 
of Chriſt; as I ſhall give in one R 
Fince, Verſe g. To one is given by the Inſtances, _ 
iris the Word of Wiſdom, to another 
ade Knowledge by the ſame Spi- . : 
t. Firſt, here are 4700 different Gifts, . 
not contrary. Secondly, There may uy 

gomething ke Contrariety, in the Senſe ee 
entioned, be here ſuppoſed ; as, ſame may want 
bis Gift of . aum and Knowledge, and fo to have 
$ contrar# to want (though as to theſe two, 
lone may be abſolutely faid to want them; yet 
Ul have them not in the ſame Degree, as a ſpecial 
vift ; though as to ſome Gifts there may be an 
| bſolute Want, as that of Miracles, and Interpre- 
n of Tongues.) But ſhould I ſuppoſe ſuch a 
ntrariety, or more properly a Contradittion, as 
3 2 to 


Wann — 6 
8 


g ta l 
Y — 


. 
1 


1 


Ignorance; this were an Oppoſition not to be ad- 


ſuppoſe that to proceed from the ſame Spiri. 
And ſuch Contraritties' or Divenſi lies, as cannot 


- Diverſe of the Body ſo the Differences and 


in the Body. ' mits Of, "while he ſpeaks largely n 


be . at his Brother, ithat be hath not il 
amt Work and Office in the Body | that be hath 
but that every one_keep in his. 0 Flace, as C, 
hath appointed them; that neither them that are ji 
in a higher Place, deſpiſe them that are ſet in a lower, 
nor ibem that are ſet in lower, grudge and rejint 
at ſuch at are et bigher ; but all work in thi 
proper Place towards: the Edi fication. of the Whit, 
And that the Apoſtle intends this, is manifelh 


Var, and Cod bathJet Jane in the "Church, jr) 


* ſumes, i all Apoſtles, Kr. 


$ "Pines: 2. 


1 the ond Place I intended; and ſhall only men 
tion, for Brevity $ Sake, leaving the Reader to 
cConſider of it at his Leifure, 


| Jehm i in * threefold * I Jobs 2, 12) a 
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toWi dum, to oppoſe Folly, and to Knowledge, utter 


mitted of in the Body, becauſe it were falſe to 


juſtly be ſuppoſed to proceed from the ſame Spi. 
rit of God, which is the Bond that links together, 

cannot be | mutually "entertained n. 
ba raya Diverfi ties, "which che Apoſtle ad. 


- this Matter, are; That none ought u 


where he draws to à Conclufion, Verſe 27. Nen 
he are the Body of Chrift, and Members in parti 


Apoſtles, ſecondly, Prophets, &c. and then he ſub- 


Which the ſame Paula; again confirms 
 Epbeſ. 4. 8. 11. to the 150] which vs 


This is alſo held forth by the Loved Diſcip 


„e eee in N 1 84 


a Fathers, young Men, and little Children ; : And 
by Peter, 1 Pet. 5. 1. 5. in that of EI. vr 
ders and Younger. The true Liberty "The this 
then in the Church of Chriſt is ex. Liberty in 
erciſed, when as one judgeth not ano- FO Church. 
ther- in theſe different Places ; + 9p þ 
live in Love together, all minding the Unity and! 
general Good of the Body, and to work their own 
Work in their own Place. Alſo the Forbearance 
of the Saints is exerciſed, when as they judge nat 
one another for being found in the different Ap- 
pearance, either of Doing or Furbearing; which 
may be peculiar to their ſeveral Places and Sta- 
tons in the Bod: For that there 
W is, and may be Dwverſities of Works 'Diverkiies of 
there, is excellently well exprefſed | — 3 8 
by, the Apoſtle, Viz, 2 5 apoſtles 
Rom. 12. „ 4 ſoy, through - 
* 1 race given unto me, to every, Man that & 
| amang. you, not to think of himſelf more highly 
| than be ought to think ; but to think ſoberly, ac- 
| cording as God bath dealt to every Man the Mea- 
| ſure of Faith. . 
„ he as we. . many Members i in one 
Bach. and all Members have not the ſame Office: 
Verſe 5. So we being many, are one Body in 
Chriſt, 25 every one Members one: of another. 
Verſe 6. Having then Gifts differing, according 
10 the Grate that is given to us, whether Prophecy, 
bet us propheſy according to the Proportion of Faith. 
| Verſe 7. Or miniſtry, let us wait on our Mini- 
fri ing; or he that teacheth, on Teaching: 
Verſe 8. Or be that ex borteth, on Exbortation : 
the that giveth, tet him do t with Simplicity; he 
F 4 that 
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1 go ibovet to rform that, which they ought not 
to do; or When, as any truly exerciſing in their 
Place, which God hath. given them, others rife 
vp and judge them, and would draw them from 
it; both of which Caſes have been, and may be 
; ſuppoſed. to fall out in the Church of Chriſt, 
As 1 Cor. 4. 3. 4. where ſome judged Paul 
wrongouſiy; 3 Jabn g. where one exalting himſelf 
above his Place, be whom he ought not. 
We ſee then, what Diverſities be moſt ally in 
the Church of God, conſiſting in the Difference 

4 of the Gift proceeding from the ſame Spirit; and 
in the divers Places, that the feveral Members 
have in the ſame Body for the Edification of it; 
and every one being here in his own. Station, his 
| ſtanding therein is his Strength and Perfection; and 
to be in another, though higher and more eminent, 
would but weaken and hurt him: And fo in this 
there ought to be a mutual Forbearance, that there 
may neither be a coveting nor aſpiring on the 
done Hund, nor yet a deſpiſing or condemn- 


ing 
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Aas ruleth, with Dil igence ; be vba! ae A. 
= cy, with Cheerſulneſs. EW 

=_ If any then ſhould Lake Ab 1 Brother 
=_ for exerciſing, that'which belongeth to the Office 
orf the Body Chriſt hath called him to; and would 
force him to exerciſe the ſame Office he doth, 
1 though he be not called to it; here is a Breach 
_ : of . Liberty, and an impoſing upon it. 
_ Now all Schiſms and Jarrs fall out 
_ The Breach. in this two-fold; Reſpect: Either 
4 of Liberty ,, when any Perſon” or Perſons aſſume 
21 . begets Jarrs higher Pla h 
_ Lied Schilms, another, or * higher Place in the 
=_  —- Body, than/ God will have them to 
1 Lane bei in, and foe cexciſe an Office; or 
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1 on the other. 
Forbearance of this Nature, which 
is moſt ordinary and univerſal (and 
for the Exerciſe whereof there is, 


and will ſtill be a Need, ſo long as 


there is any Gathering or Church of 
Chriſt upon the Earth) 1 
and Forbearance alſo, that is more 


and has a Relation to the Circumſtance of Times 
and Places, which will not hold univerſally ; 3 


W in Spit. * vo 
But beſides „„ 
Acts of For- 


* 


bearance in 
the primitive 
Church. 


ere is a certain Liberty 


particular, 


whereof we have the Example of the primitive 
Church, teſtified by the Scriptures in two or three 
Particulars. TI firſt was, 7» ſuffering Circum- 
often” to the Jews for 4 Time, and not only ſo, 
but alſo divers others of the legal and ceremo- 
nial Purifications' and Cuſtoms, as may appear, 


1 Hs 21. Ver. 21, 22, 2% 2% Ce. 


The ſecond 


was, In'the Ob ſervation of certain Days, Rom. 14. 


5s, And the third, In the abſtaining from Meats, 


Cor. 8. throughout; Here the Apoſtle perſwades 


to, and recommends a Forbearance, becauſe of the 
Weakneſs of ſome ; for he fays not any where, 


nor can it be found in all the Scriptures of the 


| Goſpel, that theſe Things ſuch weak 


Ones were 


exerciſed in, were Things indiſpenſably neceſſary, 


or that it had been better for them, they had 
net been under ſuch Scruples, providing it had 


| been from A | Principle of true Clearneſs, and ſo 


of Faith. 

Next again ;Theſe Ads of Forbear- 
ance were done in a Condeſcenſion 
tothe Weakneſs of ſuch, upon whom 
the antient (and truly deſerved in 
its Seaſon) Veneration of the Law 
had ſuch a deep Impreſſion, that 


Acts of For- 
bearance or 
_ Condeſcen- 
ſion under 
the Law. 


they 
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Gag a 3 not yet diſpenſe with all its Cere- 
monies ane Cuſtoms: And to ſuch the Apoſtle 
holds forth a two: fold Forbearance. 
8 Firſt, A certain Compliance by 
a To Ben. "a Believers, as were del out 
from the Jerus; though they ſaw over 


Wt theſe. Things, yet it was fit they ſhould con- 


bo. deſcend. Jomewhat to their eee and 
: * who r 
Secondly,” Thee l like For 

PETTY 10 Gentiles,” not to judge them in 
To 5 theſe Things bs but we MEE... that it 
e Cnc fer ſuch weak. Ones 

to propagate theſe. Scruples, or draw others into 
them; and that when as any of the Churches of 
the Gentiles, who wanted this Occaſion, would | 
have been "exerciſing this . sor pleading 
for it, the Apoſtle doth down-rightly-.cc 
it, as 1 ſhall make appear N the three Inſtances 


GN: 0 
4 Firſt, TO that, A. \Cheumciſa, 

Gal. 5. 2, 4. 
ore cbm. Babold, 1 Paul os +> You, that 

ne Os op ye be circumciſed, Chriſt ſhall profil 
you nothing ; z Chriſt is become of none Effect unto 
you: Wheſoever of you are juſfed by. the Law, 
| d are fallen from Grace. 
Can there be any Thing more poſitive? Might 
not ſome here have pretended Tenderneſs of Con- 
ſcience," and have ſaid, Though the Decree of tit 
Apoſtles do diſpenſe with Circumcifien in me; Ju 
"if 1 find a Scruple in myſelf, and a Defire tit 
out of Tenderneſs, why ſhould it be an Evil in ne 
fo 40 it, more * in the Jews that believe. f We 


lee; 


* 


Lt 2 Spilitdals,” be nat N 
15 Hire is no Room left here for ſuch Reaſon- : 


1 Wg, ; As to Gerd Gal. wes 
"4: 9, 40, 11. Might not they have Inſt. 2. of 
s anf wered, M bat if we regard a Day of Da TER 
to the Lord, muſt we not then? Are Pu 
"not theſe thy own Words? We ſee 
that did not hold here, becauſe in m it was 
Renin te the beggarly Elements. N 
| F ah, As to Meats, 1 Tim. 4. 
4. Here we ſee that is accounted a lat. 3. of 
-Dotrine of Devils; which in ano- Meats. 
; ther Reſpe e was Chriſtian Forbear- 
"auce. $729 therefore now, and that in the gene- 
al ReſpeQ;” he gives this Reaſon, Verſe 4. Fer 
every. 3 of God is good, and nothing to be 
el, if it be received with Thankſgiving of them 
7 that believe, and know the Truth. So we ſee, that 
in thee particular Things there is great Need of 
Warineſs in the Church of Chriſt ; for that ſome- 
times Forbearance under a Preterice of Liberty 
may be more hurtful than down-right Judging. 
ſuppoſe, if any ſhould ariſe, and pretend Con- 
ſence, and claim a Liberty for Circumciſſon, and 
the © Purifications of the Law, whether all Chri- 
ſtians would not with one Voice condemn it? 
And ſo as to Days and Meats, how do the Gene- 
rality of Proteſtants judge it? Though I deny not 
but there may, arid ought to be a mutual Forbear- 
ance in the Church of Chriſt in certain ſuch Caſes, 
Which may fall in; and a Liberty there is in the 
Lord, Which breaks not the Peace of the true 
Church; but in ſuch Matters (as I obſerved at 


bg before) both the Nature of the Things, the 
Spirit 
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treat of, as be 
diſtinguiſhing Property I the Church of Chriſt, 

from all other antichriſtian Aſſemblies and Churches 
of Man's building and framing. 


34 The Anarthy of the Ranters, &e! Sect. VII. 
Spirit they come from, and the Occaſion from 


whence, and their = qc and 1 oath is 
to FRE OP obler vel PAL 
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serien vil. 
Concerning the Power of D EC 1810 1. 


NEcing, then it may fall out Y the Church oy” 
Chriſt, that both ſome may aſſume another 
Place in the Body than they ought, and others 


may lay claim to a Liberty, and pretend Con- 


ſcience in Things they ought not, and that with⸗ 
out Queſtion the Wrong is not to be tolerated, 


but to be teſtified againſt, however ſpecious its 
e may be; and that it muſt, and ought 


to be judged : The Queſtion will 


| Head III. _ ariſe, Who is the_ proper Fudge or 


ie; 2. Judges, in whom refideth the Power of 
deciding this Controverſy ? And this 


Is. s that = I undertook, in the next Place, to 
the ſpecifick Difference, and 


To give a ſhort, and yet clear and p plain An- 
fer to this Propoſition: The only proper Judge 


of Controverfies 4 in the Church, is the Brkt of God, 


and the Power of deciding ſolely lies 
The Spirit of 10 it; as having the only unerring, 
God the pro- infallible and certain Judgment be- 
1 longing to it; which Tnfallibility is 
fies. in the uo neceſſarily annexed to any Perſons, 
Church. Perſon or Places whatſoever, by Virtue 


of 


dhe Church's Power of Deciſon. 85 WY 
* of any Office, Place or Station any one may have, or i 
baue bad in the Body of Chriſt. That is to ſay, 
that any have Ground to reaſon thus, Becauſe I 
am, or have been ſuch an eminent Member, therefore 
_ my Judgment is*nfallible:;. or, Becauſe we are the 
greateſt Number ;, or, that we live in ſuch a noted 
or famous Place, or the like: Though ſome of 
theſe Reaſons may, and ought to have their true 
- Weight in Caſes of 'contradiffory Aﬀertions (as 
Mall hereafter be obſerved) yet not ſo, as upon 
Which either mainly, or only the infallible Judg- 
ment is to. be. placed; but upon the Spirit, as 
that which is the firm and unmoveable Foundation. 
And now, if I ſhould go on no further, I have 
fai enough to vindicate us from ZMPOSITION, 
and from the Tyranny, whether of Popery, Pre- 
lach, or Preſbytery, or any ſuch like we have, or 
may be branded with, as ſhall after appear. 
But to proceed: Herein lies the Diference be- 
. ewixt the Diſpenſation of the Law, and the Goſ- 
pel or New-Covenant; for that of old all Anſwers 
Were to be received from the Prieſts in the Taber- 
nacle..” For he, that appeared be:: 
txt: the Cherubims there, ſpake Exod-25. 22. 
forth his Mind to the People; and . N=mb: 7-89 
DOT: fk '* Hol. 12. 10. 
there were alſo Families of the Pro- Amos 7. 14. 
Phets, to whom they reſorted for 2 Chro. 18.6, 
the Anſwer of the Lord (though 7. John 6. 
ſometimes, as a Signification of the 45. Heb. 1. 
further Glory that was to be re- 
vealed, it pleaſed God to reveal his Mind to ſome, 
cen to them, who were neither Prophets nor 
Prophets Sons) but, under the Goſpel, we are al! 
g be taught of God, that is, none are excluded 


- 


obey. So that we ſay, ane 


Tees from Caſes is infallible, or "for 
aide. 


86 "The ths by of the Ranters, "8c, Sect. 
from his Privilege, by not being of the Trit 

- Levi, or of the Children of the' Prophets: Thoug 
this Privilege is as truly exerciſed in ſome, by 
aſſenting and obeying to what God commands 
and reveals through others (they feeling Unity 
with it in the Life) as by ſuch, who by the Re- 
velation and Command of God's Spirit hold forth 
his Will to his People in certain Particulars) which 
the ſame Spirit leads and commands ther to 
nd that with a very 
d Ground, that it is no way inconſiſtent with 
this ſound and unerring/ Principle 
do affirm, That the Judginent of 2 
Aken certain Perſon or Pace in certain 
Fa certain 
the Spirit i- Perſon or perſons to give 4 poſiti 
judgment, and pronounee it as ob- 
ligatory upon others, becauſe the Foundation and 
Ground thereof is, not becauſe they are infallible, 
but becauſe in theſe Things, and at wy at Time 
they were led by the infallible”: And 
therefore it will not ſhelter any in * Rete 
to pretend, I am not bound to obey the Dictates of 
Fallibie Man; is not this Popery, I not being” per- 
fwaded in myſelf ? Becauſe it is not to be diſobe- 


dient to them, but to the Judgment of Truth 


through them at ſuch a Time; and one or more 
there not being perſwaded, may as probably pro- 
ceed from their being hardned, and being out 
of their Place, and in an Incapacity to hear the 
KRequirings, as that the Thing is not required of 
them, which none can deny; but it may as well 


1 de ſuppoſed, as the contrary. But for the fur- 


ther * of this M atter, 9 I 3 | 


F 


following, Propofitions,  \- - 1. | 

Ni, That there never Str nor 8 
can be wanting, in Caſe of Contro- aten. 1. 
very, the Spirie of God, to give 


Judgment through ſome or other in the Church 
of Chriſt, ſo long as any Aſſembly can piopely, 


or in any tolerable Suppoſition be ſo termed. 
ae That God hath ordinarily, N 
in the communicating of his Will Aden 2. 
under his Goſpel, employed ſuch” 
whom. he had made uſe of in gathering of his 
Church, and in feeding and e over them 5 
though not excluding others. 

Thirdly, That their de Fucro, 8 
effectual Meeting together, and gi- Aſfert. 3. 
ving a poſitive Judgment in ſuch 


Caſes, will not import Tyranny and Uſurpation, ; 


of an Inconſiſtency with the univerſal Privilege 


that all Chriſtians have to be led by the Spirit; 
neither will the Pretences of any entredidting 
them, or refuſing to ſubmit upon the Account 
| they ke it not, or ſo, excuſe them from being 


really guilty of diſobeying God. | 

For the Firſt, to thoſe that bellevs 1 
the Seripture, there will need no Art. 1 7. 
bther-Probation than that of Matt. Proved. 
29. 20 And lo, 1 am with you al- 
uh, even unto the End of the World.” And Verſe 


18. And the Gates of Hell ſball not prevail againſt it. 


= Now if the Church of Chriſt were pe Infalli. 
| fodeftiturs. of the Spirit of God, that ble Spirit the 
m Caſe of * there were not Gates of Hell 
any found that, b not 
7 could give a certain Judg- * 
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pkk Hell prevail againſt ite Ea where 
Diviſion is, and no effectual Way to put an End 
do it, there not only the Gates, but the Court 
and inner Chambers of Darkneſs, prevail; for 
Where Envy, and St ife is, mas: is Confuſion, 
and every Evi! Work. | 
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But that there may be hoe 7 no en of Mi 
ſtake or Suppoſition, that we were annexing In- 


| fallbili to certain Perſons, or limiting the Church 


to ſuch; I underſtand. not by the Church, every 
particular Gathering or _ Aſſembly, circumſcribed | 
to any particular Country, or City: For I will not 


80 refuſe but. divers of them, both apart and to- 


gether, if not eſtabliſhed in God's 
The erring _ Power, may err. Na or yet do ] 
Church or lay the abfolute Streſs upon a general 


1 8 3 * Aſſembly of Perſons, as ſuch, pick- 


ae and choſen out of every one of 
hat abs Hs Churches; as if what the Gene- 
rality or Plurality of thoſe conclude upon, were 
1 to be ſuppoſed to be the infallible Judg- 
ment of Truth: Though to ſuch an Aſſembly 
of Perſons truly ſtated (as they ought) in God's 
Power, he hath heretofore revealed his Will in 
ſuch Caſes; and yet may, as the moſt probable 
2 (which ſhall be ſpoken. of hereafter:) Yet 
ſuch, as a meer Aﬀembly, is not concluſiye, nor 
yet do I underſtand by the Church, every Ga- 
e or n of People, who may hold 

| - ſound and true Principles, or have 


5 * a Form of Truth; for ſome may 
che Form YA. loſe the Life and Power df Godli- 


7A of ; nels who notwithſtanding may re- 


- tain the Form or Notions, of Things, 


bot yet a are to be turned ny, * becauſe * 
c a 0 


"Wh 


Tie Church 3 Pas 2 aw. 89 


ſo 5 (as I obſerved before) as SanCtification, to 
wit, thoſe that are ſanctified in Chriſt Jeſus, make 
the Church, and give the right Definition to it: 
Where chat is wholly wanting, the Church of 
| Chriſt ceaſeth to be; and there remains nothing 
but a Shadow ee Subſtance. Such Aſſem- 
blies then are like the dead Body, when the Soul 
is departed, which is no more fit to be converſed 
with; becauſe it corrupts, and proves noiſome to 
the Living. But by the Church of Chriſt, I un- 
derſtand all thoſe that truly and really have re- 
ceived and hold the Truth, as it is in Jeſus, and 
are in Meaſure ſanctified, or ſanQlifying i in and by 
the Power and Virtue thereuf Work- . 
ing in cheir inward Parts; and this The, true 
may be made up of divers diſtincrt 
Gatherings or Churches in ſeveral 
Countries or Nations: I ſay, ſo long as 1 or 
an of them do retain that, which juſtly entitles 
them the Church or Churches of Chriſt (which 
they may be truly called) though there may fall 
out ſome Differences, Diviſions or Schiſms among 
them; as we may ſee there was no ſmall Diſ- 
{ention in the Church of Avtioch, and yet it ceaſed 
not to be a Church, 4s 15. 2. and 1 Cor. 1. 11. 
For it hath been declared #nto me of you, my Bre- 
thren, that there are Contentions among you; and 
yet, Verſe 2. he entitles them the Church of God, 
them that are ſanfified in Chriſt The certain 
Jeſus : So long, I ſay, as they truly Judgment of 
retain this Title of the Church of Truth is ne- 
Chriſt, as being really ſuch, there ver wanting | 
vill never be wanting the certain of Chriſt. 
nt of Truth. F or which, 
—_— "Vikiles 
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tioned (Which is not without Blaſphemy to be 
called in Queſtion, or doubted of) I--ſhall add 
theſe Reaſons. That ſeeing the Church of Chriſt 
is his Body, of Which he is the Flead,. It were 
to make Chriſt negligent of his Body, who ſtiles 


| himſelf the good Shepherd, and hath | fad, He will 
never leave nor for ſake his own; or elſe (which | Is 


worſe) it will infer a Poſibiliy" of Error, or 


Miſtate in Chriſt, in whom, as the Head, are the 


Eyes of the Body, by which it is to be ruled in 


all Things. Next, We never find in all the Scrip- 
ture ſince the Goſpel, that ever this was wanting ; 
but that God. ſtill gave infallible Judgment by 
his Spirit in ſome of the Reſpects above-mentioned. 
It the Tranſactions and Controverſies of the after 
CTCenturies be. alledged, I will boldly! affirm and 
| prove, That there was never a true Judgment 
wanting, ſo long as the Nature and Eſſence of the 
true Church was retained : If any will needs affirm 
otherwiſe, let them ſhew me where, and I ſhall 
Though I deny not (that after the 
Myſtery of Iniquity did begin to work, or had ſo 
wrought, firſt by intermie 
altogether forſaking the Nature of Fruth, re- 


anſwer it. 


taining only the bare Name of the Church) but 


that there might be ſome ſcattered Ones, here 
and there one in a Nation, and now and then one 


in an * 4h who, by the Power and Virtue of the 

Spirit of Life working in them, 
Witneſſes i in might be truly ſanctified ; yet theſe 
Sackcloth, were but as Witneſſes in Sackcloth, 


7 no ways ſuffident to give theſe Af. 
ſemblies, i in which they were enrolled, the Ap- 
| pellation 


ing, and afterward by 


3 
BY. $; 


pellati 
havin; 
little « 
many 
thus n 


[ 5 8 en Hoa - of Dahn, 3 Ir 


pellition of the Church of Chriſt, coming no 
more under Obſervation by the Generality, nor 
having, a8 to them, any more Influence than ſome 
little or ſcarcely diſcernable Sparks of Fire in 
N great Heaps and Mountains of Aſhes,” And 
eh to prove, that where there is any Ga- 
thering or Aſſembly, which truly and properly 85 
may be called the Church of Chriſt, the infalli- 

ble adn will never be wanting in Matters oe 


Controverly. 


Secondly; 7. hat ehe Ged bath, | As 2 


inne Communicating of bis Will un- 
der his Goſpel; employed ſucbh whom" 


FOE * 


. TY 


be hau malle ue of in gathering of bis Church; a 
in feeding an watching over them,” though not ex- 
cluding others.” For, as in a natural Body (to which 
pared) the more ſub- 
powerful N do work moſt 
effeckua!; and their Help is moſt neceſſary to ſup- | 
rouble in the Body: So alſo, 


the Church of Chrift is com 
ſtantial and 


ply any-Defett or 
if there be Diverſities of Gifts in the 
(as is above 


Church 


proved) and ſome have à greater 
Meaſure, and ſome a leſſer, thoſe that have the 
greater are more capable to do Good, and to help 
the og + in its Need, than others that are weaker 
OW: Since there are Strong and 
Men, who have over- 

come the te One, and in — * the Word of God abid- 

th, ſuch are more able, when the Enemy beſets, 
to reſift (having already overcome) ou othets 


Babes and yo! 


who are but yet wreſthng, and not 
Conquerors. Now, every 
verſy and Diſſention in the Church 
comes from the Beſetments of the 
Enemy; yet if any of theſe ſtrong 


Contro- 


From 1 
ſetments of 
the Enemy 


Diſſentions 
ariſe. 


or 
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and no otherwiſe. Nor yet do I limit the Dor 


1 in his Hand are as ſtrong as the ſtrongeſt, who 


1 higher and more eminent Degree. For though i 


or young Men, or or powerful Members, go from 
their Station, it is not denied but that they are 
as Weak as any; and it is pre- ſuppoſing their 
Faithfulneſs in their Place that 1 thus affirm, 


to this Method: For in him are all the Treaſure 
both of our Wiſdom and Strength ; and: the weakeſt 


may now, as well as heretofore, kill a Goliab by 
the Hand of little David; yet we ſee the Lord 
doth ordinarily make uſe of the Strong to ſup- 
port the Weak : And indeed, when ſuch as may 
be termed weak are ſo made uſe of, it alters the 
Nature of their Place, and conſtitutes them in : 


Was litte David, it was alſo he that was to be 
King of Iſrasl. Though the Apoſtles were mean 
Men among the Fews, yet heh were ſuch a 
were to be the Apoſtles of the Lord of Glory; 
Inſtruments to gather the loſt Sheep of the Houſe 
of Iſrael, and to proclaim the acceptable Day d 
the Lord. And though Paul was once accounted 
che leaſt of all the Saints, a Child born out of dit 
Nie; yet was he him who was to be the greuck 
Apoſtle of the Gentiles 
Now then, let us conſider whom the Lord make 
uſe of in the Affairs of the primitive Church, and 
through whom he gave forth his infallible Judg 
ment. Did he not begin firſt by Peter? He vs 
the firſt that ſpake in the firſt Meeting they had 
Ads 1. and who firſt ſtood up after the pouring 
forth of the Spirit; and who firſt appeared be, 
fore the Council of the Fews, and ſpake in Behil 
of the at of Chriſt: 3 I am far wy 
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calling him * ob 40 the Princs of the Apo 
ſtles; whims may ſafely ſay, he was one of the 
moſt antient and eminent, and to whom 
in a Manner ſomewhat more than ordinary, had 
recommended the Feeding of his Flock. We ſee 
alſo he was firſt made uſe of in preaching to the 
Gentiles, and what Weight his and James's 
Words had in the Conteſt about Circumciſion 
towards the bringing the Matter to a Conclu- 
fion, Alis 13. Yet that we may ſee Infallibility 
was not inſeparably annexed. to him, he was found 
| blameable in a certain Matter, Gal. 2. 11. not- 
withſtanding his Sentence was HADLEY: received 
in many Particulars. 

So alſo the Apoſtle Paul argues from his ga- 
chering of the Churches of Corinth and Galatia, 
that bs ought to be Followers of him, and 
poſitively concludes in divers Things: And up- 
on this Suppoſition, exhorts the Churches (both 
he and Peter) in many Paſſages heretofore men- 
tioned (Which I will. not, to avoid Repetition, 
again rehearſe) 10 obey the Elders that watch for 
them ; to hold ſuch in Reputation, und to ſubmit 
themſelves te them that have addicted tbemſelves to 
| the Miniſtry of the Saints, 1 Cor. 16. 15 16. 

Alſo, we ſee how the Lord makes ule of John, g 
bis beloved Diſciple, to inform and reprove the 
Seven Churches of Aſia; and no Doubt Jobn (the 
| reſt, by the uſual Computation, being at that time 
all removed) was then the moſt noted and fa- 
mous Elder alive: And, indeed, I mind not 
where, under the Goſpel, Chriſt hath uſed any other 
Method; but that he always, in revealing his Will, 
2a made uſe of ſuch as he himſelf kad be- 
HL fore 
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| 1 wes Elders and Officers in his Church, 
though it be far from us to limit the Lord, 0 
as to exclude any from this Privilege; nor yet, 
on the other Hand, will the Poſſibility hereof bea 
ſufficient Warrant to allow every obſcure Mem. 
ber to ſtand up and offer to rule, Judge, and 


condemn the whole Body: nor yet is it without 


Cauſe that ſuch an One's Meſſage is jealouſed 
and called in Queſtion, unleſs it have very great 
| © Evidence, and be bottomed upon ſome ver) 
| _ "weighty and ſolid Cauſe. and Foundation. And 
God doth fo furniſh thoſe whom he raiſes up, | 


in a ſingular Manner, of which (as ſaid) I mind 


no Inſtance in the New-T, eftament: And in the 
Old we. ſee, though it was ſtrange that little 
David ſhould 9 himſelf to the great Golial, 


yet he had, before that, killed both the Lion and 


the Bear, which was no leſs improbable ; and 
which of all is moſt obſervable, was, before that 


Time, by the A ppointment of God, and the Hand 


of the Prophet, anointed King of Jrael. Com- 


. pare the 16th and: 178 Saru the Firſt of 
Samuel. 


N as to the Third, That any 


ally giving out a poſitive Fudgment, i 


20 encroaching nor impofi ng upon. their Brethrens 


Conſcience, is neceſſarily included in what is faid be: 


fore; upon which, for further Probation, there 


will only need this ſhort Reflection: That tor 


; 2 5 any Member or Members, in Obedience to tle 
Lord, to give forth a poſitive Judgment in the 


Church of Chriſt, is their proper Place and Of. 
_ they being called to it; 3 A and ſo for them 0 


© exercilt 


ment 
there 
tence 


of tt 
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3 that Place in the Body, which <a | Head 
moves them to, is not to uſurp Authority over 
their Fellow Members. As,. on the other Hand, 
to ſubmit and obey (it being the Place of ſome 
ſo. to do) is not a renouncing a being led by the 
Spirit, ſeeing the Spirit leads them ſo to do: 
And not to obey, in caſe the Judgment be ac- 
cording to Truth, and the Spirit lead to it, is, 
no Doubt, both Aae and ſinful. And that 
all this may be ſuppoſed in the Church of Chriſt 
without Abſurdity, and ſo eſtabliſh the above- 
menfioned Propoſitions, will appear wh a ſhort ; 
Review of the former Paſſages. 

If that Peter and James, their giving a poſitive 
Judgment in the Caſe of Difference in divers 
focus, did not infer them to be Inpoſers, 

neither will any ſo doing now, being led to it 
by the ſame Authority: Every one may eaſily 
make the Application,” And, on the contrary, if 
for any to have ſtood up and reſiſted their Judg- 
ment, pretending an Unclear neſs, or ſo, and 
thereby held up the Difference after their Sen- 
tence, breaking the Peace and Unity = 
of the Church (Things being con- Aas TH 24. 
cluded: with an If ſeemed good to the 
Haly.Gboſt, and to us) I ſay, if ſuch would have 
given juſt Cauſe. of Offence, and have been cut 
oft, as Deſpiſers of Dignities of old, will not the 
like C Caſe, now occurring, hold the ſame Conclu- 
lion? Now, whether thoſe Popoſitions do not 
hold, upon the Principles before laid down and 
proved, I leave to every judicious and impartial 
Reader to Judge. | 


G4 Moreover, 
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Moreover, we ſee how poſitive the Apoſtle 
Paul is in many "Particulars throughout all his 
Epiſtles, inſomuch as he ſaith, 2 Theſſ; ult. v. 14, 


F any Man obey not our Word by this Epiſtle, note 
that Man, and have no Comp 


may be aſhamed. And in many more Places, be- 


fore mentioned,” where he commands 
Submiſion © them both to obey him, and ſeveral 


ence to the Others, who were appointed (noDoubt 


| Judgment of by the Spirit of God) to be Rulers 


Trath, the among them; and yet, who will ſay, 
Spirit of that either the Apoſtle did more 

than he ought, in commanding ; or 
they leſs than they were obliged to, 
in ſubmitting ? And yet neither were to do any 


Thing contrary, or more than the Spirit of God 


in themſelves led them to, or allowed them in. 


And if the Church of God bear any Parity or 
Proportion now in theſe Days with what it did 


of old (as I know no Reaſon why it ſhould not) 
the ſame Things may now be ſuppoſed to take 


Effect that did then, and alſo be lawfully done 
upon the like Occaſion, proceeding from the ſame 


Spirit, and eſtabliſned upon the ſame Baſis and 
Foundation. And thus much, as to that Part, to 
ſhew in whom the Power of Decifion is: Which 
being ſeriouſly and impartially conſidered, is ſuf. 


ficient to clear us from the Tyranny, either of 


Popery, or any other of that Nature, with thoſe 
that are not either wilfully blind, or very igno- 
rant of Popiſb Principles, as the judicious Reader 


may obſerve. But ſeeing to mainfeſt that Di/- 
ference was one of thoſe Things propoſed to be 


conſidered of, I ſhall now come to ſay ſomething 
of it in its proper Place. e 
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How this Government altogether Aſererb "from the 


oppreſſing and perſecuting Principality of the 
Church of Fake and r Anti- res 
F A. BR 


|  Hatever Way: we under mand Head III. 
the Popiſb Principles in this P. m 3 
Maker, che * thoſe that are moſt Feel. 


devoted to the See of Rome, as the King of Spain? b 
Dominions, and the Princes of 1zaly; the Feſuits, 
and Generality of all thoſe called religious Orders, 
who hold, that Papa in Cathedrd non poteſt errare, 
licet abſque Concilio; that is, That the Pope in 
bis Chair, cannot err, though without a Council; 
or of thoſe that are leſs devoted, who plead this 


Infallibility in the Pope and Council, lawfully con- 
vened, who yet, by the more zealous, are reckoned 
petty Schiſmaticks ; ; I ſay, whatever 

Way we take them, all thoſe that do _. . 
profeſs' themſelves Members of the ps 
Romiſo Church, and are fo far ſuch, Church. 
as to underſtand their own Principles, 

do unqueſtionably acknowledge. | 
| » Firſt, That no General- Council can be I. 
lavfull called, without the Biſhop 0 of 
— as Chriſt's Vicar, and Peter's Succeſſor, 
call it 

Secondly, That either be himſelf, os II. 

Jome for bim, as his Legates, muſt be f 
there Preſent, and always preſide. 

| Thirdly, 
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88 7 u of the Ranters, &c. Sect. VIII. 
1 III. Thirdly, That the Members having 
8 Vote, are made up of Biſhops or Preſy 
: ters, or Con ert, fro the e Order, 

TY, of the Clergy.” 
'# Tv Footy; 7 hat what is concluded on 

2 by Pluralicy off Votes, and agreed toby 
the Pope: and his Legates, muſt neceſſarily be |; Fr 
bald to be the Jae en of the infallible WP 


nt. 
v. Fiſchly, 7 bat. all the Members of the 
+ 38 Church are bound implicitly to receive and 
ede it, becauſe it proceeds from à Council to be 
- accounted lawful in the Reſpects above-mentioned, 
without Regard to the intrinfick or real Truths 
f the Things preſcribed, or bringing them in an 
 Keſpett to the Teſt or Examination of the Spirit 
f God in themſelves, or the Scripture's Teſtimony, 
or their Agreement or Diſagreement with Truths, 
formerly believed and received; for ſo much as 1 

prove or try them by Way of Doubt, they reckon 6 
Breach of the firſt Command ; as, on the other Hand, 
a Matter of Merit, implinitl to receive and believe 
them, bowever inconfy ent with - the Teſtimony f 
the Spirit in one's own Heart, e, Ti ruth and 
Keaſon, 
N vi | Sixthly, That no Man, as a a Member 
LE of the Church of Chriſt, in that fi mple 
Capacity, unleſs a Clergyman, or the Ambaſſadir 
3 ſome King, &c. can be admitted to fit, col 
or give his Judgment. 

1 a Thatit is in no Reſpeli jolt 

ſuppoſed, that any M embers, eſpecial! 
Laicks, whether in a particular City, Country or No 
ion, may meet concerning any Things relating i! the 
Faith and Wor ſhip of the Church, and give, by the 15 4 
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4 Sa God any Judgment; 3. but that all ſuch Meetings 
"are lo be attounted ſchiſmatieal and unlawful. And, 

Laſtly, That the Promiſe of Infallibility, Vir. 
and the Gates of Hell not prevailing, is 
neceſſarily * annexed to the: Pope and Council, called 
and authorized in the Manner above expreſſed. 

Now, if to deny every one of theſe Propofi- 
dons, wherein" all underſtanding Men know the 
Errors and Abuſes of the Romith Church conſiſt, be 
to be Popiſh; then indeed may we be ſuppoſed to 
be one with the Papiſts in this Matter, but not o- 
therwiſe: So that the very mentioning of theſe 
Things is ſufficient to ſnew the Difference betwixt 
us and them. But if any will needs plead our 
Agreement with them thus; 

The Papiſts affirm an Infallibility of Objection. 
Jud . inthe Cburch of Chriſt, 
and Jo do you 3+ therefore you are one with Papiſts. 
I anſwer, That proves no more our Anſwer 
Oneneſsin this Matter, than if it ſhould e 
be ſald, The Papiſts plead that God ought to be 
worlbipped, and 5 do you; therefore ye agree: Not- 
withſtanding of the vaſt Differences as to that, 
which is not only known betwixt us and them, 
but betwixt them and all Proteſtants, who agree 
more with them in the Matter of Worſhip than 
we do. 

Next again, Infallibillity in the Anſwer 2. 
'Chveeh (according as we hold it, 
- and T have above defined it) no Man upon out. 
Suppoſition (or Hypo bęſis) can de- 
ny it. For ſince we firſt aſſert, az a The true 
Principle, that no Gathering, no 55 . 
Church, nor Aſſembly of People, hble Spirit. 
* however true their Principles, or 


exact 


— 


doo The Anarchy of the Ranters; &c. Se. VIII $0 
bil. exact their Form be, are to be accounted. the WW Spiri 
8 Church of Chriſt, except the infallible Spirit there 
4 lead and guide; what can be the Hazard to ſay, Tifal 
1 that in ſuch a Church there is ſtill an infallible Suce 
Judgment? Indeed this is ſo far from Popery, true, 
3 that it reſolves in a Propoſition quite contradicto- or to 
Ih ry to them. The Romaniſts ſay, That the infal- ſing]: 
by lible Spirit always accompanies the outward viſi- Wor 
e Profeſſors, and is annexed to the eternal Succeſ- Crea 
min / Biſbops and Paſtors, though ever ſo vicious, is the 
== as to their Lives: Yea, though per- judge 
deo om feet Atheiſts and Infidels in their Wil is an 
i | been known Private Judgments, yet if outward- by a 
|| . at ty Proſeſſing the Catholick Faith, and of 
| bs! the Truth of Subjection to the Church, they in th 
13 de Scriptures muſt be Partaters of the infallible And 
13 Hiſtory of Spirit. We ſay che quite con- «B, 
— 11 | Chri, and trary: That where there is either 46 fit 
_ quite Viciouſneſs of Perſons, or Unſound- WW « 

PE Queſtion the ICIQUINELS' © ons, or : th 
— 1 Immortality neſs of Judgment in the particular «O 
1 3 Members, theſe cannot, by Virtue « th 
65 ſurrection. of any outward Call or Succeſſion « t 
1 they have, or any Profeſſion they « ar 
Il. make, or Authority they may pretend to, ſo much not! 
ö F | as Claim an Intereſt in-any Part of the Church of Faitl 
| 1 . Chhriſt, or the infallible Spirit. and 
=_ The infallible S0 then, if we admit none to bliſh 
* Judgment 


where it is. be Members of the Church but toge 
ſuch as are led and guided by the clare 

Spirit, it will be no Popery, in the ſecond Place, Conc 
to affirm, that where there is a Company of rigb. 
People ſo gathered, who are not any longer be ſi 
do retain juſtly the Name of the Church of vaſt 
Chriſt than they are led and guided by his 
* Spirit, 
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De Perſecuting Church of Rome. 10 i 
Spirit, or a Church ſo qualified and deſigned, 7 
there is ſtill an infallible Judgment. So that this 1 
Infallibility is not annexed to the Perſons, to the 
Succeſſion, to the bare viſible Profeſſion (though 
true, which the Church of Rome is denied to be) 
or to any Society, becauſe of its Profeſſion ; but 
ſingly, and alone to the true, real and effectual 
Work of Sanctiſicat ion and Regeneration, the New 
Creature brought forth in the Heart: And this 
is the Spiritual Man, which the Apoſtles ſaith, 
judgeth all Things, 1 Cor. 2. 15. To affirm there 
s an Infallibility here, cannot well be condemned 
by any; or whoſo doth, mult needs ſay, the Spirit 
of God is fallible: For we place the Infallbility 
in the Spirit, and in the Power, not in the Perſons. 
And ſo theſe are the Degrees we aſcend by; 
gBecauſe ſuch and ſuch Men are led by the Spi- 
©rit of God, and are obedient to the Grace in 
| * their Hearts, therefore are they Members and 
Officers in the Church of Chriſt. And becauſe 
„they are Members of the Church of Chriſt in 
the Reſpect before declared, therefore there is 
* an infallible Judgment among them.“ Wedo |!|BX} 
not ſay, Becauſe ſuch Men profeſs the Chriſtian 14 
Faith, and have received an outward Ordination, if? 
and ſo are by a lawful Succeſſion formally eſta- 1978 
bliſhed Officers in the Church, when they meet | 
together (according to certain Rules above de- 
clared) there is an Infa/libility annexed to their 
Concluſions, and they cannot but decide what is . 
rigbt; or rather, what they decide muſt needs 43M 
be ſuppoſed to be right. Who ſeeth not here a 14 
valt Difproportion ? FVV 1 
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102 · The Anarchy of the Ranters; &c. * 
Now we differ herein fundamentally ; that is, as 


to the very Baſis and Foundation upon which we 
dul x that not only from the Church of 


"Rome, but alſo from the Generality 


TheContitu- of Proteſtants in this Matter. All 
nod, or a be P roteſtants do acknowledge Aa gene- 
neral Council ral Council to be uſeful, yea ne- 
N ceſſary, in the Caſe of D Diviſion or 
Debate; let us conſider the Baſis upon which they 
: proceed, and the Streſs they lay upon it. 
Firſt, All jointly, Toth the prelati- 
* 1 cal and preſbyterial, will have this Sy- 
: nod or Council to conſiſt of a Convo- 
cation of the Clergy, choſen and ſent from the 
particular Congregations, with ſome few laict 
Elders, called together by the civil Magiſtrate, 
in caſe he be one in Judgment with them. 
They decide by Plurality of Votes. And tho 
they aſſume not an abſolute Infallibility, in that 
they reckon it poſſible for them to err, yet do 
they reckon their Deciſions obligatory upon their 


ſuppoſed Conſonancy tothe Scripture z and how- 


ever do affirm, That the Civil Magiſtrate 0 
Power to conſtrain all to ſubmit and obey; 
elſe to puniſh them either by Death, Baniſhment, 
Impriſonment, Confiſcation of Goods, or ſome 
other corporal Pain; even though ſuch be per- 
ſuaded, and offer to make appear, that the De- 
ciſions they refuſe, are e to the Scr1 ip- 


tures. | 

. And Laſtly, (among the Papiſts) 
3-40 . 4 Nen, tho? otherwiſe confeſſed to be 
a Member of the Church, both knowing and ſo- 


ber, except commiſſionats in ſome of the Re- 


ſpects 
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The Difference betwixt us and the Romaniſts. 103 
ſpects above declared, can be admitted to fit, 
vote, and give his Judgment. 4 
Any that will be at the Pains to apply this to } 
the F — — [ before laid of the Infallibility of 
judgment, in that we may account 5 
only W. truly called the Church 3. We differ 
of Chriſt, will eaſily ſee the great both. them. 
Difference betwixt us, which I ſhall 
ſum up in theſe Particulars: ws 
Firſt, Do we. exclude any Member 1. 
of the Church of Chriſt, that may be tru- | 
y accounted fo, to tell his Judgment? 
Secondly, Do we ſay Man ought to 2. 
be-perſecuted- in his Outwards for his 
Diſſent-1n Spirituals? 
Thirdly, Do we plead that Deciſion 3. 
1s to paſs concluſive, becauſe of the [ 
| Plurality of Vote? 1 
And much more, which the Nane may ob- 1 
ſerve from what is already mentioned; which, 
that it may be all more obvious at one View, 
vill appear ſomewhat clearly by this following, 
Figure 3 which will give the Reader an Oppor- 


_ to recollect what lay heretofore more ſcat- 
tere 


J The . PO 0D 
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[, That there is an In-| 1, That though all Sy- 
jallibility in the Church: nods and Coun- 
hich Infallibilityis, uben cils may err; Fo. Cor 
the Pope calls a general yet ſuch Aſſem- Aris 
Council of Biſhops, &c. blies are need- 
[that whatſoever they con. ful for the Edi- 


clude 2 fication 
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0 The Anarchy of the Ranters, 8c. Sect. VIIl 
clude and agree uponſfication of the Church. 


muſt nreds be the infal. That ſuch do conſiſt of 
lible Judgment of tbea Convocation of the 


Spirit of God, becauſe of|Clergy, with ſome fey 


the Promiſe of . Chriſt,|Laicks particularly cho- 


That he would not ſuf-jſen. That all others, ex- 
fer the Gates of Hellſcept thoſe ſo elected, 


to prevail againſt Highave not any Right to 
„ vote or give Judgment. 
2. And that the Pope 2. That ſuch an Af 


and Council, made up ofſſembly ſo conſtitute, may 
certain of the Clergy, hav-|miniſterially determine 
ing one outward Suc-[Controverſies of Faith, 
ceſſion, and being law [Caſes of Conſcience, Mat- 


fully ordained, accordingſters of Worſhip, and au- 


to the Canons, are thaiſthoritatively determine 


Church, to which thatithe ſame. The Deciſion 


' Promiſe is made, ho- is to be by Plurality of 


ever wicked or depraved Votes, without any - 


they be; yet this infallibleceſſary Reſpect to thein- 
Judgment follows them,jward Holineſs or Regt. 


as being neceſſarily an- neration of the Perſons; 


nexed to their Office, iniif ſo be they be out- 
which the Authority ſtillkwardly called, ordaints 


ſtands in its full Strengtbland inveſted in ſuch a 


and 'Vigour. [Place and Capacity, 4 


gives them an Author 


ty to be Members of 


ſſuch an Aſembly. 
3. So that there lies an 3. What they thus de· 
Obligation upon the wholecide (as they judge ac. 


Body of the Church tokording to the Scripture) 


obey their Decrees : Andought to be received 
ſuch as do not, are not with Reverence, and ſub- 
2 ans mitted 
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only certainly damned[mitted to: And thoſe. 
for their. Diſobedience, but that do not, to be pu- 
that it is the Duty of niſhed by the Civil Ma- 
the Civil Magiſtrate zo[giſtrate by Death, Ba- 
W uniſp ſuch by Death, niſhment or Impriſon- 
Baniſoment or Aer en ment, though they de- 
ment, &c. in 8 "og clare, and be ready to e- 
"OM. +... .*.* [vidence, that it is be- 
(cauſe they are not agree- 
able to the Scripture 
they refuſe ſuch Decrees. 
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I That . none truly oug ght, 
nor can be accounted the Church of The ſandtifi- | 
Chriſt, but ſuch? as are in a Meaſure ed Members. 
ſan8ified, or ſanctiſying, by the Grace 
of God, and led by his Spirit; nor yet any le” | 
Officers in the Church but by the Grace of God, 
and inward Revelation of his Spirit (not by out- 
ward Ordination or Succeſſion) 1 rom which none 
is to be excluded, if ſo called, whether married, 
or a Tradeſman, or a JETTY 

2. If ſobe in ſuch a Church there 
ſhould ariſe any Difference, there Their infal- 
will be an infallible Fudgment from Re Ja 
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the Spirit of God, which may be in on . ; 

aGeneral Aſſembly yet not limited lh 

to it, as excluding others: And may prove the 1 

Judgment of the Plurality; yet not to be decided | . 
thereby, as if the Infalibillity were placed there, K 
&cluding the fewer. In which Meeting or Al- | a 
| bly. Upon ſuch an Account, there is no Lämi— 1 
| — 1 tation 1 

1 


* : * » 
0 * 


a The Arb of the Ne, Kc. Sect. vin. 


tation to be of Perſons particularly choſen ; but 
that all that in a true Senſe may be feckoned 
of the Church, as being ſober and weighty,” may | 
_ bs preſent, and give their Judgment. 
3. And that the infallible Fudgmen 
0 be ſub- of Truth (which cannot be wanting 
ved WIG. e kn Church) whether it be given 
through one or more, ought to be 
ſubmitted to, Sh beg ſuch Perſons give it, 
\__ but becauſe the Spirit leads ſo to do; which every 
one coming to in themſelves, will willingly and 
naturally aſſent to. And if any, through Diſobe- 
dience or Unclearneſs, do not all that the Church 
ought to do, ſhe is to deny them her ſpiritual 
Fellowſhip, in cafe the Nature of their Diſobe- 
dience be of that Conſequence as may deſerve 
ſych a Cenſure; but by no Means, for Matter of 
Conſcience, to moleſt, trouble, or Fa any 

y in their Outwards. 
Who will be at the Pains to compare theſe 
three ſeriouſly together, I am hopeful will need 
15 no further Argument to prove the 
5 ObjeQion. Difference. But if any will further 
3 object, What if it fall out, de Facto, 
that the Teachers, "Elders, or Plurality, do decide 
(and from thence will ſay) 7h:s is like 
Anſwer. the Church of Rome, and other falſe 
| Churches? It will be hard to prove 
that to be an infallible Mark of a wrong Judgment, 
as we have not ſaid it is of a right. And indeed 
to conclude it were fo, would neceſſarily condemn 
the Church in the Apoſtles Days, where we {et 
the Teachers and Elders, and ſo far as we can ob- 
derve, the greater Number did agree to the 10 
1 | CU, 


N 
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os len, Acts 1. 15. For if the Thing be right, 
and according to Truth, it is ſo much the better 
that the Elders and greater Number do agree to it; 
and if wrong, their affirming it will not make 
it right: And truly, a Gathering, where the El- 
ders and greater Number are always, or moſt fre- 
quently wrong, and the younger and leſſer Num- 
ber right, is ſuch, as we cannot ſuppoſe the true 
Church of Chrift to be. And if any will plead, 
that there is now no infallible Judgment to be 

expected from the Spirit of God in the Church, 
it (no doubt) will leave the Diſſnters as much! in 
difſent from ; both being no better cen Biß 
Men, Hitting, at Random, which will turn Chri- 
Jianity: into Sgepticiſm. And though We may ac- 
knowledge, that this Uncertainty. prevails in the 
Generality of thoſe called : Churches ; yet we do 
firmly beſievę (for the Reaſons above declared, and 
many more that might be given) That the True 
Church of Chriſt has à more ſolid, ſtable Foun- 
dation; and being never ſeparated from Chriſt, 
her Head, walks in a more erw, ſteady, and 
FN Path. 


A ſummary 4 7 H E Subſtance then of What 
Nannen 1 is afferted and proved in this 
© Treatiſe, reſolves in theſe follow. 


ing Particulars. e } 


1H, That in che Church of Chriſt, 


Wk ben it conſiſts of a viſible People (for 
I ſpeak not here of the Church in the dark 
Night of Apoſtacy, that conſiſted not of any 


Society viſibſy united) gathered 1 into the Belief of 
certain Principles; and united in the Joint Per- 
ve Worſhup of God, as meeting to- 


formance of the. 
r preaching, Sc. there is, and 
uſt - Kertain Order and Governſtent. 


4 2 "FM That this F , as 
»itwarg*Form of it, conſiſts of certain 
Meetings. appointed principally for that End; 
yet not ſo as to exclude Acts of 8 8 if the 
Spirit move chereunto. wu; 


11. Thirdly, The Objest of this Go- 
0 vernment is two-fold, outwards and 
inwards, The Outwards relate mainly to the 


Care of the aar, of Widows and Fatherleſs; 
3 where 


— — 


—— — rn SE ny 


of the ae V. Ge. 


where may be alſo included „ and the 


Removing, of all Scandals in Things undeniably 
wrong. The Inwards reſpect an Apoſtacy, either 


in Principles or Practices that have a Pretence 


of Conſcience, and that either in denying ſome 
Truths already receiyed and believed, or aſſerting 
new Doctrines that, ought. not to be received. 


Which agaln (to ſub-divide) may either be in 


Things fundamental, and of great Moment; or 
in Things of leſs Weight in themſelves, yet pro- 


ceeding from a wrong Spirit, and which in the 
natural and certain Conſequence of them, tend to 


make Schiſms, Diviſions, Animoſities, and in 


Sum, to break that Bond of Love and Unity that 
is ſo needful to be upheld and eſtabliſhed in the 
Church of Chriſt. And here come alſo under this 
8 onſideration all Emulations, Strifes, Backbit- 


e and evil Surmiſings. N 


valertbly, That in the true Church IV. 
of Chriſt (according to the Definition 


above given of it) there will, in ſuch Caſes of 
Differences and Controverſies, ſtill be an infallible 


Judgment from the Spirit of Gods either in one 


or r other, few or more. 


Fifibh, That this infallible a V. 
is. only, and unalterably, annexed and 
ſeated in the Spirit and Power of Gods not to 
any particular Perſon or Perſons, Meeting or 


Aſſembly, by Virtue of any ſettled Ordination, 


Office; Place or. Station, that ſuch may have, or 
| have had in the Church ; no Man, Men, nor 
we. © | Meeting 


o Ae Reralkelbe, 55 
Meetipg ſtanding; | or being inveſted in any Au- 
thority in the Church of Chriſt, upon other Terms 
than fo leffg as he or they abide in the living 
Senſe and Unity of the Life in their own Par- 
ticulars; which whoſoever, one or more, inward- 
ly departs from, ipſo Facto, "loſes all Authority, 
Office, or certain diſcerning, he or they formerly 
have had, though retaining the true Principles 
and ſound Form, and (may be) not fallen into 

any grofs Practices, as may declare them gene- 

8 rally to be thus withered and prog arr 


VI. 5 Sixthly, That Jets Chriſt, under 
3 Gofpel, hath ordinarily revealed his 
Will in fuch' Cafes through the Elders, and Mi. 
niſters of the Church, or a general Meeting; 
whoſe Teſtimony is neither to be deſpiſed, or re- 
jetted, without good Cauſe. Neither is their 
taking upon them really to decide, any juſt f 
Ground to charge them with Impoſition, or to 
quarrel with their Judgment; unleſs it can be 
proved, that they are decayed, and have loſt tber 
e As above. ES 


VII. Seventhly, T bat to ſubmit and oby 
in ſuch Caſes, is no detracting from 
the common Privilege of, Chriſtians, to be in. 
_ wardly led by the Spirit, ſeeing the Spirit f 
led ſome heretofore ſo to do, and yet may. 
that every Pretence of Unclearneſs, is not a i 
ficient Excuſe for Diſobedience, ſeeing that miſ 
proceed from Obſtinacy, or a Mind prepoſſcſ 
with Prejudice: Yet lays 1 not any n to ; 


— — — rIn 2 — 


"Of the Anarchy, </al If _ "10 


it before they be clear; and who are every Way 
right, will not want Clearnefs 1 in what they ought. 
to do. a n 


8 


Nerd 


And, laſty, That theſe Principles VIII. 
e no ways tainted with Impoſition, 

er contrary to true Liberty of Conſcience : And 
that they fundamentally differ from the Uſurpa- 
tions both of Popery, Prelacy, and Preſvytery, 
or any other of that Nature, 


ROBERT BARCLAY 


*. « 
——— » 


* m_ 


ͤK—» „ . 
r n 
UW — ö 8 


— 
Is — 2 


— * n 
„„ AA 1 


re AF or Dre ng, 
„ * - 
"aye 3 - 


2 * 
has 1 e n 
re 8 — w_ . r $a — 2 
e CUT Ir man ESR T 
Jas > * _ £ 2 
3 2 * vows 7 N 


r 


WCC et 4x pad 

- . * 
8 . 
X < AE - os, 
— * 5 — „ 
as n =. 


Sr 


Fg! "Rs ö 
"ages; —l leg 


. . a Fo 
LY 1 F "3 J * * 
: : 4 , 
- " ” + 0 7 p , ” 
T % S . E 6, 4 ' * * 
4 4 » L * * 


3 5 4 
bx | 
Wi 


2 J 61 


Section I. AH E Introdution and Metho 14 
his * 11 ; 


-Seftion A Concerning the Ground and Cauſe of 
e this . 


Section III. Whether there be any Order or Go. 
au vernment in tbe Church of Chrif 4 


| Section Iv. of the Order and Government a! 
Plead fer. 95 | 


7 8 eftion . "In what Caſes, and bow far, thi 
Government extends. 


Section VI. How far this Government extend 
in Matters ſpiritual, and purely conſcientious. 


Section VII. Concerning ſbe Power of Deciſion, 
Section VIII. How this Governnent altogets 
 differeth from the Oppreſſing and Perjecutn| 


Principality of the Church of Rome, 4nd oth 
anticbriſtian Aſſemblies. . 


The SONOLUSLON,. 


National Meeting 


FRIENDS, 
SUS EIN 


Concerning good ORDER and DIsC1PLINE | 
|; in the CHURCH. | 4 


Written by 70S PH PIX E. 


PpHILADELY HII. 
9 and Sold by B. FRANKLIN, and oy 
| „D. Haut, 1757: 


* * 


AN 


Is 


NATIONAL ME ETING, ec. ; 
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My dearly beloved Friends, and Brethren, 
T JF Aving been for ſome Time under a deep and 
mournful Senſe of the States of many of the 
Churches of Chriſt, a weighty Concern came upon 
my Spirit, to communicate ſome of thoſe Things 
to you which came under my Conſideration, and 
I could not be eaſy until I had given up to doit; 
and as I foreſee what I ſhall write will be long, 
and the longer by commemorating the Dealings of 
the LORD with us in this Nation, as well as 
by writing ſome Things new and old: So therefore, 
I defire you will bear its Length, it being, in Proba- 
bility, the laſt Time that ever I ſhall write to you, 
for I am but weak in Body, and ill able to write at 
this Time; and, in all human Proſpect, not likely 
to continue long in this World. But however that 
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may be, Oh! faith my Soul, that the Lord will be * 
pleaſed to keep and preſerve me near to himſelf to 
the End, that fo in the End of my Time, I may at. 

tain to that everlaſting Reſt, that the ELDERS, 

who have gone before me; are already entred into. 

And now, my dear Friends, I herewith ſend you 
the Salutation of my endeared Love in our LORD 


and SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST, which re- 7 

mains as fr2/þ and fervent with me now in 01d Age, il | 

as in my Youth, more eſpecially to you that tra- 0 by 

vel in Spirit, and are zealouſly concerned for the Ke 7 
Welfare and Proſperity of SION, you are as ner MW 8 

and dear to me as ever, and I have Unity with you, 7 

in the Covenant of Love and Life, whether you Mug 

are old or young, rich or poor; for in this Love i T bs 

is that we are bound up together in the Bundle of farts 

Life, being baptized by one Spirit into one Bad, WF Nor 


and in this Love which proceeds from the Spit, N greatef 
the true Unity of the Church is kept up and main- Ating t 
_ tained in the Bond of Peace, whereby the who Fra 1500 
Body is ediſied together in love, which you know have A 
a ftronger Bond and Tye than all outward Laws kept. y 
Creeds, or Confeſſions of Faith without it. want ar 
And beſides this Gift of the HOLY SPIRIT, ev. 7 
which CHRIST has given us for our Salvation, tze Ah 
he has given additional Means and Aſſiſtances c. out of 
Aucive to. that great End; thus he has afforded w Spirit fe 
- the HOLY SCRIPTURES for our Informatia bear wir 
Ediſication and Comfort, thro the Spirit. He hct the l 
ſent us his Miniſters and Meſſengers, whom he i ing, by 
furniſhed with the immediate Power of his Word Nun: 
He has gifted ELDERS to overſee, advi/e ail ome of 
admoniſh us, and, by his holy Spirit, he has woveiſh ty, 


upon both Miniſters and Elders, to give forth and others d 


leave us holy Inſtructions, for keeping godly on that our 
| a8. - 


1 8 1 

a Diſcipline 3 in che Churches. of CHRIST, bas be 

25 an Hedge and Hence about us for our Preſerva- | 

iow (ſo far as Means can do), in this Unity of che 

Spirit, as well as to keep us from the jn, 

roads of the Enemy, who goes about con- 1 Pei. $5: F,. 

tinually ſeeking whom he may devour... | 

-Our-gractious: 1; O RD) bas done; all this for 75 

our Day and Time, as he did formerly, ſo that we. 

may truly ſay with that holy Prophet Iſaiab, who 

ſpoke: from the Mouth of the Lord, fay- 

ing, hat could have been done more to my 05 5. 4 

Vineyard that] have;not done init. And 

pray: God it may not be ſaid of, many of us 

now as he ſaid to Iſrael then, via. Hbrrefore, when. 
ted that. it ſpould bring forth e it brought 4 
elk wild Graben. T9 
WM Now, my- dear-Friends, chat. which. 1 the | 
| greateſt Weight upon my Spirt at this Time, is, re- it 
1 lating: to god Order and Diſcipline in the Churches = = 
Not Chriſt : And tho“ I well know that you, who 3 
dave retained your rf: Love to God, and have. 
kept your Habitations in his holy Truth, do not 
want-any Information of mine to convince you 
of the Neceſſity and Service thereof; yet, as out of [| 
the Abundance of the Heart the Mouth ſpeaketh, ſo 18 
out: of the abundant Concern I feel upon my | 
Spirit for the Proſperity of Truth, I beſeech you 
bear with me while I cafe my Mind, if it hut prove 
of the leaſt Benefit. to the Younger in; your, Meet- 
ng by ſtirring up the pure Mind by Way of Remem- 
brance ; for notwithſtanding I am very ſenſible that 105 
bu of you do want but little ſtirring up to your 
Duty, reſpecting Diſcipline, yet I believe many 
others do. Neither do you want to be convinced 


FR. our Womens, as well as Mens, Meeting ic 
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line, were rp ler by the Movings of if 
Dips 1 D's Power, through that - worthy and 


label Elder GEORGE Fox; and alſo, that the Unit 
Authority of theſe Meetings is to be kept up and I 7 
maintained therein, you are living Witneſſes: there- the Y 
of, becauſe the L ORD has often owned your . in 
Services in them- by rhe r of tis Weg, 
glorious Power.. . ; 
Tou know ſo; that is the rf Infitution of i 82 | 
theſe our Mens Meetings, the Members of them 12 

TR | were't9 be faithful Men, who were to Alle. 
Exod. 13. 4. rule and govern for the LORD, Mer Thin 
Feri GOD, and hating Covetouſneſs, N ef wü 


agreeable to thoſe in the Apoſtles Times, whom the WW | 
HOLY GHOST bad made Overſeers inthe N EY) 


Church of CHRIST ; yet this does not exclude b. N fte! 
_ neſt minded young Men from being admitted to fit in 1 


thoſe Meetings as Learners; who, growing in Truth, dür 
may at length come to have their - ſpiritual Senſes 8 
exerciſed, ſo as rigbih to diſcern: between Gol 
and Et vil and Things that differ, tho' at firſt they G 5. 
may not ſee into Things /o clearly as the faithfu * 


Elders did, yet as they grow in Truth, and follom = 
them, as the A poſtle Paul adviſes; the 2 
Phil. z. 15. Lord in due Time will res eal Juch Thingl if. mw l 


unto them, I can ſpeak this from my 
don Experience; likewiſe, in a more general Way, 4 nd 1 
as there are, and always will be, different Degrets : 
of Growth in the Members 'of the Church dd 
CHRIST, yet as all are growing in Truth, and B. 
drawing one Way, and aiming at the ſane Thing in Bar 
namely the Honour of the: LORD, and Proſperit\M.; UN 
of his holy Truth, there will be a general Condeſcen. te þ R 
ſion and Submiſſion to one another, but more eſp Ws 
cially to godly Elders and Overſeers ; 2 the 
rol 


Rp, 


1 0 55 wil of Marr is kept. 6 out, 12684 the 
Unity of the Spirit, in an heaven Harmony, | 
maintained in thoſe Meetings, as well as amon 
the Whole Body, or Church of CHRIST. 

And while Things remained in this Order, the 
true Watchmen for CHRIS T, thoſe! Elders, 
wers good Examples to the F lock themſelves; 
they diligently watched them, leſt the Enemy 
| ſhould ſteal: in upon them; and when at any 
Time he made an Appearance, they gave the 
Alarm to the Flock to beware of the Devourer: 
Thus, if any Thing did appear contrary to Truth, 
of what Kind ſoever; then preſently (without De- 
lay) thoſe true Watchmen did endeavour to put a 
Stop thereto 3 then it was that Things went well 
in general in the Churches of CHRIST. I could 
enlarge abundantly upon the good Effects of it, 


„bot top myſelf, and in a few Words ſay, Tat 
1 then the Diſorderly were dealt with in due Time, ac- 
f cording to the Nature of their Offences, and for their 
0 Good: And if they could not be reclaimed, - they were 


ſet in their * Truth cleared, and they made as 
Examples to others, and then thoſe Examples in ſome 
Meaſure became a Terror to ſuch who were inclined 


end ready to follow their diſorderly Steps, by which 
0" Means many, I believe, were deterred. therefrom : 
5 And thus boly Diſcipline was kept in its right Chan- 
1 nel, and, . all, the LORD was pleaſed to 

1 2 thoſe Services with bis heavenly Power. 
u Bot alas! alas! The State of Things continued 
"> in this Condition but a few Y ears before the Enemy 


of all Righteouſneſs made Attempts co break down 

« the Fence of Diſcipline, which had been ſet up by 
17 the Power of GOD, and even prevailed on ſome, 
| Who had been as OR Elders and Mini- 


UA 


ſters, to be e therein (ſuch who once T 
knew better Things) but had departed from their :* 
frſtLove to Truth, and Zeal for it; theſe, Men, ＋ 
withe their /ibertine: Company in our bordering Na. Ex 
tion, did tiſe-up againſt that Man of GOD, G. Fox, y 
ho had been made che Inſtrument, in the Hand of 
the LORD, to ſet up good Order and Diſcipline; 4 
they levelled their Rage and Malice againſt him in Bai 
particular, with: thoſe who had kept their frft Love der 
in general: But their chief End was to lay waſte, this 
and deſtroy this good Order and Diſcipline, and 
leave every ono to do as tbey pleaſed, and would ir 
have nd Bounds ſet, with this playfible Pretence, that I adh 
all muſt be left to the Light in their Conſciences, Secaſc 
and Friends muſt wait until. they are convinced, 
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that ſuch'and ſuch Things were contrary to Truth, 70 - | 
tho? even many of the Things they went into, the ed in 
Light'of CHRIS T led the true Followers of it oppo 
out of, and toteſtify againſt, in the Beginning. Ihe rnit if 
| was plæaſng Doctrine to Libertines; it took with I ent A 
them, and they made uſe of it, and thereupon in a 9 
1 went into wrong Liberty, as Height, Pride, Faſbi Wl of M. 
| 4 of the World, Stiff-neckedueſs, Striſe, Contention, and £7 v 
iq fo unruly, that they would not ſubmit their Difie- WF Prom. 
| rences to Friends, with many other Things c. ther ec 
trary to Truth, too long to enumerate; and yet al No 
| this under a Pretence of Chriſtian Liberty, and that ſtill lec 
4 they were not convinced by the Light in their Co ¶ deſire 
ſcciences to the contrary. In ſhort, the Rebellion Inform 
| and Confederacy (againſt good Order in the Church owt 
i was very great and ſtrong, and in ſome Places the) 
ſet up ſeparate Meetings; but the LORD broug|t | 
| a Blaſt upon that Spirit, and they came to nothing 
as a Body of People; yet notwithſtanding this, tie 
1 Seeds, which they had ſown in this Time of ud 
BP 4 i popes I P LIbert) 


LY 3 


Liberty remained, and ſtill remain amongſt many, 


in ſome Places, and in this Time it was that ſome 


of thoſe Seeds were brought into this Nation, by 
Examples from them, and in particular Height and 


Finery in Apparel and Houſbold Stuff, with ſome o- 


ther Things, of which I am preſently to ſpeak. 
' Tho? I was but a young Man then, yet an ye and 
Ear Witneſs of many of thoſe Things, having 


been at ſeveral of the Meetings in England, wherein 


this libertine Spirit raiſed Contention, and then 1 


5 v 9 * * — — — * oh n — 
7 s Ws T * 9 "7 8 - * 4 4 1 ** 
7 5 . * S 


clearly ſaw the Tendency thereof, that it would, 


if poſſible, lay waſte the whole Heritage of GD, 
and I bore my Teſtimony againſt it, as convenient is 


Seaſons and Opportunities offered, | Þ- 


1 


rit is at work now, in this Nation, tho? in a differ- 


ful, who are zealoufly concerned in Spirit for the 
| Promotion of Truth, and keeping up the Diſcipline 
name in its rebt e. 
Now, in opening theſe Things, I find I ſhall be 
ſtill led on in an Biſtorical Manner, and therefore 


Information of you faithful Elders in I/rael, who 
low them already, yet it may be to the Younger, 
; by commemorating the kind Dealings of the LORD 


and that none of us may be ungrateful to him, 
for all the Benefits and Labour that he has beſtow- 
ed upon us. © 2 3 3 = 
EY I I have 


I have written after this Manner to ſhew how 
good Order and Diſcipline was ſet up and eftabliſh- 
ed in a general Way, and what Spirit it was that 
| oppoſed it then, and I greatly fear the ſame Spi- 


ent Appearance, not by their oppoſing all Diſcipline 
in a general Manner as they did, but by breaking 
of Minutes, and weakening the Hands of the Faith. 


deſire your Patience, and tho? it tend not to the 


towards us, and ſtirring up the pure Mind in them, 


ina £35” 44 All 
I have already ſaid, that ſome of the Seeds, 
which that libertine Spirit had ſown, were brought 
over into this Nation, and particularly that of 
Height and Finery in Apparel and Hôuſbold Furri. 
ture, &c. And by exampling one another, they 
came to a great Height at laſt, tho? not to that 
Degree, as in the other Nation, but we are going 
8 "ob: into them. 

Now, upon ls e I . revive N Me. 
mory of that Worthy Elder William Edmund ſin, 


323 of this Nation, whoſe Memory and Labours live, 


duch are ſweet to the upright in Heart, and who 
as moſt of you well know) was eminently inſtru- 
mental in the Hand of the LORD, not only in a 


powerful Miniſtry by Word and Doctrine, but alſo 
for eſtabliſhing and maintaining good Order and 
| Diſcipline in the Churches of CHRIST. He 
zealoufly and with undaunted Courageſtogd up faith- 
_ Fully tor the LORD and his Cauſe, and oppoſed 
all falſe Liberty, in its Sr Appearance, and was, 
do my certain Knowledge, much grieved, when he 
ſaw it growing in this Nation, and faithfully bore 
his Teſtimony againſt it, without Favour or Aﬀet- 
tion, and tho? he did ſo, and that many Epiſtle 
and Minutes went forth from our Half- year Mect- 
ng, againſt that Aibertine Spirit of Height, Pride, 
aud other Things, that had grown upon us, yet al 
did not prove fully effectual, until at laſt the LORD 
bleſt his «nzwearied Endeavours with Succeſs, as 3 
chief-Inſtrument in the Hand of GOD, for putting 
godly Diſcipline in due and cloſe Execution, and by 
which Means a Stop was put to that Spirit, in gre 
Meaſure; until he was taken from us, and it is nor 
about Thirty Years ſince the LORD raiſed u 


and 1 many godly Elders to join wi 
"ur 


4 Sk 
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| him, as one Man, i in this Work of Reformation, and 
thereupon Epiſtles were given forth from Half. 
years. Meetings, which named Abundance of Su- 
perfluities, 0, Apparel, Houſe Furniture, garniſhing 
of Houſes, &c. with numerous other Things relat- 
ing to Conver ſation and Behaviour, and running 
greedily after the Things of this World, too long to 
enumerate, and e may be ſeen in thoſe Minutes; 
and for the more effectual performing this Work, 
they directed us to chuſe out right ſpirited F riends, : 
who had a Concern upon them for the Proſperity | 
of Truth, and putting away all thoſe Things that 
were as Nuiſances in the Church, to viſit every 
particular Family, to ſee, inſpect and ane ac- 
cordingly, as they ſaw Occaſion for it. 
Now, about this Time, the LORD had alſo caif- 
ed a Concern in the Minds of the faithful Elders, 
in moſt Parts of this Nation, and, with them, had 
likewiſe been preparing the Hearts of a younger and 
middle aged Generation, to join in this Work, 
and when thoſe Epiſtles and Minutes came down 
to this Province, there was a general Aſſent in the 
Minds of Friends to comply with the Advices 
they gave us, as ſeeing the Neceſſity of it; and 
indeed I muſt confeſs, I believe that we, in this 
City of Cort, were at that time as much concern- 
ed to take the Advice as any in the Nation; for 
| tho? our Wives and Children dreſſed pretty plain, 
yet many of them wore rich coſtly Apparel, tho 
of grave Colours, and many of our Houſes were 
furniſhed with divers Superfluities, that were not 
| agreeable to the Plainneſs of Truth, and as Truth 
I am ſatisfied) led into, in the Beginning. 
| However, ſo it was that the LORD touched 
1 * Hearts of thoſe alſo, and they joined Hear Lane 
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Hand to o the Work, in frſt Aciibling their own 
Houſes and Families from theſe Things, and after 
that, as Elders were appointed accagding to the 
Advice of the Half. year's Meeting to vflit Families, 
ſo ſome of thoſe, the Tounger, were appointed a- 
maongſt the reſt ; but I well know it was very hard 
for ſome them to give up to it, as thinking the 
Service too weiphty for them, but having a Con- 
cern upon their Spirits, that the Work ſhould go 
on, they at laſt complied, tho' in a Croſs to their 
own Wills, they went in much Weakneſs, Fear and 
Trembling, but the LORD (I teſtify) was with 
and ſtrengthened them in the Service. I write this 
for the Encouragement of all honeſt hearted young 
Perſons, ſuch who are concerned in Spirit for the 
Proſperity of Truth, and that think themſelves 
very weak, and thereby are too backward in ſuch 
Services, which the faithful Elders in the Church 
of GOD ſhall think them meaſurably capable of. 

It is with me to let the, Zounger know how 
Friends proceeded in their Viſits; and this I do, in 
order to ſtir up their Minds by Way of Informa- 
tion and Encouragement. The Viſiters choſen rf 
met together, and, in the Love of GOD, without 
Partiality, examined one another, how far they 
ſtood clear themſelves, relating to the Things about 
which they were going to adviſe others; and, after 
due Examination, proceeded thus: When we came 
to a Family, we ſat down with them, and firſt wait- 
ed a while upon the LORD, and then, as it aroſe 

in the Minds of any, we principally in the firſt Place 
directed them to the Gift of the LORD 's Spirit 

in themſelves, as that by which alone they could 
grow in the Truth, and which would lead them 
in ERS "Things, agreeable thereto, as to Con. 
ver ſation, 
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corfution, Behaviour and Plainneſs of Apparel and 
Speech, &c. as it led our Elders in the Begin- 
ning; and chat altho* theſe Things were very com- 
mendable in their Places, yet told them, they would 
not do of themſelves, except the Heart was alſo 
right in the Sight of the LORD: And having 
ſpoken what was in our Minds, according to the 
State of the Family we viſited (ſometimes all to- 
gether, and ſometimes particularly apart, as we 
ſaw Occaſion for. it) we then came to the Minutes 
trom our Half. year's Booting, and ſpoke pa 
cularly to them. 

And thisI may tell you of a Truth, that in all 
thoſe Viſits we made in this City at that time we F 
met with no Oppoſition or Contradiction in any 
one Family or particular Perſon, that I remem- 
ber, but a general Condeſcenſion in all, and ſome- 
times a free and open Confeſſion of Things that had 
been amiſs, and that in great Tenderneſs, with 
Hopes of Amendment for the future; ſo that 
the Viſiters and Viſited had great Satisfaction in 
that Service; and this I may further tell you, 


| above all, the LORD owned our Service, by 
; favouring us with his holy Power therein, ſo that 

n lome Families, where Things were well, the 

. WW +ORD overſhadowed us by his living Preſence, 


and melted us down together, as into one Lump; 
May my Soul never forget thoſe Times, while 4 have 
Day to live in this World.! 


: = Now, after thoſe Viſits were over in this Gm, in 
oonvenient Time moſt of thoſe Viſiters here did 
14 eompany ſome other faithful Elders in the Pro- 


$ Vince, and they went through it, viſiting the Fa- 
milies of Friends, like as they had done in this Ci- 
I U which had RT the _= Effects as here, ee 


2 ng 
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being 4 genera! Condeſcenſic jon to comply with 
the Defire of the Half. year's Meeting; and ac. 


cordingly, in Time, there was (I think I may ſay) a 


Pretty full and effeftual Reformation in this Pro- 
vince in outward Things that had been amiſs, and 


which that Meeting deſired might be put away) 


and 1 underſtobd the like Succeſs attended t hat 


Service in other Parts of this Nation; and thus 
Things ſtood for ſeveral Years, and there was great 
Unity among Friends of this Province in particu- 


lar, as well as in general throughout the reſt of 


the Kingdom, and the LORD was pleaſed there- 


with, Which he manifeſted oftentimes by the 
* Overflowings of his divine Power 1 in the Meeting 


of Friends. 


I confeſs, my dear Frivnds; my writing after 
this Manner looks rather like an Hiſtory or Ner- 


* rativethan an Epiſtle, but I deſire you will bear 
with me, it being to magnify the loving Rindneſ 


of the LORD in (rehearſing) his Dealings witi 
us, and for the Information and Encouragement 
of the Younger, that they may follow the Steps 
of the worthy Antients, who have followed Chriſt 
and ſhun. and avoid that /ibertine Spirit, Which! 

fear is now getting in, and has got in again, en. 
deavoortg. to throw down and lay waſte” what 


our godhy Elders had reared up by the Power of Wi ” 
the LORD; and from this Fear, 1 am led o 


query 3 this Manner. 

Is there not (ſome) in Being, e not on 
ſaw thoſe Times of outtvard Reformation, but al. 
heartily joined therein, by putting away out 0f 


their Houſes and Fanhes thoſe Superflunties in 
Fineneſs 'of Apparel and 'Hoifhold Furniture, &c. 


Lam latisfied there e are. C Or! is there any who, ſince 
. that 


1 


chat 1 
: any of late Times, of both Sorts, who have loſt 


8 Dreſs to be worn by their Children, and in their 
Families; and likewiſe have ſuffered or permitted 


come into their \own Houſes, or their Childrens, 


by zealouſly ſtanding” againſt it; and moreover, 
& have they not connived at others that have gone 
into ſuch Things? I fear there are ſuch. _ 


more (among us) than ever they were before that 
Time of Reformation, to the. Wounding and Griev- 


the Movings of the Spirit of the LORD in my 
Heart, how will you anſwer it in the Day of Ac- 
count? You, I fay, that by your Eaſineſs and Luke- 
8 warmneſs, have let in thoſe offenſive Things upon 
: us again; for as our bleſſed Lord ſaid, 


Ones which believe in me, it were better 
r bim that a Milſtone were hanged about his 


be Sass What will be the Portion of ſuch as theſe? 
Therefore let all who are concerned herein repent, 
and do their „irt Works, before it be 100 late. 
Again, beſides Height, Pride and Faſhions, which 


14 Face, 


ime, have owned that Concern, and for a | | 
Time ſtood zealous for the Plainneſs of Truth? I 
am perſuaded there are. And now I query, is there 

that former Zeal, and buffered or permitted ſome 
of the ſame or greater Superfluities in Apparel and 
a fine or finer Houſe Furniture and Garniſping to 


5 which J am ſatisfied they might have prevented, 


Now, by theſe and the like Means, and by 
taking Examples from one another, the Seeds of 
8 Height,” Pride and Vanity, have grown and ſpread 


ing of the Souls of the upright in Heart. Oh! 
F Wande (Friends) T have this to ſay to you, from 


Iboſo ſpall offend one of theſe little Mat. 18. 6. 


W Neck, and that be were drowned in the Depth ß 


3 _ fear) appeared in too many with a 2 


4 
5 


* 


— CE 


Wa | * * : . * * * 
A * n 8 ( 7 7 4 7 : N . * £6 
e 8 N. 
* 
0 F 4 * 
. g - 8 
; * ? 
* - 
= * 13 0 
3 _ p : 
: . R 1 
£ oy" J * 
— de 5 8 


"i ace, is there not ſome that have very much 


loſt, or been aſhamed of, the plain Language, 
both in | ſpeaking and writing. 


J further query, Are there not ſome, who have 


gone into #ndue Liberty of many Kinds, and o- 
thers that would be accounted ſomething, who have 
gone into Contentions, 'Broils,' and Differences, 
(through a covetous and ſelſiſb Spirit) to the Trou- 
ble of the Church? 1 wiſh there may not. But! 
cannot well paſs by that evil Spirit of Covetoul- 
neſs without the following Remark. 
san abominable Evil in the Sight of the LORD, 
„CHRIST himſelf ſeverely reprehended it, 
s and cautioned to beware thereof; his holy A- 

<< poſtle called it Idolatry, and the former Pro- 
e phets cried out againſt it; as did in like 
ce Manner that worthy Elder Wilkam Edmundſon 
(herein before mentioned) often warning us to 
beware thereof ; where it takes deep. Root in 


<« the Heart, it is a mercileſs devouring Spirit, 


not only endeavouring to devour others, but 
<< even deſtroy that Man himſelf who gives Way 
e thereto, and very little can ſtand before i, 
therefore beware thereof wherever it appears.“ 


And laſtly, beſides what J have queried above, 
I here query in a more general Manner, Are there 


not ſome who were once very zealous, and ſtood 


againſt all thoſe Things I have mentioned, and if 
they had kept their Habitations in the LORD's 
holy Truth, might have been made ſerviceable 
Inſtruments in his Hand; and as bright Stars 
in the Firmament of has Power, and have 
joined Hand in Hand, and put Shoulder le 
Shoulder, in helping the Faithful to keep 
on” thoſe Things; 5d by which Means I an 

perſuade 


t is 
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perſuaded they would in great Meaſure have 
been kept out. I ſay, Is there not ſome of thoſe 


he? 2 * not many) that now of late Years 


have been faulty in ſome of thoſe Things them- 
ſelves, and others who have ſtood eaſy, and uncon- 


cerned in Mind, while they have ſeen and beheld 


ſome that were going into them, and inſtead of 
helping the zealous and upright in Heart, have 


rather clogged and weakened their Hands, by openly 


ed and the Diſorderly, ſo far as they were able, 
and thereby have ſometimes fended off the Stroke 
| of. Juſtice and Judgment, in the Way of Dif- 


the Nature of their Offences : For if right Times 
be not obſerved, right Services may be loſt, W here- 


| executed, it might probably have tended to the 


Dettering others from following their Steps ; but, 
above all, it would have kept up, and eſtabliſhed 


Church of CHRIST. 


Line of Diſcipline has (1 fear) produced a 
| partial. conniving amongſt ſome ; for have not 
the Eaſy, Luke-warm, and Indifferent (who have 


Mortar, while they have endeavoured to ſkreen 
and defend the Covetous, and Troublers of the 
Church? And, on the other Hand, have not ſuch 
joined with the luke- warm Daubers, when they 


both 
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or ſecretly abetting the Cauſe of the wrong Spirit- 


cipline (and hindered the Line thereof) from be- 
ing ſtretched over ſuch in due Time, according to 


as, if true Diſcipline had been duly and rightly 
| Good of ſuch Offenders themſelves ; as well as the 


good Order and . 1 in its right Line in the 
The Breaking or Obſtructing this right 


loſt their firſt Love) daubed with untemperec 


e $: been Juſtly found Fault withal, and then 
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| both Sorts have been eaſy with the Higb, Proud ' 


and Libertines, who alſo in their Turn (as they 


f 
had Opportunity) defended the reſt; and thus they pt 
have Mresgchened one another, contrary to that ftan 
moſt folemn Charge which the Apoſtle Paul gave WM Thi 
to Timothy, ' in Relation to the Management Had 
of the Church Affairs, viz. I charge thee (ſays Ml ſtak 
he) before GOD, and the LORD TESUS Fx 
CHRIST, and the elels Angels, that thou obſerve for! 
_ theſe 7. Bitigs, without preferring one before another, faitl 
doing nothing by Partiality, 1 Tim. v. 21. Such Bi wil 
as theſe are Men for GOD, and right Judges for WF N 
Him. They cannot ſwerve or be partial to any Wi yo 
Party, Perſon, or even neareſt Relations, for Fa- Thit 
Dou, Aeltion, or eworldly Ends; but as to thoſe cbur 
15 wi are eaſy, Iuke-warm, "partial or cold, or ſuch have 
that are Troublers of the Church of GOD, and Ml rene 
who once knew better Things, J have this in my 6 
Heart to fay ( if there be any ſuch, as I fear Strait 
there are) the LOR D's Controverſy 18 againſt 8 2/10 
them, Whether they pretend to be Teachers of and 
others. , of as Elders, * and he will drxeadfully ber 
plead with ſucbh above others, for they may not | mis. 
only have their own Blogd to infer for, by alſo they 
the Blogd of Sthers' 4 therefore. repent in Time, and! 
before it be too late. 1 If any one ſhall think me Paul 
750 Paß in What Tope, Hy tell them it is ro Wi fon, 
pleafin; Woke to me, for I do it in a Croſs to my I they 
own Will, but the Day calls for plain Dealing, often 
and I muſt diſcharge my Conſcience. ” cura 
But as for you, ny dear Friends, who have re. Wl ande 
tained your firſt Pre to GOD; and have ſtood Wi ples, 3 
_ Zealous for the LORD and His Truth, whether not j 
© you, are Miniſters or' Elders, young or , what | Pal 


J write 
. 
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| I'write 
| lieve you will not be offended at ic, for you can 
diſcern from what Spirit I write: But, notwith- 
ſtanding I have enumerated ſo many hurtful 
Things which have prevailed upon ſome that 
have been unwatchful, yet 1 hope none will mi- 


rality of Friends, which I am far from doing; 


| faithful People in this Nation, which [ Hape he 
W will preſerve to the End, N 


5 Things I have mentioned, be not t much diſ- 


| le helped you, have left you, it was ſo of old; 


Straits, by Oppoſitions he met with from re. 
8 lellious Iſracl, yet the LORD ſtood by him, 
© and carried him through to the End. Remem:- 
ber the Prophets, Elijah, Ezekiel, and Tere- 


Y they food alone, yet the LORD ftood by them, 


Paul, who ſaid to Timothy, upon Occa- 

ſon, that no Man ſtood with him, and all 2 Tin i. 15. 
; they of Aſia turned from him, and he 

C oftentimes met with great Oppoſition and Diſ- 
W couragements, yet the LORD ftood by him, 
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and catried him through: Theſe may be as Exam- 
d 4 be and Encouragements to, you; therefore ſlack 
not your Hands, be not diſmayed becauſe of Op- 
at Y poſitions and Diſcouragements you meet withal, 
ic 


« touches you not; 3 therefore 1 verily be- 


ſtake me ſo far as that thereby I mean the Gene- 
for believe, and know, that the Lord has till a 
Moreover, 1 have this in particular to fay to 
| you that go mourning under the Burden of thoſe 
; couraged tho? ſome of your Brethren, that ſhould 


remember that great Servant of the LOR D. . 
Moſes, how often he was brought into great 


nab, with others, who ſometimes thought 


aud likewiſe carried them through. Remember 


ſtand 


Xx 1 
ſtand your Ground, and be zealous for the 
LORD and his Teſtimony, and though you 
cannot do all you defire, yet do all you can far hin, 
and the LORD will ſtand by you, as he did 
by them formerly. 

Dear Friends, there is another Thing of great 
Conſequence that I have not yet mentianed, 
which has done abundance of Miſchief in the 
Church, and that is the Fondneſs and Indulgence 
of many Parents to their Children, in giving them 
their own Way and Wills fo long, until the Root 
of Evil has grown and ſpread itſelf forth into 
many evi Branches, and at length they have 
been ſo alienated from Truth and Friends, that 
ſome of them have run quite out. I could en- 
large abundantly upon the evil Effects of this 
fond Indulgence, but that I have been ſo large 
already on other Matters, and that we have ſo 
many Minutes againſt it. 
However I ſay, that tho? ſome godly Parents 
have diſcharged their Duty to their Children, 
' which has not had the defired Effect, yet they 
will be clear of their Blood; but I believe too ma- 
ny have not performed their Duty, by which Ne. 
glect their Children have taken wrong Liberty, 
and fallen into hurtful Things; ſuch Parents mult 

be accountable for it in the Day of the LORD. 
1 have already ſpoken of admitting young Men 
into Mens Meetings, but have this to add (not 
as your Director) but as believing it is what 
i Truth will lead all right ſpirited Friends into 
3 in every Quarter, viz. To be very careful not 
to admit of any unleſs they come under thel: 
following Qualifications. Firſt, They e 
_—_ ſen er , over 
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ſober and orderly in their Converſations. | Second- 


And thirdly, that ſo far as Friends can have a 
ing to godly Elders, and not either in their Words 
| ſerved in my Time, that ſome, who have been ad- 
Time proved great Troublers of the Church, 
| eſpecially if they have had fuent Tongues, which 


I have beheld in ſome Places (in my former Tra- 
vels) to the Grief of my Soul. 55 


and alſo wiſh well to the Proſperity of Truth. 


Service for Truth, which otherwiſe they might be 


exerciſed, but by their being /o backward their 
Venſes grow (as it were) dull, for want of Uſe, 
ad I believe it will become the Duty of godly 


ir them up to mind the Gift that is in them, or 


may have for the Truth. 4 
And now, dear Friends, J am come near to an 
End of this very long Epiſtle, and tho' I have 


Weight 


ly, they ſhould be plain, and exemplary in their 
| Habit, Apparel and Dreſſing, likewiſe no T atlers. 


Senſe of their Spirits, that they will be condeſcend- 
or Spirits likely to oppoſe them, for I have ob- 


| mitted, without theſe Qualifications, ' have in 


Another Thing I may obſerve to you, that we 
have @ great many young and middle-aged Men 
amongſt us, who are orderly in their Converſations, 
and yet are (as I may term it) either indolent, or 
too much incumbred in the Things of this World, 
and thereby are backward in coming up into t 


capable of, were their ſpiritual Senſes rightly 


8 Elders in all the Meetings where ſuch are, to 


if Need be, even to rouſe them up to their Duties, 
as well for their own Good, as the Service they 


been 55s large already, yet one Thing more, bears 
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Weight upon my Mind, Pd: I Sv] not be eaſy 


without touching upon it, which if it ſhall only 


tend to a Caution of the Younger, my End wil 


be anſwered ; and that is relating to the clo/e Join. 


ing in F amiliarity with any dark oppoſite and un- 
ruby Spirits; you know we have Minutes againſi 
it; and the Apoſtle Paul was of the ſame Mind, 
when he adviſed to have no Company with any 
who obeyed not. their Word, by that Epiſtle, 2 Thel 
ini. 14. 16. yet in that Cate adviſeth not to count 


ſuch as an Enemy, but admoniſb him as a Brother, 


but poſitively commands, in the Name of our 
. LORD JESUS CHRIST, to withdraw from 
every Brother that walked di orderly, and not after 
the Tradition received of the. Apoſtle, &c. 2 Theſ 
ini. 6. and likewiſe to have no Fellowſhip with the ur- 
fruitful Works of Darkneſs, but reprove them. 

Now, if any of thoſe, who walk orderly, and 


are in Fellowſhip with Friends, do coptract a very 


intimate and unneceſſary Familiarity with Perſons 
of dark. or oppoſite Spirits, I believe it will have 


theſe following ad Effects. Firſt, It may rather 


ſtrengthen than © in that Spirit, chan help to re- 
claim them from their Oppoſition. Secondly, li 
may harden them in Prejudice againſt thoſe that can- 
not do the ſame. Thirdly, It may be of 1, Ex. 
ample, and tend to the further Hurt of others, who 
are inclined to follow the Steps of the Unfaithful. 
But beyond all this, in my Time I have obſerved, 
that even the Orderly themſelves have been great) 
hurt, at laſt ſome of them loſt thereby, for havirg 
theſe Opportunities of frequent Converſation to- 
gether ; and by the continual buzzing Things againſt 


| the Foit — the r have ! in length of Time 


lent 
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| ent an Ear to them, whereby Surmiſes and Jen- 7 


loufies have been begotten, then Hardneſs and Pre- 


judice have entered; and laſtly, a joining in Con- 


federacy with dark Spirits againſt thoſe who have 


nothing more in their View than the Honour of 


| the LORD, and Good of Souls ; and by this 
yery Means (even to my own certain Knowledge) 
many who (at firſt) were orderly and honeft wg. 


ed, were caught in this Snare in the Time of the 
Separation, apd ſome taken in the ſame in this 


Nation alſo : Therefore, I hope the Orderly will 
obſerve our Minutes and the Advice a Cooke 
mands of the Apoſtles, and if they have Occa- 


ſion (as they may often) to converſe with any of 
the other Sort, to keep upon their Watch, and 


carry towards a as to ſuch who are under Ad. 

monition, for I am ſure Truth will lead thereto, 
And now I ſhall conclude, in much brotherly 
Love, your dear F riend, : 
i 


JOSEPH PIKE. 
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